
Agenda for U.S.-Taiwan Rice Technical Meeting 
Residence Inn Sacramento Downtown at Capitol Park 

1121 15th Street, Sacramento, California 
 

23 May 2019 Meeting Room:   Capitol Room               
09:30 – 09:45 Opening Remarks and Introduction of Participants   

Chairmen Balafoutis and Huang 
09:45 – 10:15 U.S. Rice Production and Utilization  

California Rice Production and Utilization   
U.S. Rice Exports and Imports. 
(U.S. side) 

10:15 – 10:45 Taiwan Rice Production, Consumption, Import, and Export  
(Taiwan side) 

10:45~11:30 Information Regarding Taiwan’s Purchasing of U.S. Rice 
1. Status Report for 2018 
2. Tender Plan for 2019  
3. Developments of shares of SBS Tenders and Normal Tenders in 

imports by COA under Country Specific Quotas 
 (Taiwan side) 

11:30 – 12:30  
Discussion of Taiwan Quality Specifications (U.S. side) 

1. Cracked Kernels and Damaged Kernels 
2. Possibility of removing cracked kernels from the damaged kernels 

calculation 
 

12:30 – 13:30 Lunch – In hotel, location TBD 

13:30 – 14:15 Transaction terms and standards for milling degree of export rice in the 
U.S. (Taiwan side) 

14:15 –15:00 Determination of the heat damaged kernels and damaged kernels of brown 
rice in the U.S. (Taiwan side) 

15:00 – 15:15 Coffee Break 

15:15 – 15:45 The progress of U.S. rice exports to China (Taiwan side) 

15:45 – 16:15 Discussion of Taiwan Rice Export Promotion Programs  (U.S. side) 

16:15 – 16:45 Further Discussion, Summary Remarks and closing 

17:30 
Reception &  
Dinner 

Mulvaney’s Building & Loan 
1215 19th St.  
Sacramento, California  95811  Telephone  916.441.10771 

 
Contact Information   
Residence Inn Hotel 916.443.0500   
Bob Cummings   703.980.7424 



Taiwan Delegation 

Chao-hsing Huang, Chairman, Division Director, Agriculture and Food Agency 
Jung-fu Lee, Vice Chairman, Association of Taiwan, R.O.C. Rice Federation 
Kyle Chi, Manager, Chi’s Yuan Feng Enterprise Co., Ltd. 
Robin Jan, Manager, China Industrial Management Co., Ltd. 
Spencer Lee, VP, Shui Me Food Enterprise Co., Ltd. 
Kevin Liang, Manager, Song Agriculture Trading Co. 
Hung-yi Song, Section Chief, Agriculture and Food Agency 
Kenny Yang, Associate Specialist, Agriculture and Food Agency 
 
U.S. Delegation 
Alex Balafoutis, Chairman, Western Foods Company, LLC 
Todd Burich, ADM Rice, Inc. 
Ryan Carwell, Poinsett Rice and Grain 
Chris Crutchfield, American Commodity Company, LLC 
Jess Errecarte, SunWest Foods, Inc. 
Steven Michel, Farmers’ Rice Cooperative 
Rick Rhody, Farmers’ Rice Cooperative 
Michael Rue, rice farmer 
Steve Vargas, Sun Valley Rice 
Akira Morimoto, GM, OMIC Sacramento 
Robert Cummings, USA Rice, observer 
Tim Johnson, California Rice Commission, observer 
Chiou Mey Perng, American Institute in Taiwan, observer 
 


