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UnitTwe:
From india, Neps! to Central Tibet (84 pieces)
Asthe highlight of Indian classioalist art. a7t of Gupta s ntiuntial, Mathura

& deep influsnce over later Paia and Nepalese art. From the 8th cert
ty, horth-sastern india ruled by the Pala Empire beoame one of i
Buddhist artistic centers; Among them are Binar, Gaya, Nalande, ard
Kurkingr, where numerous Budahist temples wers bultt. During the late
Paia Dynasty and particulatiy the Sena Dynasty, eastern Bihar and the
Bengal region became the major production center of Buddl
Sculptures in north-eastern India are mostly made of black stone, brass
and bronze, with solermn fax weil a8 wide and robust torec. Brass or
bronze sculptures usually have aiiver or coppet Inlay. Some works have
semi-precious stons insel, but ssidom has gitt. Thay had deep influance
on Buddhist art in Central Tibet

Sculpture making in Nepal has & long-standing history. Although earliest
extent works dated to the Licchavi era (300-870) are numerous In num-
ber, judging from the artistic level, their production in Nepal flourished and
reached the peak during the Transitional period (880-1200) and Malla
period (1200-1428).

Nepalese works, represented by the execution of Newari craftsmen In
Kathmandu, are known for thelr sot and delicate body representation,
flamboyant decorations, fresh and smooth artistic style, as well as superb.
copper casting technique. Usually cast in one piece, Nepalese soulp-
tures utiized concrete copper in smooth texture and gilded with bright
thin goid. The proportionally balanced bodies are infused with youthful
vigor. Turquoise, coral, lapis lazull, ruby, sapphire, and pear! inset serve
as popular decorations featuring luxurious taste. As early as the 7th cen-
tury, Nepalese style started to influence Central Tibet and led the trend of
Tibetan sculpture making during the 14th and 15th centuries.

From the beginning of the second ditfusion of Buddhism, Central Tibet
has accepted the north-eastern Indlan and Nepalese influence. Since the
14th century, however, Tibetan crafismen gradually developed a uniqus
Tibetan Buddhist style through Imitation, convergence, and int tion.
There are numerous extent sculptures from Central Tibet with character-
istics that embrace various styles. Mostly made of brass and git copper,
they unusually have decorations of silvat and Sopper inl

turquoise, lapis lazuli, and coral inset. Their execution m:

when compared with the archaic north-eastem Indian style and delicate
Nepalese work, but Tibetan artisan's superior skitls are characterized by
their depiction of Buddhist figures' inner spirt. Most representative works
are sculptures of lama patriarchs, particularly those dated prior 1o the 15th
century, Vividly ted, they not only accurately capture lamas’ facial
characteristics, but also reveal their spirituel world.
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