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Governor Steps Up Pressure on Utility

By Kate King

New York Gov. Andrew
Cuomo is threatening to re-
voke National Grid's certifi-
cate to operate unless the util-
ity presents a plan for
meeting the natural-gas de-
mand in its Long Island and
New York City service areas,

Mr. Cuomo sent a letter
Tuesday to National Grid offi-
cials, saying he would start
proceedings in 14 days to re-
voke the utility’s certificate to
operate its downstate fran-
chise if he isn't satisfied with
their response.

The utility stopped gas
hookups this past spring for
customers in parts of Long
Island, Queens and Brooklyn
after state regulators re-
jected a proposal for a new
pipeline.

National Grid officials have
said the utility’s infrastructure
doesn’t have enough capacity
to meet the growing demand
for natural gas downstate,
where it serves 1.8 million
customers.

Mr. Cuomo, a Democrat,
said National Grid should have
considered efficiency mea-
sures and short-term solu-
tions such as shipping in gas
on trucks or barges before
stopping hookups.

“The essential responsibil-
ity for a utility to provide ade-
quate and reliable service is to
manage the supply and de-
mand,” the governor wrote in
his letter. “The very lack of
supply you now point to as

Wednesday, November 13, 2019 | A10A
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drawn the most fire from
state officials, who say the
utility is hurting development
by refusing to process natural-
gas applications. State Sen.
Kevin Parker, a Brooklyn Dem:
ocrat, said some residents and
busim-ss owners temporarily
I

MTA Caps
Paratransit
Taxi Rides

To Cut Cost

By PauL BERGER

gas ser-
vice while they completed
renovations and then were un-
able to turn it back on.
“It’s unfair for the commu-
nity,” said Mr. Parker, who
3 chairs the Senate’s energy and
2 telecommunications commit-

tee.
The Public Service Commis-

N sion, which regulates public

£ utilities and is réviewing both
# moratoriums, last month or-
s dered National Grid to recon-
= nect 1,100 downstate custom-

% ers that had been denied

i service.

National Grid officials are

Awmmkmmmmammwwmwm scheduled to appear at a joint

the reason for your denial of
service to thousands of cus-
tomers exhibits your failure to
plan for supply needs.”

National Grid spokeswoman
Karen Young said the utility
would respond to Mr. Cuomo’s
letter. “We continue to work
with all parties on these criti-
cal natural-gas supply issues
on behalf of all our customers
in downstate New York,” she
said.

If Mr. Cuomo isn't satisfied
with National Grid's answer,
he will ask the state Public
Service Commission to start
the lengthy process of revok-

Cuomo might yank
National Grid’s
certificate if its plan
isn’t satisfactory.

ing the utility’s permit. Those
proceedings would either end
in a settlement or with the
state taking over the utility.
The company delivers gas and
electricity to more than 20
million people in New York,
Massachusetts and Rhode Is-

and.

“If they can’t come up with
a plan to provide future gas
supply, we'll find a utility who
can,” Mr. Cuomo said Tuesday
on NYL. “They're not the only
utility in the world and a lot
of companies would like to
have this franchise.”

Consolidated Edison Inc.
also has imposed a morato-
rium on new namral-gas
hookups until at least 2023 in
its Westchester service area,
with uf officials saying
more pipeline is needed to
meet the area’s demand.

National Grid, however, has

legislative hearing Tuesday in
Albany, where Mr. Parker said
he would “call them to task.”

Alex Beauchamp, the north-
east-region director at the ad-
vocacy group Food & Water
Watch, said he agrees with the
governor’s criticisms of Na-
tional Grid, but that the state
should push for heat pumps
and other efficiency measures
rather than trucking in more
gas.

“If the governor’s at all se-
rious about the climate goals
he signed into law, this can't
just be about new ways to
move fracked gas around,” Mr.
Beauchamp said.

Statue in Lower Manhattan Honors Father of Modern China

e

A pilot program that puts
paratransit riders in taxis for
$275 a trip is proving so
costly that the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority will
limit benefits in 2020, while
asking New York City to con-
tribute tens of millions of dol-
lars in additional funding.
Alex Elegudin, the accessi-
bility chief for the MTA's sub-
way and bus systems, said
during an MTA board meeting
Tuesday that the authority
plans to expand the on-de-
mand taxi service to 2,400
paratransit riders early next
year. The pilot currently is
limited to 1,200 such riders,
who typically are disabled or
struggle to access the public-
transit system independently.
But use of rising costs,
the MTA also plans to ration
the service to a maximum of 16
taxi rides a person each month,
Mr. Elegudin said. It also will
cap the subsidy of each ride at
$15, meaning riders avould
have to cover the rest of the
fare themselves. Currently, the
rider pays $2.75 and the MTA
covers the cost of the trip.
Disabled riders and their
advocates spoke against the
changes at Tuesday’s meeting.
They said the on-demand ser-
vice has improved the lives of
people who have been ill-
served by the MTA's tradi-
tional paratransit service,
which relies on blue-and-white
vans or for-hire vehicles.
They pleaded to keep the

service, saying that capping
the subsidy at $15 isn't realis
tic, “I've rarely taken a ta:
ride that costs less than $1:
said Joseph Rappaport, execu-
tive director of the Brooklyn
Center for Independence of
the Disabled.

The on-demand service as it
currently operates isn't sus-
tainable, Mr. Elegudin said.

The MTA lnunched the on-
demand pilol which
allows Hdels to hail taxis
through an app, in 2017. At the

same time, lt also offered its
it customers
thz nbulty 1o hail a taxi elec-
ronically as fong as they book
ane day in advance.
The MTA found that taxi
rides for paratransit custom-
ers cost about $36 on average,
roughly half the average cost
of transporting people in a
traditional blue-and-white van.
But the service proved so pop-
ular that riders took more
trips than usual, leading to
spiraling costs. «

Between 2017 and this year,
the authority's paratransit bud-
get increased about 29% to
$614 million, according to tran-
sit officials, driven largely by
the electronic-hailing programs.

MTA Chairman Patrick Foye
on Monday sent a letter to
Mayor Bill de Blasio asking the
city to increase its contributions
10 the program. Under the cur-
rent arrangement, the city con
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Chinatown park plaza renamed for Dr. Sun Yat-Sen with bronze statue
Todd Maisel

4 weeks ago

Mayor Bill de Blasio and other leaders joined members of the Chinese community in unveiling
the new Dr. Sun Yat-sen statue in Columbus Park, naming the plaza for the famed
revolutionary. (Photo by Todd Maisel)

“This statue is finally where it belongs,” Mayor de Blasio said.

One of the most important figures in Chinese history, Dr. Sun Yat-sen, was honored with the
unveiling of a statue in Chinatown on Tuesday, his 153rd birthday.

One of the most important figures in Chinese history, Dr. Sun Yat-sen, was honored with the
unveiling of a statue in Chinatown on Tuesday, his 153rd birthday.

The sculpture of Dr. Sun Yat-sen is now part of NYC Parks”  permanent art and monuments
collection, unveiled in the northern plaza at Columbus Park, renamed 1n his honor. The statue
by Taiwanese artist Lu Chun-Hsiung was a gift from the Republic of China (Taiwan).

Mayor Bill de Blasio was joined by Council Member Margaret Chin, a major proponent of the
renaming of the plaza in the park, and members of the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent
Association. They were also joined by Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer and Republic
of China (Taiwan) Overseas Community Affairs Council Minister Hsin-hsing Wu.

“This statue is finally where it belongs,”  said de Blasio before a cold and shivering crowd
moments before the statue, covered with a red veil, was revealed.  “This is a moment to
recognize who we are as New Yorkers — a great man in history who came here to this city to
build support for the cause of the republic that he would found. He came here to soak in the
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1deals of this place and its commitment to democracy and that all people matter. We are
honoring not only Dr. Sun, but the ideals that he is a great example.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio talks about the new statue of Dr. Sun Yat-sen and the plaza named in his
honor. (Photo by Todd Maisel)

Chin said she fought eight years to rename the plaza for Dr. Sun and bring the statue to its
permanent home.

“Since 2011, the community has fought to give the Dr. Sun Yat-sen statue a permanent home
in Chinatown, and I am proud that this revolutionary leader’ s legacy will be memorialized for
generations to come through the naming of the Dr. Sun Yat-sen Plaza at Columbus Park,”
said Chin.  “Today, we aren’ t just recognizing the importance of Chinese American
history - we' re recognizing the critical role that Chinatown has played within global
history.”

Dr. Sun Yat-sen was born on Nov. 12, 1866, in China during the Qing Dynasty. Inspired by the
American Revolution, Dr. Sun envisioned a free and democratic China and became a pioneer in
its reform. In 1911, he and his allies overthrew the regime, ending 5,000 years of Chinese
imperial rule.

Dr. Sun lived in Chinatown as he finalized plans for the Revolution and delivered an important
speech in New York City to the CCBA in March of 1911.

The sculpture depicts the early-20th century revolutionary figure and founder of the Republic of
China in a standing contemplative pose. It is placed on a tapered solid black granite pedestal
with a flanged granite base.

Inscribed and gilded in Chinese on the front of the pedestal is the Confucian motto, “All

Under Heaven Are Equal” rendered in Dr. Sun Yat-sen’ s own calligraphy.

17



FEEHATGERZRAR BlS2022KBEE117EX

BE /HE

F_EPEEMEEEZE AoUBIEEMER

B EH  2019/11/18 23:21

N
Lvindas do-Ministerio d

SRR ED TR () - SHE(£3)  -BHRE(H2)  FPHK (H1) EABRKRRE
BONPFENSEBRAREETE  (CHFEBEFXHPOEMS ) PRUCEERBELFRABA 1085
118184

o (PRUCEFBHEERDRF1BHER ) F_EBTEEMBRERISER17THRER
DREGH  HEXRBIEMN15UAERER  ROBRR - BHEFFEN - XAL
ErEENEHRRSERESAE -

EF_ ETEENEERSSINEBZETHEE F_ETHENEREREMESITE
- EEEER ERZEESEERENEEESHA -

v 6 -

SHREISENRAEIRAMEASECHTSE  URERFHERASEHNN
B BERE - BEAAREORILUBEENRNS S EERBLEASA -

SHE16H LFERBARERFART 2IEHMEHLEHENS - HELSEEHE
BAZE  URKESBRHENES - ERREELEEDENORE -

SHRFEHBIMER " AEME LREE, NER  FEEREEMREER - X
HMFPEENEEESRAAZEERTRERNBEES -

18




