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INTERTWINED ROOTS
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Natural history museums are ideally placed to support people to understand
environmental challenges and actions. They support people’s well-established rights to
education, to access information, to freedom of expression, to take part in cultural life,
and to participate in public affairs related to the environment.

In specific terms, the right to science forms part of article 27 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. This has been recognised as requiring places — including
museums — where people can explore and contribute to science; these places need to be
accessible to everyone; and they should provide information and opportunities of the
highest possible quality, protecting people from mis/disinformation.

The main environmental agreements include specific goals and actions that

museums — including natural history museum — can take up. For climate action, this can
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include education, raising public awareness, providing access to information,
opportunities to take part in decision making, and promoting international co-operation
on climate change matters. These make up Action for Climate Empowerment, the all-
of-society part of the UNFCCC and Paris Agreement.

The Convention on Biological Diversity has three goals that natural history
museums can adopt and promote, in terms of the protection and conservation of
biodiversity (genes, species and habitats), promoting the sustainable use of biodiversity,
and promoting fair sharing of the benefits of use of biodiversity.

This year’s anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights marks a key
opportunity for natural history museums to recognise the fundamental connection
between people and nature, the many human rights related to the environment, and the
many ways in which museums can promote and strengthen these connections.

We encourage all natural history museums:

1. To explore the connections between human rights, science and the environment,

to inform their decisions and management.

2. To become familiar with the Glasgow Work Programme on Action for Climate
Empowerment, and the Global Biodiversity Framework, as the current
programmes for the Paris Agreement and Convention on Biological Diversity
respectively.

3. To promote human rights through education and awareness programmes, notably
the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment.

4. Decision makers and funders to recognise that natural history museums are
associated with many well-established human rights, and can support action for

the natural environment in line with many national and international agreements.
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“Audience” Survey on Motivation of Audiences in

Museum
+ Survey-time: Feb 16. 2022 ----Mar 10. 2022

nnnnn

* Survey-taker: 300 groups of “audience” received semi-structured

interviews. (All accompanying colleagues form a group of interviewees

together)
+ Survey-content: Why come to the museum? Who accompanies you?
+ Survey-process Investigators introduce herself, ask questions, extend

questions, record collection, and organize k H
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ing research (e.g., intervie students,
NHM-associated partners and people from the Brazilian community)

Some furthy
Decenter

ich the story is not only told from a

Change of perspective in

European point of view

Iipen and respectful dialogue between different forms of knowledge in
the museum programme

Cooperate with Communities of Origin

Inst lize decolonial practices at all levels

> Sel on past and ies: scientific
discipline, museum, employees

> Regular trainings on decolonial practices
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1. Frequent question: “why should a Natural History Museum (NHM) be concerned with topics
such as digitalisation and artificial intelligence, or health, food, and nutrition?” — Scepticism:
(a) profile of a NHM? (b) “Da you really have the skills and specialist knowledge to carry out
your project?”

1. Und ding & addressing needs &
languages: mediate between those groups.

of different der groups: translate

1. What is the emerging profile of our Museum, and of NHMs in general? Current lack of
i ion strategies, and imaginati
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en la cual ba que su pi la si el afe
no practicaba una relacién sexual antes de 24 horas.

En la década de 1970, un rep: de Henry Hol,
mdle(ﬁunnclﬂmcasobmeﬂemsecm,demonocldnpmhépou,

In the 1970s, a reporter named Henry Holguin wrote a chronicle
abour this insect, wnknown af the time. In it he narrared that s sting
caused death {f the affe { adicd wvorr
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Laadership Crisis

Pilan a Protest

A protest is how you tall the world what yeu
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( Z ) 11 B 13 HNATHIST 2023 SfHi K221 E " Sustainability and

climate change in museums ( RO R fEREEBEKERERE ),
FREOFEEER

L 8RN RN B S5

2. #FFEH : TAKING ACTION TO REVEAL MARINE ECOSYSTEM
CHALLENGES ON NEW YEAR’S TABLE: APPROACHES FROM THE
“SUSTAINABLE NEW YEAR’S TABLE INITIATIVE”

3. fEE:

Among all the Lunar New Year’s food staples in Taiwan, a seafood dish is
considered one of the most important due to Taiwan’s ritual traditions and a lucky
slang in Mandarin Chinese. However, according to the audience survey in the
“Sustainable New Year’s Dinner Tables—Dining in the Anthropocene” Special
Exhibition and Taiwan’s newspaper database, there is a markedly low fidelity of
people’s preferences in the fish species that they consume during the Lunar New Year
over time. The paper will not only reveal the diversity and changes in the dominant
fish species in Taiwan’s New Year’s Dish from the 1960s until now through statistical
analysis of news reports; but also how the changes in culinary culture reflect the
challenges of environment and society. Furthermore, the paper will also introduce
different cases of sustainable seafood education in Taiwan, and how under the
influence of these projects the museum that started the “Sustainable New Year’s Table
Initiative” in 2016 adjusted its environmental education approach with the growth of
its partner network. By introducing the thought process and concepts of designing
educational projects under the initiative that calls for sustainability, the author hopes to

provoke more intercultural and interdisciplinary discussions.
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