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NATO secretary general unveils his
vision for the Alliance’s future

NATO “must stay strong militarily, be more united
politically, and take a broader approach globally,” Jens
Stoltenberg said.
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After the 2020 Taiwan
election:
Strengthening
defense and security
cooperation

New Atianticist by

o-in for the Tatwanese Presidential

Tsai Ing-wen, current president of the Republic of China, dedares her election Wl g
re {The Yomuun Shimben via REUTERS)

Election i front of her supporters in Taipas City, Tawan on Januan

The presidential and congressional elections of the Republic of China (Taiwan) have
come to an end, with more than 14.5 million people participating in the vote and a total
turnout rate of 74.9 percent—9 percent more than the 2016 election. President Tsal Ing-
wen was re-elected for a second term with 57 percent of the total vote and a record high
8.17 million votes. President Tsai also led the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) to
obtain sixty-one seats out of the 113 seats in Congress.

)

will not be changed unilaterally.

Voters in the 2020 election voted in support of the DPP's “anti-China” policy, which has
brought cross-strait relations to another period of chilly relations and will affect the next
four years of Taiwan's foreign, national defense, cross-strait, and economic policies.
After the election, President Tsai presented the four principles of “Peace, Rediprocity,
Democracy, and Dialogue (F15F - $15 - EX - $15)" as the guiding parts of future
cross-strait relations. According to a poll on January 15, this approach was supported by
seventy-elght percent of the people and about sixty percent of people belleved that the
CCP should restart dialogue with the DPP government.

Nevertheless, even though President Tsal, who was reelected with huge public support,
called for a rational dialogue between Beljing and Taiwan, it will be difficult for Tsal to
control the majority of the legislature in the future and properly adapt the party's growing
voice to Taiwan's independence. But how can President Tsai properly deal with the
situation in which the “DPP has been elected as the majority in the Legislative Yuan and
the growing number of Taiwanese independence forces within the party?” This will be a
potential problem.

After the amendment to the PRC's constitution to abolish term limits, President Xi
Jinping would like to seek a higher historical legacy for himself. Whether the CCP will
compromise with the Tsai government, which reflects Talwan's overwhelming public
opinion, or whether it will take tougher measures, will be another major challenge to
future interactions between Taiwan, the United States, and China for years to come.

Further reading

E Y

o s
f 35

..... o

X EE4EHE

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/after-the-2020-taiwan-election-strengthening-defense-

and-security-cooperation/
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China’s ineffective
coronavirus response
could create its own
Black Swan

New Alanticist by

shanghal, China, REUTERS/AlY Song/File Photc

For the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), 2020 Is a symbolic year. President Xi Jinping
has referred to 2020, the final year In the county’s thirteenth Five-Year Plan, as a “crucial
year for building a moderately prosperous soclety” (% [ i 5%/ \JF 11 &). At the same
time, 2020 has also seen the outbreak of the coronavirus (COVID-19) in China's Hubel
Province. Internally, this epidemic has severely impacted China’s financial system and
domestic economy. This comes at a time when external pressures, Including the second
phase of US-China trade negotiations, have further worsened China's economic
prospects, At this time of increasing uncertainty, the CCP is facing a severe test of its
abllity to prevent coronavirus from becoming a “black swan" that severely impacts its
political stability and security.

(%)

the future. The rigid Chinese bureaucracy has blocked effective nofification and control
of the epidemic In the early stages, which has had a huge impact on China's healthcare,
society, and economy, and impacted other countries around the world. Everything is like
what Xi Jinping described: “this is a people's war(i5 2 —38 AR ¥ F)," but the extreme
lockdowns and temporarily-held epidemic prevention frontin China could not stop the
virus from spreading around the world. In order to regain the hearts of its people, the
CCP not only continues to take economic measures to ensure stability in the short term,
but to strengthen its dominance of public opinion. It also is trying to tighten the control of
the media and the internet.

Economically, the CCP will continue to face obstacles from the US-China trade war, as
well as a global economic crash, which will likely lead to sluggish China economic
growth. Politically, the highly centralized party could not effectively handle the spread of
the domestic epidemic, causing potential opposition forces to question Xi's leadership.
Sodially, segregated life has undermined the foundations of mutual trust between
people, and more and more people have begun to realize the importance of the free
flow of information.

With these internal and external factors influencing each other, the spreading epidemic
may have aggravated unrest and turmoil in Chinese society and partly damaged the
CCP's legitimacy. During the post COVID-19 era for China, these repercussions will be a
political “black swan” for Xi's administration in the near future.

Dr Chang-Ching Tu is the Taiwan senior felfow in the Atiantic Council’s Scowcroft Center
for Strategy and Security and assistant professor at the ROC (Taiwan) National Defense
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Lessons from Taiwan’s
experience with

COVID-19

New Atlanticist by

A staff wears aface mask with a Taiwanese flag design, as protection dueto the coronay
Woven fiter fabric used to make surgical face masks, In Taoyua

k, 3t a factory for non

As governments and citizens in the United States and around the world struggle to cope
with the novel coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19), the experience of Talwan can help
illustrate some potential paths forward to combat the spread of the disease.

Taiwan was well positioned to react quickly and effectively to the COVID-19 outbreak.
Taiwan's experience with SARS in 2003 helped drive the government to react
immediately to the emerging crisis, dassifying the unknown disease as “Severe Special
Infectious Pneumonia” as early as January 15, before later adopting the name COVID-19.
Additionally, Taiwan has a 99.9% national health insurance coverage rate and has been
evaluated as the world's best system by the Global Health Care Index. Early intervention,
aflexible command structure, a comprehensive epidemic prevention strategy,
integrated medical big data, and proactive information disclosure allowed Taiwan—
which atits closest point is only eighty-one miles (130 kilometers) away from China and
has a very high population density—to record only a few confirmed cases in recent
months. There are a number of lessons to be learned from the Talwanese government's
effective response to COVID-19 that should be shared with other parts of the world
fighting the ongoing pandemic.

Lesson 1: Effective government-led public-private collaboration

The battle against COVID-19 is just beginning. Around the world, countries have only
limited resources for epidemic prevention, insufficient medical supplies, and are facing
panic among the public. As countries grapple with large-scale infections, the United
Kingdom, Italy, and others haven taken measures to provide medical care for only
moderate to severe patients in order to save medical resources. Given the relative lack

(%)

misinformation and disinformation is as important as proactively publishing information
themselves.

In order to prevent the fransmission of misinformation and disinformation, Taiwan has
established the “Taiwan FactCheck Center," and each department currently has a “Meme
Engineering team” (3 T 72 EE). when it discovers misinformation or disinformation
online, the team will verify it within sixty minutes and clarify it to the publicimmediately.
These measures can prevent unnecessary panic and anxiety during the epidemic
prevention period.

Understanding and mutual assistance are stronger than fear

The prevention and control of COVID-19 requires joint efforts by governments and
citizens. This crisis demonstrates that pandemics do not care about race or national
borders. To borrow former US President Barack Obama’s words in 2015 “Let’s not
forget, freedom is more powerful than fear.” | would slightly modify it to add “Let’s not
forget, understanding and mutual assistance are more powerful than fear.” Through
international epidemic information sharing and medical cooperation, the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic can be minimized. If a country can surpass the barriers between
political parties and ethnic groups and release epidemic prevention information with
aclive, timely, and integrated measures, it will have made a crucial step towards good
governance—the most effective mitigation measures for epidemic prevention.

I hope that the United States and people from all over the world can work together to
getthrough this crisis.

Chang-Ching Tu is the Taiwan senior fellow in the Scov
ecurity’s Asia Security initiative and assistant professo
Defense University.

roft Center for Strategy and
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How the coronavirus
has deepened the US-
China ideological rift

New Atlanticist by
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Although the United States and China have Increasingly confronted each other on issues
such as trade, 5G Infrastructure, and the expulsion of journalists, both sides continue to
Insist that they are seeking a positive relationship. But mutual trust and friendly bilateral
relations are unachievable as long as Beljing and Washington view each other as a
potential threat to their national security or interests. The coronavirus pandemic has
fueled these perceptions, with US officials Increasingly concerned about how fallures in
Chinese governance could impact the United States, while Beljing has pushed back on
criticism of its Ideologlical and political system.

Using data from 336 announcements and documents published by the Chinese Ministry
of Foreign Affairs from January 1to May 12, 2020, as well as statements issued by US
government officials, Itis clear that the pandemic has worsened the threat perception by
both sides, placing even more obstacles in the way of positive US-Sino relations,

The perception of a “threat” is essentially a sense of insecurity constructed by
Interactions between subjects under certain circumstances and conditions, and
dependent on factors such as history and norms. As shown in Figure 1, the level of threat
to the other can be analyzed through the three aspects of identity, capacity, and
Intention.

(%)

After coronavirus: The competition continues

In the post-COVID era, US-China relations will enter a more difficull phase. From the
analysis of the diplomatic vocabulary used by the two countries during this period, itls
clear that Washington no longer sees China simply as a rival, but as a clear threat to its
security, economy, and now even its society. In contrast, China still defines itself as a
seeking “partnership” with the United States, but has shown itself more willing to hit
back rhetorically al Washington and has grown concerned at US criticism about Belling's
political system. China's response to these attacks—publicizing its national experience
in the fight against COVID-19 as a model for others 1o follow and touting its centralized
state system—could further deepen the US-Sino rift. The history of ideological
confrontation during the Cold War will make it difficult for Western countries, mainly the
United States, to back away from Ideclogical challenges.

Coronavirus has acceleraled changing perceptions in Washington and Beijing and
deepened the ideclogical confrontation between the two different political systems
symbolizing “"democracy” and “centralization.” While both countries had hoped to forge
a positive bilateral relationship, the coronavirus crisis has only driven this possibility
further away.

N EE4EHE

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/how-the-coronavirus-has-deepened-the-us-china-

ideological-rift/?fbclid=IwAR 16yeXF4tVII5ul4U6CDBt19n1fL. 8DZCq2zvqJ1Z4V3mAdOBbKrbINJ6NI

17



https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/how-the-coronavirus-has-deepened-the-us-china-ideological-rift/?fbclid=IwAR16yeXF4tVll5uI4U6CDBtl9n1fL8DZCq2zvqJ1Z4V3mAdOBbKrbINJ6NI
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/how-the-coronavirus-has-deepened-the-us-china-ideological-rift/?fbclid=IwAR16yeXF4tVll5uI4U6CDBtl9n1fL8DZCq2zvqJ1Z4V3mAdOBbKrbINJ6NI

2020.8.11

<Under second
Tsai
administration,
Taiwan looks to
champion
global
democracy>

TERE(ZRE 15
[E4EREEVETR 5 20
A ER SR8 28
3 - B R — e
BB 3
FRFEAACEE AR -
AR G
i @ A (L B (R [
FE - Mt I —
R R SR
fi7#%%& COVID-19 & 1B 1E
UG > CEAEB
L B R %2 B A R
EIET - BRI
T LA
RIHIR B -
AHITEEL > I
SERR R I
LR ICHT S LR
£ TE AR
5 R 0 B E—(ER
BRRMES LAY T 208 -
FUIT ~ B ~ 4550~ 1
L K T, —
IR PRI HES - th
BRAE PP A
PSRBT SO
YT ARSI %
MBI - BEAFEE=
(BT 1730  f
DT R A Y
SRS B
5 R R T i
AT SRR E

TG -

® tlantic Council SUES  REGIONS  INSIGHTS & IMP; PEOPLE  PROGRAMS  EVENTS

Under second Tsai
administration, Taiwan
looks to champion

global democracy

New Atianticist by

‘Defense Policy  Politics & Diplomacy  Thiwan

Taswran Prasident Teal Ing-wen waves 10 the crowd in Keelung, Tatwan, June 9, 2020 REUTERS/Ann Wang

The 15th President of the Republic of China (Taiwan) Tsai Ing-wen delivered her official
inauguration speech on May 20, at a time when the COVID-19 pandemic continues to
raise significant concerns about the future of the rules-based International order, the
status of global democracy, and the trajectory of cross-strait relations. Taking the speech
as a reflection of President Tsai's vision for her second administration, Taiwan's priorities
will be strengthening cooperation with allies, accelerated development of asymmetrical
defense capabllities, and managing tense cross-strait relations.

Foreign policy: Strengthened cooperation with allies and like-minded
countries
President Tsai announced that Taiwan will participate more actively in regional
cooperation mechanisms, strengthen mutually beneficial cooperation with its allies, and
bolster ties with the United States, Japan, Europe, and other like-minded countries.
Talwan's achievements in preventing the spread of COVID-19 and providing medical
assistance to other countries has shown its strength in the field of public health and
further highlighted the urgent need of being induded as a member in the World Health
Organization. With these foreign policy priorities in mind, Taiwan will likely maintain and
expand three regional and global roles moving forward:

1. Advocator of universal values: Democracy, freedom, and human rights are Taiwan's

core values. Taiwan may look to form more democratic partnerships with like-
minded countries and play a constructive role In the US Indo-Padific strategy.

2. Node of economic aclivity and trade: The security of sea lanes of communication
(SLOCs}) Is key to ensuring protected trade and economic activity. Talwan's unique
geographic location, excellent global competitiveness, and open and transparent
sodety can empower it to serve as a hub for economic and trade transactions in the

)
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the world in terms of political rights and civil liberties, Taiwan has proved lime and time
again that It s a model democralic country In the region.

Amid the global pandemic, the government proactively disclosed varlous public health
information via democratic, transparent, and accountable governance. With the
participation and cooperation of its citizens, Talwan's government effectively controlled
the epidemic. This demonstrates not only that democracies can play a key role in
leading the global response to COVID-19 and shaping the world that comes next, but
also that the key strengths of Asian cullure can be compatible with the universal values
of democracy, human rights, and the rule of law. Moreover, the Talwan model offers a
way to fight pandemics that is diametrically opposed to an authoritarian model based on
extremely controlling policies, such as those seen in China.

In the post-COVID world, the rise of anti-democratic, authoritarian forces will present an
urgent challenge for free and democratic countries. In the face of such uncertainty, Mike
Abramowilz, president of Freedom House, sald, “If major democratic powers fall to set
strong examples and provide constructive leadership, it will be Impossible to reverse
the global trends that threaten freedom for all societies.” The obligation to defend
human rights and unlversal values should not be shouldered by any country alone, While
Taiwan still Taces many obstacles and threats from China, President Tsai's speech has
clearly outlined Taiwan's priorities and strong democratic mission: Taiwan will stand with
like-minded countries and jointly stop the spread of anli-democratic forces around the
world,
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Hi LTC Tu,
| hope you had a nice weekend.

Our communications team shared some great
news this morning about your article on lessons
learned from Taiwan’s COVID-19 experience.
Your article was the #1 most visited article on
Lessons from Taiwan's experience with COVID-19 our website for the month of April 2020. As of
today, it has more than 22,000 views and was

LTC Chang-Ching Tu examines Taiwan's response to

COVID-19, which is widely regarded as one of the most hyperlinked in an article by Slate Magazine.
efficient worldwide in containing the virus. 5
Thank you for all your hard work writing the
*“This blog has had over 23,000 views since it was iece!
posted on April 7, 2020. It was the best performing p ]
piece on the Atlantic Council website in the month of
April.*
SCOWCROFT IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Every other Friday, our Deputy Director Matt Kroenig goes toe to
Best,

toe with Emma Ashford in the Foreign Policy column “it's
Debatable."

@"Atlantic Council
LRI © G

Last week, they went back and forth over Kim Jong Un, the fallout
from a potential regime change, and what that means for the United
States.
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