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Following the signing of memorandums of understanding (MOUs) with the University of Guam and the Vaclav
Havel Library of the Czech Republic earlier this year, the National Museum of Taiwan Literature (NMTL) and the
Leiden University Library signed an MOU on July 20, once again marking a significant milestone in NMTL's
continued expansion across the globe.

The MOU was signed by NMTL Director Nikky Lin (#4MJ) and Marco de Niet, Deputy Director of the Leiden

University Library, and was witnessed by Representative to the Netherlands Chen Hsin-hsin (F&fiR#7), Professor of
Chinese Language and Literature Maghiel van Crevel, Subject Librarian and Curator Marc Gilbert, and other
distinguished guests.

Director Lin elaborated on the details of the MOU which includes exchanges and visits between librarians and
experts, publications and professional training with the aim of encouraging future collaborations between Taiwan
and the Netherlands. Lin also said that the partnership with the Leiden University Library was made possible thanks

to the efforts of Marc Gilbert as well as Lily Wang (Ef#7F), a translator who has long been committed to promoting
arts and cultural exchanges between Taiwan and Europe.

Leiden University was the first university to be established in the Netherlands and its expertise in Chinese studies is
internationally renowned. Its Asian Library is not only the sole Chinese language library in the Netherlands but also
one of the largest Chinese Studies libraries in Europe.

This time, the NTML donated a total of 578 volumes or sets of publications to the Leiden University Library in an

effort to enrich the library with a valuable and diverse collection of Taiwanese literature and at the same time, to
mark the start of the new collaboration between both sides.

© Ministry of Culture
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Representative Chen Hsin-Hsin (right) withesses the signing ceremony of
the MOU for Taiwanese literature exchange and cooperation between the
National Museum of Taiwan Literature and Leiden University Asian Library.

(2023.7.20, Leiden)

Post Date:2023-07-31

Representative Chen Hsin-Hsin (right) witnesses the signing ceremony of the MOU for
Taiwanese literature exchange and cooperation between the National Museum of Taiwan
Literature and Leiden University Asian Library. (2023.7.20, Leiden)
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To celebrate the launch of the exhibition, museum director Nikky Lin (¥£m-7), along with foreign services’
officials and Cammy Day, the leader of the City of Edinburgh Council, attended a reception party on Friday
last week, the ministry said.

Lin mentioned the cultural and historical links between Taiwan and Scotland by introducing the story of
Scottish missionary and doctor James Laidlaw Maxwell, who imporied the first moveable type printing press
to Taiwan in the 19th century.

The story of another missionary, Hugh Ritchie, and his wife, Eliza Caroline Cooke, written in picture book
form by Jenny Jamieson (FEE81M), was also read in Hoklo (also known as Taiwanese) and English at the
reception by Jamieson and the pair's descendant Joyce Lockhart, the ministry said.

Jenny Jamieson also gifted Day an oil painting of Taiwanese lilies and Scottish thistles thriving in the
mountains of Taiwan, symbolizing growing bilateral cooperation, the ministry said.

Moreover, when speaking about bilateral exchanges, Day said that not only an Edinburgh delegation had
visited Taiwan in March, but the city is also working with the Taiwanese authorities to erect a monument of
Maxwell, as well as establish cooperation between The Usher Hall and the National Kachsiung Center for
the Arts (Weiwuying)

CEl 23
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The "Sailing Onto the World Stage: Themes in Taiwan Literature" exhibition first opened
at the Scottish Storytelling Center on July 24 and moved to Edinburgh Central Library on
Aug. 1.

It will also visit the Netherlands, Germany, Austria, Czechia, Slovakia and Hungary in the
coming months, according to a statement issued by the ministry on Tuesday.

The exhibition displays English translations of Taiwanese authors' works in different
literary genres such as human rights, Indigenous, feminist, LGBTQ, ecology and culinary
culture, the ministry said.

These include Pai Hsien-yung's (B% &) "Crystal Boys'" (2F), which depicts gay youths
in 1960s Taipei, and ""Notes of a Crocodile" (8% F52) written by queer novelist Chiu
Miao-chin (EB#bE).

The exhibition also shows Wu Chuo-liu's (2%:ft) novel "Orphan of Asia," which was
written in Japanese during the last years of Japanese colonial rule in Taiwan, as well as
Indigenous writer Syaman Rapongan's novel "Eyes of Heaven" (FZERREE), which tells
the story of an Indigenous elder's life on Orchid Island.

A statement released by the museum described the aim as being to introduce the
historical development, cultural uniqueness and literary achievements of Taiwan to the
European public, so people better understand the literary context of the works.

To celebrate the launch of the exhibition, museum director Nikky Lin (#rh77), along with
Taiwan foreign services' officials and Cammy Day, leader of the City of Edinburgh
Council attended a reception party on July 28, local time, the ministry said.

Lin stressed the cultural and historical links between Taiwan and Scotland by introducing
the story of Scottish missionary and doctor James Laidlaw Maxwell (5#%), who
imported the first moveable type printing press to Taiwan in the 19th century.

The story of another missionary Hugh Ritchie (F%) and his wife Eliza Caroline Cooke ({#
335), written in picture book form by Jenny Jamieson (B#840), was also read in both
Taiwanese Hokkien and English at the party by Jamieson and the pair's descendant Joyce

The exhibition also shows Wu Chuo-liu's (2&) novel "Orphan of Asia," which was
written in Japanese during the last years of Japanese colonial rule in Taiwan, as well as
Indigenous writer Syaman Rapongan's novel "Eyes of Heaven' (RZERIBREE), which tells
the story of an Indigenous elder's life on Orchid Island.

A statement released by the museum described the aim as being to introduce the
historical development, cultural uniqueness and literary achievements of Taiwan to the
European public, so people better understand the literary context of the works.

To celebrate the launch of the exhibition, museum director Nikky Lin (#177), along with
Taiwan foreign services' officials and Cammy Day, leader of the City of Edinburgh
Council attended a reception party on July 28, local time, the ministry said.

Lin stressed the cultural and historical links between Taiwan and Scotland by introducing
the story of Scottish missionary and doctor James Laidlaw Maxwell (5% ), who
imported the first moveable type printing press to Taiwan in the 19th century.

The story of another missionary Hugh Ritchie () and his wife Eliza Caroline Cooke (f#
#35), written in picture book form by Jenny Jamieson (BRE841), was also read in both
Taiwanese Hokkien and English at the party by Jamieson and the pair's descendant Joyce
Lockhart, the ministry said.

Jenny Jamieson also gifted an oil painting of Taiwanese lilies and Scottish thistles
thriving in the mountains of Taiwan to Day, symbolizing growing bilateral cooperation,
the ministry added.

Moreover, when speaking about bilateral exchanges, Day noted that not only an
Edinburgh delegation had visited Taiwan in March, but the city is also working with the
Taiwanese authorities to erect a memorial plagque of Maxwell, as well as establish
cooperation between The Usher Hall and National Kachsiung Center for the Arts
(Weiwuying).

(By Chen Yun-yu and Oscar Wu)
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