International Statement on
Agricultural Applications of Precision Biotechnology

Agricultural innovation has played an essential role in increasing yields and productivity in
support of growing, prosperous civilizations. Innovations in precision biotechnology, such as
gene editing, have brought the promise of major improvements in terms of the ease and
precision of introducing desirable traits into agricultural organisms, as compared to other
breeding methods. Farmers continually need to broaden access to new tools to improve
productivity, plant and animal health, and environmental sustainability; and to help address
global challenges such as climate change, pest and disease press
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- Collaborative research efforts and the ability to introduce useful products into the
market, especially by SMEs and public sector researchers, are necessary to fully realize
the promise of precision biotechnology.



Given the differences internationally in approaches used to assess agriculture
biotechnology, due consideration should be given by governments to avoid arbitrary
and unjustifiable distinctions between end-products derived from precision
biotechnology and similar end-products that are obtained through other production
methods.

To ensure appropriate science- and risk-based approaches consistent with protection
of human, animal and plant health and the environment, due consideration should be
given to the available sound scientific and technical information when updating or
applying existing regulatory frameworks to products from precision biotechnology, and
when using available flexibility within existing regulat frameworks for agricultural
products.
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