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IPPA Abstract

Title:

Indigenous community and museum interact in archaeology and cultural
heritage: Case Study of the National Museum of Prehistory, Taiwan and
neighboring Paiwan communities.

Abstract

The National Museum of Prehistory (NMP) in Taiwan, located in eastern Taiwan, is
the only national museum in eastern Taiwan and an important anthropology museum.
Prehistoric culture and indigenous studies are important characters of this museum.
This research aims to explore the interact relationship between the museum and
neighboring Paiwan communities in archeology and cultural heritage perspectives. It
discussed in 3 cases. Case 1: Enlightenment. The indigenous community inspired by
evidence from the archeological remains which excavated from the Jiuxianglan site,
they used this information design the kiln firing process of prehistoric glass beadwork
in an “experimental archeology” way and trying to find the “missing link” of the glass
beads in Taiwan. Case 2: companionship. Discuss the interactive relationship between
the local cultural institutions (NMP, Eastern Taiwan Studies Association) and the
Tjuabal tribe in held five-year ceremony (maljeveq), and how the tribe to construct
the traditional ritual in contemporary. Case 3: Cooperation. In terms of indigenous
cultural heritage, the indigenous community works with NMP to analyze the
techniques of the museum’s collections of the weaving artifacts and Paiwan costumes
and to learning the relevant native language and cultural memories. In the above cases,
the indigenous communities always keep their initiative and tribe subjectivity was a
good experience which worthy of discussion and introduction.
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