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Assistant Director
Worth H. Hester, Jr.
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Course Director

Joshua C. Huder, Ph.D., joined the Government Affairs Institute as a Senior Fellow in 2013. He has taught courses
on American government, advanced legislative process, and other American politics courses. He has provided
political analysis to several news outlets, including the Washington Post, Congressional Quarterly, Newsweek,
Bloomberg News, CNN, the Washington Examiner, U.S. News, Al-Jazeera, Yahoo News, and is a regular
contributor for the Christian Science Monitor.

Prior to joining GAI, Josh worked on the Hill as an American Political Science Association (APSA) Congressional
Fellow. His portfolio included legislative procedure, government affairs, financial services, voting rights, campaign
finance, trade, small business, and other issues. He is currently writing a book on the history of congressional
procedure and politics since 1879.

Education: PhD, University of Florida; MA, University of Florida; BA, Rutgers University

Contact information: Government Affairs Institute

3333 K Street, NW, Suite 112

Washington, DC 20007

(202) 333-4838

ich256(@georgetown.edu
Continue your GAI education and keep up with Congress! Follow us on Twitter for regular updates and
analyses on what’s happening on the Hill.

Twitter: @GAIGeorgetown

Inclement Weather/Emergency Policy: GAI follows the guidance of the federal government regarding closing or
delayed opening for inclement weather or in case of emergency. If the federal government is closed, GAI classes will
not meet on that day; in the event that the class does not meet on the first day, you will need to contact GAI
regarding the time and location of class for the following day. If the federal government is operating under delayed
arrival with option for unscheduled leave or unscheduled telework, GAI classes will begin at 10:00 am in the
same location, unless instructed otherwise. If the federal government is operating under unscheduled leave and/or
unscheduled telework, GAI classes will meet on time. OPM’s operating status website is
http://www.opm.gov/status/index.aspx. Please call GAI at 202-333-4838 if you have further inquiries regarding
cancellations or delays. Radio station WTOP 103.5 FM provides updates on OPM operations.




Monday, September 9, 2019

Congressional Operations Seminar

Agenda
Room 2060

8:00 -8:30 am
8:30 -9:15am
9:15 -9:30 am
9:30 -10:45 am

10:45 -11:00 am
11:00 -12:00 pm

12:00 -12:45 pm
12:45 -2:00 pm

2:00 -2:15pm
2:15 -3:30 pm
3:30 -4:00 pm

Rayburn House Office Building
Continental Breakfast

Introduction

Joshua C. Huder, Ph.D
Senior Fellow

Government Affairs Institute at Georgetown University

Break

The Nature of Congress

Matt Glassman, Ph.D.
Senior Fellow
Government Affairs Institute at Georgetown University

Break

Leadership and Organization in the 116th Congress

Laura Blessing, Ph.D.
Senior Fellow
Government Affairs Institute at Georgetown University

Lunch

Key Stages in the Legislative Process
Josh Huder, Ph.D. A

Break

Staffing a Member’s Personal Office

Rachael Bornstein

Chief of Staff

Congresswoman Suzanne Bonamici, Oregon’s 1% District
United States House of Representatives

Obtain Gallery Passes from Member Offices



Room 2060

Tuesday, September 10, 2019 Rayburn House Office Building
8:00 -8:30am Continental Breakfast
8:30 -9:00 am A Member's Perspective on Serving in the 116th Congress
The Honorable Justin Amash [INVITED]
Representative
State of Michigan - District 3
U.S. House of Representatives
9:00 -9:30am Briefing on Observing Committee Hearings and Floor Action
Josh Huder, Ph.D.
9:30 -12:00 pm Attend House and Senate Committee Hearings

12:00 -12:30 pm

12:30 -1:30 pm

1:30 -1:45pm
1:45 -2:45pm
2:45 -3:00 pm
3:00 -4:00 pm

Lunch

Congress and the Media

Matthew Fuller
Congressional Reporter
Huffington Post

Break

The Electoral Dimension

David Wasserman
House Editor
The Cook Political Report

Break

Partisanship in Congress: Has It Always Been This Bad?
Josh Huder, Ph.D.



- Room 2060

Wednesday, September 11, 2019 Rayburn House Office Building
8:00 -8:30am Continental Breakfast
8:30 -9:30 am The Budget Dilemma

Mark Harkins

Senior Fellow ,
Government Affairs Institute at Georgetown University

9:30 -9:45 am Break 3 "‘i, * ﬁ‘ ; ,~ @
MR/ A A Sy
1 9:45 -10:45 am The Congressional Appropriations Process
Ben Nicholson

Former Staff Director

Subcommittee on Homeland Security
Committee on Appropriations

U. S. House of Representatives

10:45 -11:00 am Break

11:00 -12:00 pm Leadership in the House of Representatives © e
Timothy J. Alberta

Chief Political Correspondent o
Politico

12:00 -12:45pm  Lunch

12:45 - 1:45 pm The Unique Nature of the Senate
David Schiappa
Partner
Duberstein Group, Inc.
and

Former Republican Secretary
United States Senate

1:45 -4:00 pm Observe Floor Action in the House and Senate
LAY N A
b &
é‘; F i ¢



Room 2060

Thursday, September 12, 2019 Raybum House Office Building
8:00 -8:30am Continental Breakfast
8:30 -9:30 am Roundtable Discussion
Josh Huder, Ph.D.
9:30 -9:45am Break
9:45 -10:45 am The Role of Congresswnal Commlttee Staff

Hugh Halpern § L /% 7 b 4
House FlooﬂDue(;E;r g‘; ‘;.»:{ S, &
Office of the Speaker of the House
Speaker Paul Ryan
and

Former Staff Director

- Committee on Rules
U.S. House of Representatives

10:45 -11:00 am Break

11:00 -12:00 pm A Former Member's Perspective on the Congress .y

The Honorable William V. Hilleary (R)
Chief of Staff , ya
Office of The Honorable John W. Rose
State of Tennessee -- 6th District
U.S. House of Representatives
and .
Former Representative .
State of Tennessee--4th District
U.S. House of Representatives

12:00 - 12:45 pm Lunch

12:45 - 1:45 pm The Trump Administration and Congress

Alexis Simendinger
National Political Correspondent

The Hill
1:45 -2:00 pm Break
2:00 -3:30pm Wrap-up and Eyaluation > 3
%? £y $4 X[ £
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Speaker Bios -

Matt Glassman, Ph.D.

Matt Glassman, Ph.D., joined the Government Affairs Institute as a Senior Fellow in 2017. He
has taught courses on and off the Hill on American government, congressional process,
congressional-presidential relations, and congressional leadership. '

Prior to joining GAI, Matt worked on the Hill at the Congressional Research Service (CRS) for

ten years. His portfolio included.congressional operations, separation of powers, appropriations,
judicial administration, agency ?e%%n,ﬁa'éld c_g}ggressibp’alf‘hisﬁ'@ﬁry.f Je was detailed to the House

Committee on Appropriations as professional staff for the Legislative Branch Subcommittee in

FY2010 and FY2011.

Laura Blessing, Ph.D.

Laura Blessing, Ph.D. joined the Government Affairs Institute as a Senior Fellow in 2015. Prior
to coming to GAI, she earned her PhD from the University of Virginia, where she was also a
Miller Center National Fellow and a fellow for the Bankard Fund for Political Economy. Her
dissertation covers the politics and development of tax policy; her interests include policy,
institutions, and political parties. While at UVA she also taught courses on Congress, the,” *
Presidency, and Media and Politics for students at both UVA and Sweet Briar College. After
defending her dissertation she worked on the Hill as an American Political Science Adsociation
(APSA) Congressional Fellow. She served as the legislative assistant for tax policy for Lloyd
Doggett (D, TX), a senior member of the Ways and Means Committee. She is currently
working on a book on the politics of tax policy from the midcentury period to today.

Education: PhD, University of Virginia; MA, University of Virginia; MAT, Johns Hopkins
University; BA, George Washington University.



Rachael Bornstein

Rachael Bornstein serves as Chief of Staff to Congresswoman Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR), the
ranking member of the Environment Subcommittee and vice-ranking member of the Education
and Workforce Committee. Since beginning with Congresswoman Bonamici in March 2012, she
has overseen all aspects of the Congresswoman’s agenda, including the development of political, -
policy, and communications strategies, and has been instrumental in helping Congresswoman
Bonamici establish leadership roles in issues related to education, the environment, and

consumer protections. Congresswoman Bonamici was elected in a special election in January
2012 to represent the First Congressmnal Dlstrlct of Oregon and is currently serving in her fourth
term. '; Bt 1 e o
Prior to joining Congresswoman Bonam101 S staff Rachael served as Legislative Director for
Congressman Jim Langevin (D-RI), managing his legislative portfolio with a focus on energy,
environment, transportation, and appropriations issues. Rachael was the Health Policy Advisor to
Congressman Patrick Kennedy (D-RI) until July 2008, working extensively on substance use
policy and helping to establish the Addiction, Treatment, and Recovery Caucus. She also worked
on the successful effort to pass mental health parity legislation into law, requiring mental illness
and substance use disorders treatment to be covered equally by health insurers. Rachael joined
Congressman Kennedy’s office in 2001 as a Staff Assistant.

A resident of Washington, D.C., Rachael is-a graduate of the University of Maryland and Has a
B.A. in Government and Politics, as well as a citation in Public Leadership. E

Justin Amash

Representative Justin Amash (pronounced uh-MOSH) represents Michigan's Third District in
the 116th United States Congress. He was elected to his first term on November 2, 2010.

Justin was born in Grand Rapids. Michigan. He received his bachelor’s degree with High Honors
in economics from the University of Michigan and his juris doctor from the University of
Michigan Law School. He worked for his family’s business, as a business lawyer, and as a
Michigan state representative betfore his election to Congress.

Justin leads the incorporation of Facebook and other social media into his work as an elected
official by posting explanations of his votes online, and he has set new standards for
transparency and accountability.

Justin believes government overspending is one of the biggest threats to our economic health and
national security, and he has introduced an innovative balanced budget amendment—the
Business Cycle Balanced Budget Amendment—to control goyernment spending and reduce the

national debt. He supports a fam;an}d mmple tax code: a’ﬁg a 1eculatory environment that promotes
economic prosperity. AR LR "‘{ :

As an ardent defender of Americans’ civil liberties, Justin has been a leading critic of
the unconstitutional suspicionless mass collection of all Americans’ phone records, the indefinite



detention provisions in the National Defense Authorizaﬁon Act ( NDAA)., and the Cyber
Intelligence Sharing and Protection Act (CISPA).

When asked by a New York Times reporter to describe his voting methodology, Justin
explained: “I follow a set of principles, I follow the Constitution. And that’s what [ base my
votes on. Limited government, economic freedom, and individual liberty.”

Justin chairs the House Liberty Caucus. He lives in Cascade Charter Township with his wife

Kara, a graduate ot Calvin College and a former elementary school teacher. Justin and Kara have
three children.

M Matth?aw Fuller 3,63
Matt Fuller covers Congress for The Hufﬁngton Post. - Prior to his current position, he was the
House beat writer for Roll Call. He previously covered defense, veterans affairs, energy and
agriculture for CQ, as well as the House and Senate floor. He came to CQ Roll Call as a

legislative information researcher in August 2010 and was prekusly an intern for Roll Call's
GalleryWatch team.

Hailing from the seacoast area of New Hampshire, Matt graduated from Saint Anselm College in

2010. During his college days, he founded a joke newspaper and served as a member of student
government.

David Wasserman ’ :
P
David Wasserman is House Editor of The Cook Political Report, a non-partisan publication that
provides analysis of the Presidential, U.S. Senate, House and gubernatorial races for its
subscribers. David is responsible for handicapping and analyzing U.S. House races.

He served as an analyst for the NBC News Election Night Decision Desk in 2008 and 2010, and
has appeared on NBC Nightly News, ABC World News, C-SPAN Washington Journal, CNN,
and NPR. His commentary on House races has been cited in numerous print and online
publications including Politico, The New York Times, The Washington Post, USA Today, The
Wall Street Journal, U.S. News & World Report, The Economist, Pollster.com,
RealClearPolitics.com, and FiveThirtyEight.com. He also serves as an Associate Editor of
National Journal magazine.

In April 2011, David authored "Better Know a District," The Cook Political Report's
comprehensive 2012 redistricting outlook. Prior to joining The Cook Political Report in June
2007, David served for three years as House Editor of Sabato's Crystal Ball, a widely respected
political analysis newsletter and website founded by renowned Prof. Larry J. Sabato, Director of
the University of Virginia's Center for Politics. In that role, David led the publication to correctly
predict Democrats would score a gam of 29 House seats in November 2006. He also served as an
off-air analyst for BBC America's Electlon nght coverage of the 2006 mldterm races.

David has also worked on numerous political campaigns, including competitive races in Iowa,
South Dakota, and Virginia. A native of New Jersey, he holds a B.A. in Government with
distinction from the University of Virginia.



Mark Harkins -

Mark B. Harkins joined the Government Affairs Institute as a Senior Fellow in 2013. Prior to
joining GAI, Mark was a senior public policy advisor at a number of law firms where he focused
on the representation of corporate, nonprofit and government clients before Congress and the
Executive Branch. He has extensive experience with the federal appropriations and budgeting
process, as well as issues handled by the Financial Services, Science, Ways and Means, and
Homeland Security Committees.

Mark came to the Hill in 1989 and . worked for two Members of- Congress and one Committee
before taking the position of Semor Leglslaﬁve Ass1stant to Representatwe David Price (D-NC),
where his portfolio included appropriatlons His hext a531gr1rnent f Was as Legislative Director for
the Democrats to the House Science Committee. Ultimately he served as Chief of Staff for Brad
Miller (D-NC).

Prior to working on Capitol Hill, he worked as Sports Information Director at Swarthmore
College where he also received his BA Degree in Economics. He was.once a co-owner of one
of the largest fantasy sports statistics service in the United States.

Ben Nicholson

Ben Nicholson served as Vice President of Government Relations with L-3 Communicatiosns
between 2014 and 2018. Prior to that, he spent 12 years on the staff of the House Appfopriations
Committee. He originally came to the committee as a Coast Guard Fellow. He served a total of
13 years in the Coast Guard. Ben became lead staffer for the minority on the Homeland Security
subcommittee in 2008, and was serving as Majority Staff Director of the subcommittee when he
- left the committee in late 2014. Ben is a graduate of U.S. Coast Guard Academy and has two
Master's degrees from the University of Michigan.

Timothy J. Alberta

Tim Alberta is Chief Political Correspondent for Politico, a job he took in January 2017.
Previously, he was Chief Political Correspondent for National Review, a position he took in
October of 2015. Just prior to taking that position, he was Senior Political Correspondent for
National Journal. He formerly served as leadership reporter and senior editor of National Journal
Hotline, where he edited the publication’s popular tip-sheets and directed its coverage of the
2012 Republican presidential race.

A native of Michigan, Alberta was an. award -winning reporter on state government while

studying journalism and political s sc1ence at Mlchlgan State UmversHy He moved to D.C. in

January 2008 to cover Congress while- mtemlng -with the Wall Strect Journal. Shortly thereafter,

Alberta joined Politico, where he worked as an assistant editor and web producer while also

reporting on the 2010 midterm elections. Recently, Tim has been hard at work finishing up his
book: American Carnage: On the Front Lines of the Repubhcan Civil War and the Rise of

* President Trump, due out in July of 2019.



David Schiappa -

David Schiappa, Partner, joined the Duberstein Group after retiring in 2013 from the United
States Senate after almost 29 years of service. David served under Republican Leaders Bob
Dole, Trent Lott, Bill Frist, and the current Majority Leader, Mitch McConnell. From 2001
until his retirement, Schiappa served as Republican Secretary, and held the titles of Secretary for
the Minority and Secretary for the Majority, depending on party control of the Senate. During

his tenure in the Senate, Schiappa also served as the Assistant Secretary for the Majority and as
the Republican Floor Assistant.

Schiappa’s role as the Secretary for the Majo ty (or l\t/ihnorlty), Was to assist the Republican
Leader and all Republican Senatons on the1r legislative agenda= As part of his responsibilities
on the Senate floor, Schiappa served as a liaison between the Repubhean Leader and the
Democrat leadership in negotiating agreements on legislative and executive matters. He also
provided parliamentary advice and counsel to all Republican Senators regarding floor strategy
during consideration of all pending matters on the Senate floor.

Schiappa assisted each Republican Leader with their weekly leadership meetings. During those
meetings David provided counsel to the entire Republican leadership team on legislative strategy
and the status of any negotiations with the Democrat leadership. His role also required a close

collaboration with the Chairman and Ranking Member of each committee, as well as their staff
directors.

Y
In addition to assisting every Senator in the Republican Conference with their legislative

priorities, Schiappa met each week with their Chlefs of Staff to keep them apprised of the
leglslatlve calendar and progress.

As an officer of the Senate, Schiappa participated in many official and ceremonial functions,
including participating in Joint Sessions of Congress, Republican National Conventions,

Presidential Inaugural activities, as well as accompanying Senators abroad for official -
Congressional Delegations.

Schiappa was included for over a decade on Roll Call’s Fabulous 50, which showcases Capitol

Hill’s leading staffers and the people behind the scenes who wield the power and drive their
party’s message. '



Hugh Halpern -

Until his retirement in January of 2019, Hugh Halpern served as the Director of Floor Operations
in the Office of the Speaker of the United States House of Representatives. In that role, he was
the highest-ranking floor staffer in the House and served as Speaker Paul Ryan’s chief advisor
on all legislative matters. He also oversaw the daily operation of the floor of the House of
Representatives, served as the liaison to the floor operations of all other Republican and
Democratic leadership offices, and oversaw the legislative interactions between the House,
Senate, and White House. In 2018, he was also the recipient of the McCormack Award of
Excellence for Congressional Employees, a reco gnition of a lifetime of bipartisan service to the
House and the highest award given to-congressional staff: Fe X3

ML Abkls <
Prior to joining the Speaker’s ofﬁe’g, he was the staff director b%fﬁégCOmmittee on Rules for 11
years, and served in various roles on the Financial Services Committee, the Energy and

Commerce Committee, and the Public Works and Transportation Committee since he started
with the House in 1987.

William V. Hilleary

The Honorable Van Hilleary is the former Representative from the 4th District of Tennessee ('95
- '02). He recently took the position of Chief of Staff to Representative John Rose, a Republican
representing the 6th District of Tennessee. A native of Tennessee, Vian helped start and rufi the
family textile company. He graduated from the University of Tennessee, served in the Air Force,
went to law school, and then volunteered for duty in the Persian Gulf War. He flew 24 missions
in a C-130. He ran for Congress on the Republican ticket in 1994 and was elected with 57% of
the vote. He was re-elected 3 more times, each time with a greater percentage of the vote. He
served on the Armed Services Committee, the Budget Committee, and the Committee on
Education and the Workforce.

He left the Congress in 2002 to run for Governor, but lost in a close race, 51-48%.. A longtime

favorite speaker on our programs, Congressman Hilleary was elected to serve on GAI’s Board of
Directors in 2013.

Alexis Simendinger

Alexis Simendinger is an award-winning journalist who has covered the White House, Congress,
national affairs and presidential politics for respected, nonpartisan news outlets in Washington
since 1986, reporting on five presidents, including Donald Trump.

~ Before joining The Hill in 2017 as national political correspondent, Alexis covered the White
House and President Obama for RealClearPolitics and was on the trail to report on the 2012 and
2016 presidential elections. ‘

In 2017, she was inducted into thei§

Loy . AR e & _
: chi:c'ty__of ,Pfofessigﬁal\;;] ournalists' "Hall of Fame" in
‘Washington, along with ABC News’ Martha Raddatz and Washington Post columnist Gene
Weingarten, saluted for her more than two decades of excellence in reporting about the nation's
capital.



i

For National Journal magazine, Alexis covered Presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush as
White House correspondent, and also reported on the Senate and national politics. She won the
esteemed Aldo Beckman Memorial Award in 2008, administered by the White House
Correspondents' Association, for sustained excellence in coverage of the presidency.

Early in her career, she reported for The Tampa Tribune in Florida, and covered the White House
and Congress for BNA Inc.

Alexis earned a master's degree in journalism from the Umver31ty of Missouri-Columbia, and her
B.A. from New College in Sarasota, FL.



