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Abstract

The Ministry of Environment and Climate Change in Qatar has provided funding
and other resources to establish the Regional Whale Shark Conservation Centre
(RWSCC) under the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) since the 2023 Qatar Whale Shark Conservation Forum held
in May 2023. It was officially inaugurated on the International Whale Shark
Day, August 30th. The centre is dedicated to researching and conserving the
whale shark population in Qatari waters and promoting regional cooperation
among countries in the Arabian Sea and the northwest Indian Ocean for the
conservation of whale sharks. The author was invited to assist the personnel
at the RWSCC with education and training, including relevant knowledge in whale
shark biology and ecology, 1nstruments and techniques for measuring and
identifying individual whale sharks, as well as methods for electronic tagging

and satellite tracking of whale sharks, and conducting fieldwork at sea.
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HE Sheikh Dr. Faleh Bin Naser Bin Ahmed Al Thani

Minister of Environment and Climate Change

Qatar Forum on Whale Shark Conservation

@ Time : 8:45 am
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Invitation for 3Oth August,
International Whale Shark Day
Time: 1030 am to 1230 pm
. Speech by The Director of the Regional Whale Shark Conservation Centre.

2. Presentation of Certificate of appointment to The Regional Whale Shark
Conservation Committee Members.

3. Award of Certification of Appreciation to The first Regional Whale Shark

Conservation Forum organising committee members.

4. Present the Certification of Appreciation to volunteer underwater photographers

5. Group photos. /

6. The Qatar Whale Shark Video.

7. Press conference.

Refreshment. /

> e —

Lectures:
| . Whale Shark reproductive biology by Dr. Hsu
2. Pakistan Whale Sharks updates by Dr. Nawaz

3. Research & monitoring of Whale Sharks in Qatar at RWSCC
by Shivani Patel

4. The Gulf whale sharks: a regional perspective by Dr. Wong y
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As Regional Whale Shark Conservation Committee Member and in appreciation for
your contribution to Arabian Region Whale Shark Conservation
30" Aug, 2023

ey

Prof. John MK Wong
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WHALE SHARK IN PAKISTAN
OLLABORATION

STATUSAND OPPORTUNITIES FOR REGIONAL C
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