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Aviation Experts Group (AEG) - Final Report

Summary Report to AEG On Projects and Activities for the Closing Plenary:

The TPTWGS2 Meeting of the Aviation Experts Group (AEG) focused on three
priority topics: (i) status of APEC funded and self-funded AEG projects; (ii)
choosing next year’s main policy theme; and (iii) continued discussions under the
2022 Main Policy Theme — Developing Air Cargo Services for Economic Growth
and Recovery. There were 150 participants (53 female and 97 male)
representing 18 economies, one Official Guest and 5 Non-Member Participants.
Additionally, 2 persons from the APEC Secretariat also participated.

APEC-Funded and Self-Funded Projects:
AEG On-going Projects:

e Comparison of International Frameworks measuring remotely piloted

aircraft noise

In progress. Contract was signed in August 2022. A research summary
report is due in November 2022. Consultation with stakeholders and
economies will take place in December 2022, including a workshop and
post-workshop survey for the economies. An interim report is expected for
January 2023 and the final report fill be submitted by April 2023. Sponsor —
Australia; co-sponsors Canada, Chinese Taipei, Japan, New Zealand, the
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and the United States.

e Achieving Harmonisation of a Biometric ID Management Framework across
APEC Economies

In progress. IATA Consulting has been commissioned to conduct the study.
An online survey designed and distributed to more than 200 stakeholders
across 36 economies. An online webinar will be conducted to present key
findings, a roadmap and a guidebook. Sponsor — Republic of Korea.

e Building Randomness and Unpredictability into AVSEC Countermeasure

Development and Implementation

In progress. Project started in October 2020. Two workshops, a mini
webinar, a campaign outreach briefer and a follow-up survey have been
conducted. Targeted interviews are being performed during September to
October 2022. A Draft of the Project Summary and Best Practices
Guidelines for APEC publication are projected by October 2022. The project
will be complete by December 2022. Sponsor — United States; co-sponsors
— Canada, Chinese Taipei, New Zealand, Singapore.

e Building a Culture of Security and Countering Insider Risk
In progress. Project started in February 2021. Two virtual workshops, a
campaign outreach briefer and a two surveys have been conducted. The
next step will be to share the Best Practices Guidelines created with other
regions and ICAO. Sponsor — United States; co-sponsors — Canada,
Chinese Taipei, New Zealand, Singapore,.

e Developing Air Cargo Services for Economic Growth and Recovery
In progress. The opinions expressed in the April 2022 AEG Main Policy
Theme virtual session were incorporated to the project’s report. A survey
regarding liberalization stages and liberalization measures taken by the
economies during the pandemic has been circulated. Economies are
encouraged to complete the survey. A final report including conclusion
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extracted from the MPT discussions is expected for October 2022. Sponsor
— Chile.

Proposed AEG Main Policy Theme for 2023 — UAS: Flightpath to The Future.
Learning about how economies are regulating UAS, and using this to coordinate
future work can advance innovation. Using productivity learnings from agriculture,

logistics, industrial applications amongst others can help guide future work and
regulatory development and lead to strong, balanced, secure, sustainable and
inclusive growth. During discussions UAS Traffic Management (UTM) was noted
as an area for further attention. Member Economies, large and small users are
invited to contribute so that the APEC region can learn from small projects and
develop a framework for inclusive growth in the APEC region in accordance with
the Putrajaya Vision 2040. Convenor: Thailand. Consensus was reached on the
2023 Main Policy Theme. China, Chinese Taipei, the Philippines and the United
States expressed support.

AEG Main Policy Theme (MPT) 2022 Session — Developing Air Cargo Services
for Economic Growth and Recovery. Calling Member Economies to identify best
practices that support the growth of the air cargo sector as the region emerges
from the pandemic, to envision future hindrances and their possible solutions, the
conversation was developed through four roundtables moderated by Chile:
1. The challenges and lessons learned in handling increased cargo in
aviation/airport system.
2. Airport operational resilience to the impact and response to the pandemic
that can be made.
3. General digitalization of transportation.
4. Digitalization of air cargo.
A total of 21 experts from nine (9) economies, one (1) Official Guest and five (5)
NMPs actively shared their experiences, challenges and lessons learned. The third
roundtable was a cross-session with the Intermodal and Intelligent Transportation
Systems Experts Group (IIEG).

MPT2022 results encourage APEC policy makers to:
- Promote the use of remote oversight by Civil Aviation Authorities and

remove existing restrictions in regulations

- Integrate, institutionalize and implement risk management and security
culture tools into Member Economies’ domestic program policy frameworks
and domestic security programs, and into aviation operators’ procedures

- Adapt regulations that do not adequately account for the difference of cargo
and passenger services
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Evaluate regulations and determine adjustments that could be made based
on lessons learned from the COVID-19 pandemic to allow for new or
alternative ways to achieve aviation resiliency

Implement regulations promoting the use of digitalisation for air cargo
handling/processing.
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