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Welcome

On behalf of co-hosts Royal Life Saving Society — Australia and Surf Life Saving Australia, we
welcome you to the World Conference on Drowning Prevention 2023, Perth - Western Australia.

Co-sponsored by the World Health Organization, WCDP 2023 has gathered experts in drowning prevention,
lifesaving, and water safety with the goal of Shaping Global Strategy and Mobilising for Action.

Building on previous World Conferences, together we aim to make this a globally significant event. It is our hope
that WCDP 2023 focuses the world's attention on drowning prevention and seeds future leadership, research,
innovation, collaboration, and momentum for community-level drowning prevention action.

Tragically, more than 236,000 people die in drowning incidents annually, this estimate excluding those who drown
in disaster and transport. Many more, especially children, are affected by non-fatal drowning.

Since we last met in Durban for WCDP 2019, there has been great momentum generated for drowning prevention:

1. The United Nations General Assembly passed its first Resolution on Global Drowning Prevention in 2021, calling
on all nations to take steps to coordinate responses, including to develop a national drowning prevention plan
and embed swimming and water safety in school curriculum.

2. The 76th World Health Assembly then passed its first resolution on accelerating action for global drowning
prevention. This reselution confirmed plans to develop the first ever Global Status Report on Drowning Prevention,
establish a Global Alliance, and a investigate the creation of a Global Strategy for Drowning Prevention.

3. Drowning prevention and lifesaving systems are emerging from the Covid-19 pandemic with a new sense of
purpose, innovation, and determination.

More than 450 posters and presentations will be delivered at WCDP 2023. This work reflects a shared commitment
to addressing the challenges and opportunities of reducing drowning in all communities, nations, and regions.

These presentations cover every aspect of drowning prevention and water safety, from measuring and mapping the
drowning burden; to addressing prevention in life stages, activities, places, and occupational settings; to advancing
drowning prevention through policy, partnerships, and planning. WCDP 2023 will showcase world leading
innovations in coastal safety, swimming and water safety education, and aquatic industry |eisure management.
Sessions will advance the science of medical treatment and explore how we can confront the challenges of disaster
and climate change.
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This is the first time the WCDP has been hosted in Australia. As co-hosts, Royal Life Saving Society — Australia (RLSS)
and Surf Life Saving Australia (SLSA) are immensely proud, and eager to welcome you to Perth.

WCDP 2023 has been twelve months in planning, and so we pay tribute to all those who have contributed so
much to make this event memorable. From our Presidents and Boards who backed this last-minute proposal,

to committee members, and our local partners. We thank our dedicated event teams, led by Monique Sharp,
Maria Matheos and Lauren Nimmo, and we acknowledge John Martin ILS event director who have worked hard,
especially in recent months.

We acknowledge our event supporters Business Events Perth, Tourism Australia, and Bloomberg Philanthropies, as
well as those who contributed to the scholarship program, including Princess Charlene of Monaco Foundation.

Finally, we have three pieces of advice for those attending:

Mix: The drowning prevention field includes different specialities and sectors, each of central importance but often siloed,
approaching the problem in different ways. WCDP aims to create a conference community and culture that encourages you to
meet and mix, debate, and learn from each other.

Mentor: Often the best and most enduring drowning prevention mentorship starts from one of the many incidental WCDP
discussions, the walks to and from the venue, the casual chats after a session, and grows into great partnerships. Meet, share
ideas, and perhaps create a project or exchange of information that can grow in time for the next event.

Embrace: Reach out to people who seem to be navigating the conference alone. Find someone who thinks and works
differently to you. Embrace the diversity of the event, take the opportunity to learn from someone else’s perspective.

Enjoy, have fun, and help us create a great conference with many impacts.

Justin Scarr Adam Weir

Chief Executive Officer, Chief Executive Officer,

Royal Life Saving Society — Australia Surf Life Saving Australia

ILS Drowning Prevention Commission Chair ILS Rescue Commission Chair

[=5]
’(\@?ﬁ ROYAL LIFE SAVING
AUSTRALIA
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Foreword
International Life Saving Federation

Welcome to Perth - Australia and the World Conference on
Drowning Prevention 2023.

On behalf of the International Life Saving Federation (ILS), it gives me great pleasure to welcome all participants
to the World Conference on Drowning Prevention 2023 (WCDP 2023).

The ILS vision is “A world free from drowning”. Drowning continues to be a major global public health and
sustainable development issue, bigger than many know, understand, or accept, and is almost entirely preventable.

The World Conference on Drowning Prevention is the ILS's flagship educational event. This globally significant
event will focus world attention on drowning prevention. WCDP 2023 gathers experts in drowning prevention,
lifesaving and water safety with the goal of Shaping Global strategy and Mobilising for Action.

Experts in research, systems and information on drowning prevention, rescue, water safety and lifesaving
convene in Perth to exchange, debate, and development are designed to find ways to further reduce drowning
death and injury in all aquatic environments worldwide.

The ILS is once again extremely proud that the WCDP 2023 is co-sponsored by the World Health Organisation
(WHO). This co-sponsorship further highlights the joint effort by the ILS and the WHO to raise global, regional,
and national awareness of drowning and its prevention.

The ILS is a world authority on drowning prevention, and leads, supports, and collaborates with national and
international organisations engaged in drowning prevention, water safety, rescue and lifesaving. At this point in
time, 176 organisations are members of the ILS.

ILS is committed to establishing and promoting global best practices in lifesaving, water safety and drowning
prevention. We seek to engage with every organisation who shares our aspirations to see a world free from
drowning.

On behalf of the ILS, | would like to thank our co-hosts, Royal Life Saving Society - Australia and Surf Life Saving
Australia. Planning and delivering the event at short notice is a testament to your shared capacity, committed to
collaboration and is greatly appreciated by all in attendance.

| must also thank the Western Australian Government and Business Events Perth for their generous grant
funding they have committed to support the organisation of this event.

The WCDP 2023 provides a significant opportunity to advance the cause of the global reduction of drowning and
| look farward to meeting all the participants at the conference.

Graham Ford AO
President
International Life Saving Federstion

6 World Canference On Drowning Prevention 2023
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Foreword
Co-Sponsor World Health Organization

0On behalf of the World Health Organization (WHO) it gives me great pleasure to welcome all
participants to the World Conference on Drowning Prevention 2023. WHO is pleased to co-
sponsor this conference, which promises to be an exciting opportunity to highlight the latest
research and approaches to prevent drowning.

Over 2.5 million people have lost their lives to drowning in the last decade, and WHO has called upon the global
community to do more to prevent this leading killer. Since there is no single cause of drowning, efforts need to take
place across a range of sectors to prevent drowning. This year’s conference will highlight this multisectoral nature
of drowning, with findings and insights that are relevant to drowning prevention from sectors as diverse as disaster
risk management, climate change risk mitigation, maritime and boating safety, national policy development, child
health, rural development, and lifesaving and lifeguarding.

The multisectoral breadth of this year's conference is a good reflection of the framing of drowning as a global
public health challenge. This framing is supported by the United Nations General Assembly’s first ever resolution on
drowning — adopted in 2021, and the World Health Assembly’s first ever resolution on drowning adopted in 2023.

Exciting developments stem from these resolutions. Governments — particularly those with high drowning burdens
—should be primed to support evidence-based drowning prevention efforts. And WHO will update this conference
with progress it has made in efforts directly related to the resolutions, including coerdinated action on drowning
within the UN system, establishment of a global alliance for drowning, and preparation of a global status report
on drowning.

Drowning has come a long way in the last 10 years but much more remains to be done. | wish you all a productive
conference and thank you for your engagement and commitment to preventing a leading killer.

Etienne Krug

Director, Social Determinants of Health
World Heslth Organization

Geneva, Switzerland

y”/@ World Health
W®J¥ Organization
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Scholarship Fund Crowd Funding Supporters

World Conference on Drowning Prevention 2023 A crowd funding opportunity was created for delegates
organisers established the Developing Countries to support the fund at the time of registration.
Scholarship Fund as a strategy to ensure that

the conference is accessible to those in greatest Thanks to all the delegates and organisations

need but without the resources required to attend

X . i who supported this initiative.
an international conference of this type.

Contributions to the fund assisted in areas such as
subsidising registration, travel and accommodation.

Scholarship partner

PRINCESS
CHARLENE
OF MONACO
FOUNDATION

Fondation Princesse Charléne de Monaco
4, Quai Antoine Ter

98000 Monaco

Tel: +37798989999

www.fondationprincessecharlene.mc
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM

Tuesday 5th December 2023:
World Conference On Drowning Prevention 2023 Day One

07:45- 08:29

08:00 -17:45

08:30-10:30

10:30-T1:29

1:30 -13:00

13:00-13:59

14:00-15:30

15:30-15:59

16:00 - 17:30

17:45 - 20:00

Early Career Drowning Prevention Professionals - Daily catchup
M10 - Douglas ‘Pete’ Peterson Room

WCDP 2023 Day One posters (set up 8:00, runs to 17:45)
Dr Heather McGowan OAM Poster Gallery

SESSION 1: Official opening and morning plenary session -
shaping global strategy and mobilising for local action
Riverside (Dr lan Mackie) Theatre

Extended morning tea break (incorporating opening of the World Lifesaving Exhibition)
Dr Heather McGowan OAM Poster Gallery

SESSION 2 Commences at 11:30

Sz POLICY: S2 LEISURE: s2 S2SWIMMING:  S2 RESCUE: s2 s2 S2 RESCUE:
National Supervision =~ PREVENTION: Research Human EMERGENCY: RESEARCHI: Coastal
Coalitions research Equity M4 - Prof factors Climate Epidemiology safety
Riverside M1 - Elizabeth M2-3- Bob Stallman Ms - Prof impacts M7-DrLinda = M8 - Prof Dlive
(Dr lan Mackie) ‘Tizzy" Dr Margie Room Mike Tiptan M6 - Dr David Quan Room Kobusingye
Theatre BennettRoom  Peden Room Room Szpilman Room
Room
Lunch
Dr Heather McGowan OAM Poster Gallery
SESSION 3 Commences at 14:00
83 83 83 S3SWIMMING:  S$3 RESCUE: s3 83 Room not
ADVOCACY: PREVENTION  PREVENTION:  Frameworks Physical EMERGENCY: RESEARCH: used
Coastal -Programs Children M4 - Prof Hazards Disaster Epidemiology = Mg - Prof Olive
Safety M1- Elizabeth M2-3- Bob Stallman M5 - Prof flooding M7-DrlLinda Kobusingye
Riverside Tizzy" Dr Margie Room Mike Tipton M8 - Dr David Quan Room Room
(DrlanMackie) BennettRoom  Peden Room Room Szpilman
Theatre Room
Afternoon tea break

Dr Heather McGowan OAM Poster Gallery

SESSION 4: Day one afternoon plenary -
Shaping future strategies for drowning prevention - equity, rescue, and swimming
Riverside (Dr lan Mackie) Theatre

Welcome Reception
Hosted by Bloomberg Philanthropies
Summer Garden

10 Warld Conference On Drowning Prevention 2023
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Wednesday 6th December 2023:
World Conference On Drowning Prevention 2023 Day Two

07:45 - 08:29 Early Career Drowning Prevention Professionals - Daily catchup
! . M10 - Douglas ‘Pete’ Petersonn Room

08:00-17:00 WCDP 2023 Day Two posters (set up 8:00, runs to 17:00)
& . Dr Heather McGowan OAM Poster Gallery

SESSION 5: Day two morning plenary -
08:30-10:30 Future strategies for drowning prevention - migration, climate, disaster and Africa
Riverside (Dr lan Mackie) Theatre

y ; Morning tea break
1B =05 Dr Heather McGowan OAM Poster Gallery

SESSION 6: Commences at 11:00

$6 FUTURE 56 LEISURE: S6 S6SWIMMING: 56 RESCUE: S6 56 S6 POLICY:
1:00 -12:30 FOCUS: Management PREVENTION: Aquatic Coastal RESEARCH: RESEARCH: Forming
: & Advocacy M1 - Elizabeth Culture & competence safety Meet the Data Systems coalitions
foraction “Tizzy' diversity M4 - Prof M5 - Prof editors M7-DrLinda M8 - Prof Olive
Riverside Bennett Room M2-3- Bob Stallman Mike Tipton M6 - Dr David Quan Room Kobusingye
(Dr lan Mackie) Dr Margie Room Room Szpilman Room
Theatre Peden Room Room
12:30 - 13:29 Laneh
Dr Heather McGowan OAM Poster Gallery

SESSION 7: Commences at 13:30

$7 FUTURE S7LEISURE: s7 S7 SWIMMING: 87 s7 87 S7 POLICY:
13:30 - 15:00 FOCUS: Boating & PREVENTION: Inclusion ADVOCACY: EMERGENCY: RESEARCH: Policy
v = Unpatrolled fishing Children M4 - Prof Community Medical Context agendas
beaches M1 - Elizabeth M2-3- Bob Stallman based M6 - Dr David M7-Drlinda M8 -Prof Olive
Riverside Tizzy' Dr Margie Room Ms - Prof Szpilman Quan Room Kobusingye
(Dr lan Mackie) BennettRoom = Peden Room Mike Tipton Room Room
Theatre Room
15:00 - 15:29 Afternoon tea break
' ’ Dr Heather McGowan OAM Poster Gallery

SESSION 8: Commences at 15:30

S8 FUTURE S8 LEISURE: s8 S8 S8 RESCUE: S8 S8 SaPOLICY:
FOCUS: Global  Lifejackets PREVENTION: SWIMMING: Coastal EMERGENCY: RESEARCH: Local action
15:30-17.00 priorities, M1 -Elizabeth  Young people  Assessment research Medical Need M8 - Prof Dlive
Global ‘Tizzy’ M2-3- tools M5 - Prof M6 -Dr David = assessments Kabusingye
Allisnce Bennett Room Dr Margie M4 - Prof Mike Tipton Szpilman M7 -DrLinda Room
Riverside PedenRaom = Bob Staliman Room Room Quan Room
(Dr lan Mackie) Roam
Theatre
19:00 - 23:30 Conference Dinner
n
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM

Thursday 7th December 2023:
World Conference On Drowning Prevention 2023 Day Three

07:45- 08:29

08:29 - 08:30

08:00-10:30

10:30-10:59

.00 -12:30

12:30-13:29

13:30-15:00

15:30-17:00

Early Career Drowning Prevention Professionals - Daily catchup
M10 - Douglas ‘Pete’ Peterson Room

WCDP 2023 Day Three posters (set up 8:00, runs to 17:00)
Dr Heather McGowan OAM Poster Gallery

SESSION 9: Commences at 9:00

89 FUTURE 88 LEISURE: ss S9SWIMMING: S9RESCUE: Al S9SWIMMING: ss
FOCUS: Pool PREVENTION: Schools and Machine  Low resource RESEARCH:
Non-fatal lifeguarding Inland M4 - Prof Learning settings Populations
drowning M1- Elizabeth waterways Bob Stallman M5 - Prof editors M7-DrlLinda
Riverside ‘Tizzy' Ma2-3- Room Mike Tipton M8 - Dr David Quan Room
(Drlan Mackie) ~Bennett Room Dr Margie Room Szpilman
Theatre Peden Room Room
Morning tea break
Dr Heather McGowan OAM Poster Gallery
SESSION10: Commences at 11:00
S10 FUTURE Room not s1o s10 $10 RESCUE: §10 s10
FOCUS: used PREVENTION: SWIMMING: Lifeguarding = EMERGENCY: RESEARCH:
Coalitions M1- Elizabeth Community Water safety M5 - Prof Medical UKrisk
or plans? Tizzy’ impacts programs Mike Tiptan M&6 - Dr David factors
Riverside Bennett Room M2-3- M4 - Prof Room Szpilman M7-DrLinda
(Dr lan Mackie) Dr Margie Bob Staliman Raom Quan Room
Theatre Peden Room Room
Lunch
Dr Heather McGowan OAM Poster Gallery
SESSION 11: Commences at 13:30
ST FUTURE sn sn sn Room not SN sn
FOCUS:WCDP PREVENTION: PREVENTION: SWIMMING: used EMERGENCY: = PREVENTION:
Declaration Community Focus on Teaching M5 - Prof Medical Bullding
Riverside Impacts adults techniques Mike Tipton M6-DrDavid = partnerships
(DrlanMackie) M1- Elizabeth M2-3- M4 - Prof oom Szpilman M7-DrLinda
Theatre Tizzy" Dr Margie Bob Stallman Room Quan Room
BennettRoom  Peden Room Room
Afternoon tea break

Dr Heather McGowan OAM Poster Gallery

Ss
ADVOCACY:
World
drowning
prevention
day
M8 - Prof Olive
Kobusingye
Room

Room not
used
M8 - Prof Olive
Kobusingye
Room

Room not
used
M8 - Prof Olive
Kobusingye
oom

SESSION 12: WCDP 2023 Closing Plenary - Campaigning our way to ZERO

Riverside (Dr lan Mackie) Theatre

Closing Party
Pick a place, catch up with new friends, celebrate, explore Perth

12 World Conference On Drowning Prevention 2023
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VENUE MAP

Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre - Level 2

LEGEND

ryie \ .
1 Toiters € information Lift ‘E\‘ Disabled Access HT: Stairs is Cafe A Views 72 Pavillion Meeting Raom O orice

ROOM NAMES

Riverside (Dr lan Mackie) Theatre

Foyer Dr Heather McGowan OAM

M1 Elizabeth ‘Tizzy’ Bennett Room

M2-3 Dr Margie Peden Room

M4  Prof Bob Stallman Room \‘" o
M5  Prof Mike Tipton Room \

M6  DrDavid Szpilman Room (_
M7  DrLinda Quan Room PERTH CONVENTION AND
M8  Prof Qlive Kobusingye Room EXHISITION CENTRE
M10 Douglas ‘Pete’ Peterson

37



PLENARY SESSIONS

SESSION 1: Official opening
and morning plenary session
- shaping global strategy and
mobilising for local action

Welcome to Boorloo Traditional Owner
Robyn Collard - Whadjuk Ballardong Elder
Mr Graham Ford AO

ILS President

The Hon Dr Tony Buti MLA

Minister for Education; Aboriginal Affairs; Citizenship and
Multicultural Interests. Government of Western Australia

Part 2: Global Perpectives

Keynote address:

Generating momentum for drowning prevention
Dr David Meddings, World Health Organization

Dr Joanne Vincenten, UNICEF

Kelly Larsen, Bloomberg Philanthropies

Global Momentum - short presentations
highlighting key contexts, and emerging solutions
with the aim of covering all regions, and a
diversity of drowning prevention solutions.

Dr Jonathon Passmore, WHO Europe

HH Shasikha Nayls Bint Hamad lbrahium Al

Khalifa, Royal Life Saving Bahrain

Dr Frederick Oporia, Makerere UNiversity

School of Public Health, Uganda

Dr Tessa Clemens, United States Centre
for Disease Control, USA

Dr Catarina Quieroga, on behalf of Pan
American Health Organization

Dr Aminur Rahman, Centre for Injury
Prevention and Research, Bangladesh

Suchada Gerdmongkalgan, Department of Disease
Control, Ministry of Public Health, Thailand

Part 3: Australia in focus

Dr Bobby Porykali, Guunu-maana (Heal) Aboriginal & Torres
Strait Islander Health, The George Institute for Global Health

Dr Amy Peden, University of NSW and
Royal Life Saving Australia

Dr Jaz Lawes, Surf Life Saving Australia
Lauren Nimmo, Royal Life Saving Western Australia

4 World Canference On Drowning Prevention 2023

SESSION 4: Day one afternoon
plenary - Shaping future strategies
for drowning prevention - equity,
rescue, and swimming

Three panels discussing future strategies
for drowning prevention with an emphasis
on equity, rescue and swimming.

Part 1: Addressing equity
Panellists:

Dr Terina Raureti, Te Koronga, University
of Otago, Dunedin, New Zealand

Dr Rehana Parveen, Centre for Injury Prevention
and Research Bangladesh (CIPRB), Dhaka,

Mariko Rooks, Loyola Marymount
University, Los Angeles, USA

Part 2: Shaping the future of rescue
Panellists:

Shane Daw, Surf Life Saving Australia

Steve Wills, Royal National Lifeboat Institution
Yasuko Nagakawa, Japan Life Saving Association

Part 3: Teaching the world to swim
Panellists:

Doan Thi Thu Huyen, Global Health
Advocacy Incubator — Vietnam

Stacey Pidgeon, Royal Life Saving Society — Australia

Dr Bill Ramos, American Red Cross
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SESSION 5: Day two morning
plenary - Future strategies for
drowning prevention - migration,
climate, disaster and Africa

Day two official welcome address
Mr John Baker ESM, President, Surf Life Saving Australia

Part 1: Climate, disaster and migration
Keynote address:

Drowning risk and climate change:
State of the Art Review

William Koon, University of New South Wales

Keynote Address:
Missing Migrants Project

Julia Black

Missing Migrants Project International Office of Migration
(UN Migration)

Followed by a panel discussing implications
for drowning prevention, and featuring:

Julia Black, Missing Migrants Project, UN Migration
Adrian Mayhew, Surf Life Saving Great Britian

Assoc Prof Jagnoor Jagnoor, The George Institute
for Global Health

Dr Ana Dominguez Pachdn, Real Federacion
Espanola de Salvamento y Socorrismo

Part 2: Drowning Prevention Priorities for Africa

A panel discussion exploring the contexts
for drowning prevention across Africa and
celebrating the progress that is being made.
Panellists:

Dr Mohamed Saleh, President, ILS Africa and
Egyptian Diving and Lifesaving Federation

Dr Colleen Saunders, University of Cape Town, Cape Town,
South Africa Lifesaving South Africa, Durban, South Africa

Dr Frederick Oporia Makerere, University School

of Public Health, Kampals, Uganda

Prof Emmanuel Nakua Kwame Nkrumah, University
of Science and Technology, Kumasi, Ghana
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SESSION 12: WCDP 2023
Closing Plenary -
Campaigning our way to ZERO

An entertaining panel discussion highlighting
the role of advocacy, communications and
campaigning in drowning prevention.

Expert panellists with media and advertising experience, but

limited exposure to drowning prevention, will be joined by
drowning prevention insiders to review and discuss several
drowning prevention campaigns. From the hilarious to the
serious, the highly emotional to the light-hearted, what
sort of messages work? Sharing their reactions, tips, and
experience, the panel will debate best practice in the space
and engage the audience in a fun and interactive session.

Followed by closing summary and declaration.
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