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3. Washington State China Relations Council ( WSCRC )
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6. Agriculture Sector, Snohomish County Executive’s Office
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ISR O GO SRS E] MORE THAN

OF INTERNATIONAL

LEADERSHIP PROGRAM | Eexchange

Each year, almost 5,000 International Visitors come to the United States. Since 1940,
more than 200,000 International Visitors have engaged with Americans through the IVLF.
35 current and 314 former Chiefs of State or Heads of Government are IVLP alumni.

The International Visitor Leadership Program (WLF] What do International Visitors do in the U.5.7

is the LS. Department of State's premier profes- Participants typically visit four diverse communities
sional exchange program. The goal of the [VLP is in the United States over three weeks. They travel
to provide firsthand knowledge about U.5. society, alone, with others from their home country, or they
culture, and politics, while cultivating lasting rela- may be in a group with people from all different
tionships. By connecting current and emerging for- nationalities, depending on the project’s theme.
eign leaders with their American counterparts, VP Participants are accompanied by either a foreign
fosters lasting relationships and helps strengthen language interpreter or a liaison officer, and as
LS. engagement with countries around the world. they travel, they:

+ Meet with professional counterparts in both
Who administers the IVLP? the public and private sector.
The U.S. Department of State's Bureau of Educational * Explore American society, history, and culture.
and Cultural Affairs funds and administers the IVLP * Engage in home hospitality with American
in cooperation with a group of private, not-for-profit families to better understand the diversity
organizations based in Washington, D.C. In addition, that exists in the United States.
IVLP relies on the commitment and skills of more There is no application process for the IVLP.
than 90 volunteer-based community organizations Participants are nominated by the staff at U.5.
in 44 states that are members of the Glabal Ties Embassies, and thematic topics are based on key
LS. network. foreign policy objectives.

PROJECTS COVER A BROAD ARRAY OF THEMES, SOME OF WHICH INCLUDE:

+ Civic education « English language instruction « Journalism

+ Combating trafficking in parsons « Entraprencsurism » Mational security and counter-terrorism
» Democracy « Environmental protection « LS. foreign policy

» Diversity « Food security and safety « Volunteerism

+ Education « Human rights « Women's leadership

« Energy security + Intarnational haalkth « Youth leadership

BUREAU OF EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS U.5. DEPARTMENT OF STATE E
http://exchanges.state.gov/ivip facebook.com/StatelVLP twitter.com/StatelVLP
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GRICULTURAL TRADE AND FOOD SAFETY
A Multi-Regional Project
TEAM CITY ASSIGNMENTS

Team Cincinnati

Ms. Michaela Jedlickovi Czech Republic

Ms. Pnina Oren Shnei Dor Israel

Mr. Ousmane Mbaye Senegal

Ms. Chamila Kumari Withana Arachchige Sri Lanka
Mr. Araya Rojjanawanicharkorn Thailand

Mr. Leonardo Olivera Uruguay

Accompanied by:

Ms. Linda Harris

Team Indianapolis
Ms. Laura Pasculli HenaoColombia
Mr. Marc Rene Thomas Leguen De LacroixE.U.
Mr. Amol Rajendrarao Jagtap India
Ms. Aizhan Karabayeva Kazakhstan
Mr. Rasaq Oyinloye Oyeleke, Ph.D. Nigeria
Mr. Edwin Suliveta Moe TamaseseSamoa
Ms. Thi Le Nguyen Vietnam
Accompanied by:
Mr. Kent Moorhead
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Team Little Rock
Mr. Qudratullah RahmatiAfghanistan
Mr. Gabriel Sebastian Layseca AstudilloChile

Ms. Amélie Gabrielle SchellFrance

Ms. Hanan Fouad Hamid Hashem Egypt
Ms. Johan Selita DavidGuyana

Mr. Fernando Egidio Amaral Timor-Leste
Accompanied by:

Ms. Rachel Cheeseborough

Team Orlando
Ms. Maria Gabriela Mora-Mora Costa Rica
Mr. Hon Chung SitHong Kong S.A.R.
Mr. Sujan Dhungel Nepal
Ms. Vanja Koji¢ Serbia
Mr. Tsung Lin Hung Taiwan
Mr. Essa Abdulrahman Sayed Murtaza Alhashmi United Arab
Emirates
Mr. Isaac MwaipopoZambia
Accompanied by:
Mr. Virgil Bodine
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AGRICULTURAL TRADE AND FOOD SAFETY
A Multi-Regional Project

April 29 —- May 17, 2019

Submitted to: United States Department of State
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs
Office of International Visitors
Ms. Anne Grimes, Director
Ms. Sana Abed-Kotob, Ph.D., Chief, Regional Programs Division
Mr. Scott Van Alstine, Program Officer

Ms. Joyce Weems-Harrod, Program Coordinator

Submitted by: Institute of International Education
International Visitor Leadership Programs
Ms. Eurica Huggins, Lead
Mr. Robert Means, Project Manager
Telephone: (202) 326-7760
Email: rmeans@iie.org
Ms. Angel Fang, Project Coordinator
Email: yfang@iie.org

The Department of State has outlined the following specific objectives for the project:

e Examine U.S. policies and programs related to agricultural trade, food safety and sustainable
agriculture;

e Analyze the political, social, environmental, and economic forces that influence U.S.
agricultural trade policies;

eExplore how U.S. food commodities are regulated and marketed, from farm-to-table to
international export; and

e Assess how federal, regional and local programs for agricultural research, inspection, trade
promotion and resource conservation help ensure U.S. agricultural competitiveness in the
global marketplace.
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PROGRAM CALENDAR

April 29 —May 17, 2019

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

April 27
Atrrive
Washington,
DC

28

29

Project

Opening

30

May 1

4

Travel to Team

Cities:
Cincinnati,
Ohio;
Indianapolis,
Indiana;
Little Rock,
Arkansas;
Orlando,
Florida

Travel to
Des Moines,

Towa

10

11

12

13

14

Travel to
Seattle,

Washington

15

16

17

18

International

Departure
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AGRICULTURAL TRADE AND FOOD SAFETY

A Multi-Regional Project

THEME SHEET

April 29 —May 17, 2019

CITY THEMES
The Structure of U.S. Government
WASHINGTON, DC Regulating Agriculture and Food Safety

Saturday, April 27 —
Saturday, May 4

U.S. Trade and Export Policy
Advocacy for Food Safety and Security
Ensuring Food Safety in Retail and Food Preparation

Team Cities:

CINCINNATI, OHIO;
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA;
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS;
ORLANDO, FLORIDA
Saturday, May 4 —

Ensuring Food Safety in Processing and
Manufacturing

Farm-to-Table and Sustainable Agriculture

DES MOINES, IOWA
Wednesday, May 8 —
Tuesday, May 14

Ensuring Food Safety in Growing and Storage of
Agricultural Products

University Food Safety Research

Agribusiness and GMO Debates

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
Tuesday, May 14—
Saturday, May 18

Ensuring Safety in Food Distribution and Shipping
Agricultural Trade and Tariffs Policy

Arrival: Participants should arrive in Washington, DC on Saturday, April 25.

Washington hotel: In Washington, visitors will stay at the Homewood Suites Hotel, 1475

Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20005 (202) 265-5810.

Departure: Visitors will return home from Seattle/Tacoma International Airport (SEA) , on

Saturday, May 18.
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Note: All meetings and events are pending unless otherwise indicated.

Washington, DC__(Saturday, April 27 — Saturday, May 4)

Themes: The Structure of U.S. Government
Regulating Agriculture and Food Safety in the United States
U.S. Trade and Export Policy
Advocacy for Food Safety and Security

Ensuring Food Safety in Retail and Food Preparation

The following program is anticipated.:

City Tour: On Sunday, the group will participate in a tour of Washington’s major sites and
monuments, emphasizing federalism and the ideals and principles underlying U.S. society, culture

and institutions. Site visits will include memorials, the U.S. Capitol and the White House.

Overview of U.S. Federalism: Following the city tour, a federalism speaker will provide an
overview of the U.S. system of government, its decentralized nature and the decision-making

process embedded within the system.

Project Opening: The project will officially open on Monday, April 29. The U.S. Department of
State and IIE project team will welcome the group and invite each participant to speak briefly about
his or her background and goals for this project, followed by an overview of the program followed by

an administrative briefing.

U.S. Department of State: The visitors will meet with representatives of the Office of Global Food
Security to for a discussion of its work with multilateral partners to advance food security and

nutrition globally.

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) : USDA expands markets for agricultural products,
finances economic and infrastructure projects for rural America, enhances food safety, provides food
assistance and manages and protects public and private lands. A half-day visit at USDA will acquaint
the visitors with USDA’s role in regulating U.S. agriculture and food safety. Meetings will be
requested with the following: Food Safety and Inspection Service, the public health agency
responsible for ensuring that the nation’s commercial supply of meat, poultry and egg products is safe
and correctly labeled and packaged; the Economic Research Service, which identifies emerging
trends in agriculture and conducts economic research to inform policy decisions; the National
Institute of Food and Agriculture, which provides leadership and funding for programs that
advance agricultural-related sciences; and the Farm Services Agency, which provides loans to

America’s farmers and administers farm commodity programs.
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U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) : The FDA is a scientific regulatory federal agency
responsible for the safety of the nation’s domestically produced and imported foods, cosmetics, drugs,
biologics, medical devices and radiological products. Representatives will address the agency’s

primary function and programs to ensure consumer protection.

Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) : USTR develops and coordinates U.S.
international trade, commodity and direct investment policy and leads or directs negotiations with
other countries on such matters. A meeting here will examine the Office’s overall responsibility in

international negotiations and how it coordinates policy with respect to agriculture.

National Corn Growers Association (NCGA ) : Founded in 1957, the association represents more
than 40,000 dues-paying corn farmers nationwide and the interests of more than 300,000 growers.
NCGA and its 48 affiliated state organizations work together to create and increase opportunities for
corn growers. Meeting hosts will discuss the activities of industry organizations to represent their

members’ interests

Pew Charitable Trusts, Safe Food Project: The Pew Charitable Trusts is an independent, nonprofit
organization that uses evidence-based, nonprofit analysis to address current challenges facing the
United States. Pew’s Safe Food Project works to improve the government’s prevention- based food
safety strategies to reduce health risks from foodborne pathogens. Meeting hosts will share current
research related to emerging foodborne risks and illness outbreaks, and their partnership with

institutions like the Centers for Disease Control.

National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition (NSAC) : NSAC is a U.S. alliance of grassroots
organizations that advocates for federal policy reform to advance the sustainability of agriculture,
food systems, natural resources and rural communities. NSAC representatives will discuss the ways
they build leadership among over 100-member organizations to advance environmental health,

economic profitability and social and economic equity.

The Lugar Center: The Lugar Center, under the leadership of former United States Senator Richard
G. Lugar, fosters debate on global issues, including food security. The Center works to keep this
issue at the forefront of foreign policy debates and to educate government leaders, students and
citizens. Representatives of the Lugar Center will share details about the advocacy work they are
doing to both increase agricultural productivity globally and ensure that smallholder farmers benefit

from improved technologies, extension, market access and better infrastructure.

Wegmans: Wegmans is a family-owned regional supermarket chain with 92 stores in New York,
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Virginia, Maryland and Massachusetts. It is one of the largest private
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companies in the United States, with over 47,000 employees and annual sales in 2016 of $8.3 billion.
Participants will visit one of Wegmans’ Washington-area stores where store managers and safety
officials will discuss safe food handling in a retail food store, and lead a tour to enable visitors to
observe how a culture of safe food handling is implemented throughout the store, particularly in the

produce, meats and prepared foods departments.

Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) : CGIAR science is
dedicated to reducing poverty, enhancing food and nutrition security and improving natural resources
and ecosystem services. Its research is carried out by 15 CGIAR centers in close collaboration with
national and regional research institutes, civil society organizations, academia, development
organizations and the private sector. Representatives of CGIAR will discuss current efforts and
initiatives to enhance ecosystem resilience through high-quality international agricultural research,

partnership and leadership.

Team Cities: Cincinnati, Ohio: Indianapolis, Indiana; Little Rock, Arkansas: and Orlando,
Florida (Saturday, May 4 — Wednesday, May 8 )

Themes: Ensuring Food Safety in Processing and Manufacturing

Farm-to-Table and Sustainable Agriculture

The group will divide to visit four cities in the Midwestern and Southern regions of the United
States — Cincinnati, Ohio; Indianapolis, Indiana; Little Rock, Arkansas; and Orlando, Florida —
demonstrating the diversity of American culture, landscape and communities. Programming in each
city will be similar, but smaller teams will allow for in-depth discussion with interlocutors and
opportunities for site visits at facilities where a large group would be impractical. Each team will
meet with a variety of resources at the local level addressing farm-to-table and sustainable agriculture
as well as how food safety measures are implemented at food processing facilities. Participants will

experience home hospitality and partake in cultural events unique to the areas they visit.

Cincinnati, Ohio

The following program is anticipated.:

Food Processing Facilities: Participants will visit the production facilities a food processing company
to observe the steps taken by the facility to ensure the safety of its products. Possible production

facilities could include Wornick Foods, a large processor of convenience foods, including military
rations (MREs) .

Sustainable Farming: The program will include a visit to Turner Farm, the largest certified

organic farm in the Cincinnati area. Located in the village of Indian Hill, the farm has been in
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operation since the early 1800s. In 1994, under the stewardship of Bonnie Mitsui, it adopted
organic growing practices. The farm is home to a variety of plants and animals, both domestic and
wild, and features open pastures for the sheep and chickens interspersed with gardens and fields.
Turner Farm is also home to one of the nation’s premier teaching kitchens and provides educational
opportunities for community members who want to bring the Turner Farm ethos of stewardship
into their own kitchens. A representative of the farm will meet with visitors to provide insights into

sustainable and organic farming as well as the farm’s educational mission in the community.

Cincinnati State University - Sustainable Agriculture Management Certificate Program: The
Sustainable Agriculture Management Certificate program leads to career opportunities in specialty
crop growing operations, farmers’ markets, and other urban agriculture initiatives. Students
participate in continuous hands-on learning at a local farm throughout the program. Coursework
includes soil and plant science, detailed production of specialty crops and an introduction to raising
small animals, along with the financial, marketing and management skills needed to successfully
run an agriculture business. Faculty and students will meet with visitors for a discussion of best

practices in training future professionals in sustainable agriculture methods.

Farm to Table: The local sponsor will coordinate a roundtable discussion with representatives of
several local farm-to-table restaurants to discuss the farm-to-table concept, how they have been
received by the public, how they develop menus and coordinate with local growers, and best

practices in working with seasonally and locally sourced ingredients.

Home Hospitality: Visitors will share a meal with local families to experience American life in a

casual setting.

Indianapolis, Indiana

The following program is anticipated.:

Food Processing Facilities: Participants will visit the production facilities a food processing company
to observe the steps taken by the facility to ensure the safety of its products. Possible production
facilities could include Delco Foods, a family-owned company that produces and distributes specialty

and Italian foods, including meats, cheeses, olive oil and artisanal breads.

Sustainable Farming: The program will include a visit to Berry Goods Farm LLC, which
produces sustainably raised fruits, vegetables, chickens and turkeys using locally sourced,
non-GMO feeds, organic fertilizer and compost and minimal spraying when necessary. The farm
was formed in 2014 by Amy Surburg, an engineer-turned- farmer, who now runs the farm with the

help of her husband and their five children. Ms. Surburg will meet with visitors to provide insights
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into sustainable and organic farming practices. The group may also visit one of the facilities of
Growing Places Indy (GPI) , which manages four urban farm sites totaling 1.5 acres (6,000
square meters ) , and has helped numerous other gardens and urban farms take root in Indianapolis.
Since 2010, GPI’s farm production and sales has grown from serving a handful of restaurants, to
serving more than 40 Indianapolis restaurants and grocers and an annual Vegetable Subscription

Program for 20-30 households, an example of Community-Supported Agriculture.

Big Green: Big Green works to build a healthier future for kids by connecting them to real food
through a nationwide network of Learning Gardens and food literacy programs that create
experiential learning and garden-based education opportunities in schools in low-income
neighborhoods. Its programming at each school begins with the installation of a brand-new built
environment—the Learning Garden space. There are currently more than 30 Learning Gardens
established and growing at Indianapolis schools. Big Green is a nonprofit organization affiliated
with two local farm-to-table restaurants. Participants will visit a Big Green Learning Garden to

observe the program.

Farm to Table: The local sponsor will coordinate a roundtable discussion with representatives of
several local farm-to-table restaurants to discuss the farm-to-table concept, how they have been
received by the public, how they develop menus and coordinate with local growers, and best

practices in working with seasonally and locally sourced ingredients.

Home Hospitality: Visitors will share a meal with local families to experience American life in a

casual setting.

Little Rock, Arkansas

The following program is anticipated.:

Food Processing Facilities: Safe Foods Corporation was founded in 1999 by a team of entrepreneurs
seeking to ensure a safer food supply by reducing the number of foodborne illnesses and foodborne
illness-related deaths around the world. Safe Foods developed an antimicrobial technology, Cecure,
which has been implemented in more than half of the poultry plants in the United States, including
Arkansas’s Tyson Foods. A representative of Safe Foods will meet the group at a Tysons location or
another food processing facility that uses Safe Foods’ technology for a tour and demonstration of Safe
Foods’ technology. We could ask Lawson to introduce us to those who would be willing to let the

delegates tour to see how Cecure and other products are used.

Sustainable Farming: Participants will visit North Pulaski Farms, in Cabot, Arkansas (about a half

hour drive from Little Rock ) . North Pulaski Farms has produced organic fruits and vegetables using
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sustainable methods since it was founded in 2009 by Kelly Carney, a retired software developer. The
farm offers a Certified Organic Community Supported Agriculture share membership program for
central Arkansas. Mr. Carney will meet with the group to provide a tour and discuss the farm’s
operations and the Community Supported Agriculture program. The program will include a visit to
Dunbar Garden, an urban teaching garden for adults and elementary and middle school students in
Little Rock. Dunbar sells its produce through several local farmer’s markets and to local restaurants.
Participants will meet with Dunbar Garden’s manager, Damian Thompson, for a discussion of

sustainable and organic farming as well as the farm’s educational mission in the community.

University of Arkansas Extension Service: Amanda McWhirt, Extension Horticulture Production
Specialist, and Jackie Lee, Extension Horticulture Integrated Pest Management Specialist, will be
invited to meet with the delegates to discuss the services provided by the Extension Services to

local farm operators.

Farm to Table: The Root Café in downtown Little Rock’s South on Main district is a very
successful farm-to-market restaurant, serving locally-sourced foods for breakfast, lunch and dinner.
One of the Root Café’s owners/operators about will be invited to meet the group for a discussion of
the farm-to-table concept, how they have been received by the public, how they develop menus and
coordinate with local growers, and best practices in working with seasonally and locally sourced

ingredients.

Home Hospitality: Visitors will share a meal with local families to experience American life in a

casual setting.

Orlando, Florida

The following program is anticipated.:

Food Processing Facilities: Participants will visit the production facilities a food processing
company to observe the steps taken by the facility to ensure the safety of its products. Possible
production facilities could include Easy Foods Inc., a local company that produces tortillas and
various chips. They recently opened a $14 million manufacturing plant south of Orlando, a
state-of-the-art facility with research and development capabilities that enhance the production of the
company’s products. Visitors may have the opportunity to visit and speak with staff about their food
safety processes and standards. The program may also include a visit to T.G. Lee Dairy, Central

Florida’s largest dairy, for a tour and discussion of dairy production and safety methods.

Sustainable Farming: Participants will visit Sustainable Synergy, an agriculture consulting

organization that works with individuals and organizations who want to expand into sustainable agriculture
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and locally sourced food. Sustainable Synergy recently partnered with Central Florida YMCAs to launch a
“Superfood Delivery Program,” bringing locally grown organic food straight to local YMCAs for convenience,
education and to allow community members to meet the farmers in person. The program will also include a
visit to Sundew Gardens, a community market garden that operates through Community Supported
Agriculture (CSA) , a subscription system in which consumers pay a membership fee to cover the
cost of the farm’s operations and the farmer’s salary and in return receive weekly shares of the farm’s
output. A representative of Sundew Gardens will discuss CSA operating model and its benefits for

growers and the community.

University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Science Extension (IFAS) :
Participants will visit the University of Florida where a meeting at the IFAS Downtown Orlando
office will focus on extension services and research on greenhouse production, small farms and urban

agriculture.

Farm to Table: Participants will visit Florida & Co., Orlando’s first eatery blending local
naturally grown ingredients with a focus on healthy recipes. Founder Emily Rankin will discuss
the farm-to-table concept, how the restaurant has been received by the public, how she and her
team develop menus and coordinate with local growers, and best practices in working with

seasonally and locally sourced ingredients.

Home Hospitality: Visitors will share a meal with local families to experience American life in a

casual setting.

Des Moines, lowa _(Wednesday May 8 — Tuesday, May 14 )

Themes: Ensuring Food Safety in Storage and Transportation of Agricultural Products
University Food Safety Research
Agribusiness and GMO Debates

The following program is anticipated.:

Landus Co-Op: This regional cooperative includes over 7,000 farmer-owners who work to ensure
fair prices for the products produced on Iowa farms. Landus Co-op has 70 locations across lowa.
Representatives will discuss their co-operative agriculture model, with a focus on their work with
grain buying, grain marketing and grain handling ( inspection, storage and transportation ) . As part
of the meeting, the group will visit the site of one of Landus’s grain elevators to see how member

farmers deliver crops.

LongView Farms: This farm produces commercial corn and soybeans, and provides crop services

ranging from complete crop production to meeting specific crop needs such as spraying and harvest
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assistance. A visit to LongView Farms will focus on how a large scale ( approximately 6,000 acres
or 25 square kilometers ) farm uses technology and research to produce high quality yields and to

remain competitive.

Corteva Agriscience: Formerly known as Pioneer Hy-Bred, Corteva is the agricultural division of
DowDupont. It was founded in 1926 with the goal of developing hybrid seed corn. It has grown into
an international corporation that reaches nearly 70 countries and has expanded to offering other
agricultural products such as soybeans, wheat and rice. Corteva seed is grown around the world, and
their products include seeds that are genetically modified to be more drought resistant. Company
representatives will talk about the company’s position on GMO’s and the policy, trade and safety

implications of GMO crops.

Center for Food Security and Public Health ( CFSPH) , Iowa State University: CFSPH was
established and initially funded by the Centers for Disease Control in 2002. They work to increase
national and international preparedness for accidental or intentional introduction of diseases that
threaten food production or public health. The CFSPH is also affiliated with the Institute for
International Cooperation in Animal Biologics, which works to improve the availability, safety,
efficacy and use of veterinary biologics ( vaccines and diagnostics ) throughout the world. Experts
with this Center will meet with the visitors to discuss their research and the ways that they work with

local and state governments to ensure the health of the food supply by reducing animal diseases.

Seven Pines Farm: Owners Dan and Julie Beougher raise organic vegetables and free-range poultry
on this small farm, as well as pasture-raised hogs and goats. The Beoughers have a Consumer
Supported Agriculture program through which consumers become members and receive products
directly from the farm. A visit to this small farm over the weekend will showcase how smaller,

organic farms are run and managed in the United States.

Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship: The lowa Department of Agriculture
and Land Stewardship (IDALS ) provides leadership in all aspects of agriculture in Iowa, including
food safety, animal health, agricultural diversification and marketing, and soil conservation. Experts
from IDALS will discuss how they ensure the safety of food destined for consumption in Iowa and
around the world, as well as how they ensure availability and quality of commodities produced in

JTowa.

U.S. Commercial Service in Iowa: The U.S. Commercial Service is a federal government agency
helping companies succeed in exporting. The Des Moines office serves businesses across lowa and
connects them to a global network of trade professionals. Services provided by this office include
researching new international markets, finding qualified international buyers and distributors,

promoting lowa companies at trade events around the world, and providing help for these companies
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through every step of the export process. Staff from the U.S. Commercial Service will discuss how

they assist agricultural exporters market their products overseas.

Iowa Soybean Association: The Iowa Soybean Association (ISA ) works to help lowa’s more than
40,000 soybean farmers expand profit opportunities while promoting environmentally sensitive
production using the soybean checkoff and other resources. Staff from ISA will discuss how the
organization promotes and supports the soybean industry in lowa and on a national and international
basis, and will discuss how national and international factors, particularly U.S. trade policy, impact

this large part of lowa's economy.

Downtown Des Moines Farmer’s Market: This downtown market ( open on Saturdays from May
to October ) has been consistently recognized as one of the top 10 farmer’s markets in the United
States. It features Iowa producers from 51 counties across lowa and offers everything from
locally-grown produce to herbs and flowers, to wine, cheese and baked goods. This market has also
been central to supporting small farmers in lowa. A visit here on the weekend will include a meeting
with the Market’s staff and local vendors to discuss farm-to-table programs, in addition to how the

Market oversees food safety protections.

Community Service Opportunity: During the weekend, the local sponsor will arrange for visitors
to engage in a volunteer activity together with American volunteers to showcase the value placed

on community service.

Home Hospitality: Visitors will share a meal with local families to experience American life in a

casual setting.

Seattle, Washington _( Tuesday, May 14 — Saturday, May 18)
Themes: Ensuring Safety in Food Distribution and Shipping
Trade and Tariffs Policy

The following program is anticipated.:

Port of Seattle: The program will include a tour of the facilities at the Port of Seattle, focusing on
facilities that accommodate cargo containers used for food products. The Port of Seattle owns and
operates Seattle-Tacoma International Airport, two cruise ship terminals, the Fishermen’s Terminal

(home of the North Pacific fishing fleet ) , one grain terminal, a public cargo terminal, four public
marinas, and manages a number of real estate assets for financial return and economic advantage. The
Port of Seattle is a public enterprise with unique authority operating in an international, market-driven
environment. A representative will discuss the Port’s policies and security measures at the seaport and

airport to ensure food safety and security. The discussion will include grain handling procedures at
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the Terminal 86 Grain Facility, as well as how the Terminal acts as a facilitator between producers

and processors. A site visit to the Terminal 86 Grain Facility will be requested.

Commodity Forwarders Inc. (CFI): CFl is the largest perishable freight forwarder in the United
States. It specializes in the transportation and distribution of perishable products including fresh or
frozen products, seafood, meat, flowers, foodstuffs, and other produce. They arrange air, ocean,
truck and rail transportation with fourteen United States-based offices and a network of
relationships in Canada, Mexico, Europe, Latin America, South Pacific, Asia and the Middle East.
A representative of CFI will discuss the logistics of transporting and distributing perishable
products via air, ocean, truck, and rail transportation. They will also discuss food safety practices
and regulations associated with storing and shipping the seafood and agricultural produce
commonly handled at their Seattle warehouse. A tour of their facility located near SeaTac Airport

will be requested.

Washington State Department of Agriculture ( WSDA ) : WSDA supports the State’s
agricultural community and promotes consumer and environmental protection. Of its goals is to
facilitate the movement of Washington agricultural products in domestic and international markets.
A representative of WSDA will discuss its International Marketing Program’s programs to facilitate

buyer-seller connections and work with individual companies to promote their products overseas.

Washington State Department of Commerce: The Washington State Department of Commerce is
the lead state agency charged with enhancing and promoting sustainable community and economic
vitality in Washington. A representative of the Commerce Department will discuss the marketing
efforts and support services of the Office of Economic Development Competitiveness, designed to

attract new businesses and investments to the State’s agriculture and food manufacturing sectors.

Washington Council on International Trade ( WCIT ) : WCIT is a private, nonprofit,
nonpartisan association comprised of private sector businesses, public sector and state government
representatives, consular groups, and individuals. WCIT is dedicated to growing Washington's
economy through public policies favorable to expanded opportunities in the global marketplace.
The Council advocates for pro-trade policies at federal and state levels by focusing on key
trade-related issues that impact on the health of businesses and communities. A representative of the
WCIT will discuss the significance of international trade to the economy of Washington State and

the local impact that trade disputes are having on trade relationships with Asia.

Washington State China Relations Council (WSCRC) : WSCRC is dedicated to promoting
stronger commercial, educational and cultural engagement with China. The Council provides its
members opportunities to build connections with the region’s leading companies and enhance

business activity with Chinese partners. The Council’s staff and board of directors regularly advise

32



leaders from business, government, and civic sectors on issues related to China, and the
organization plays a central role in the attraction of direct investment from China into Washington
State.: A representative of the WSCRC will discuss how trade policies, including increased tariffs

on Chinese goods, have affected trade in Washington State.

Departure: Visitors will return home from Seattle/Tacoma International Airport (SEA) on
Saturday, May 18.
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Overview of Animal Health
Institutions in Ames, Iowa

Jim Roth, DVM, PhD
Distinguished Professor
ITowa State University College of Veterinary Medicine
Director, Center for Food Security and Public Health
Executive Directo S

H2FH 6 : Center for Food Security and Public Health, Iowa State University
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