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Gary Chia-yu Huang
Narrative Evaluations
August 27, 2018 - December 14, 2018
English for Diplomats Program

Teacher’s Name: Amber Vanderwoude
Course Title: English for Diplomats (Custom Language Services)

It has been a privilege to teach Mr. Chia Yu Huang this session. He has
demonstrated a native-like command of the English language throughout this session.
He can analyze and respond to very complex materials on a variety of topics related to
national and international issues. Both his writing and his speech are consistently
accurate and clearly organized, even when given little time to prepare. Occasional errors
in his use of articles, prepositions, and plurals have become less frequent throughout
the session. He listens carefully and responds thoughtfully and appropriately, adjusting
his register depending on the situation. During tense interactions/simulations, Mr.
Huang has remained calm and professional in his language choice, tone, and timing.
Mr. Huang has shown improvements in his ability to explain very complex ideas with
clarity—a skill that challenges many native speakers of English. He can continue to add
common collocations and idiomatic expressions to his already extensive vocabulary.

Teacher’s Name: Chris Hart
Course Title: Pronunciation (Custom Language Services)

Mr. Yu (Gary) has improved greatly in his pronunciation skills. Most notably, he’s
become proficient with | and r. He’s begun to add the sound system to natural speech.
He has also improved in his pronunciation of vowel sounds grasping differences
between /ae/ and /a/ as well as /i/ and /e/. He is just now beginning to work on
connecting words and stabilizing American intonation patterns! I’d like to see him
continue to work with the rubber band to strengthen long vowels in English. Gary is a
very talented student who learns quickly! Amazing work, Gary!

Teacher’s Name: Brandon Lambert
Course Title: Editing and Writing

Chia Yu came to the course with a strong foundation in grammar and editing.
During the course, he deepened his knowledge and challenged previously held notions
about language use across genres. He identified wordiness, sentence variety, and
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sentence complexity as areas in need of attention. He was then able to incorporate
strategies learned in class to make meaningful progress in these areas and add a number
of editing tools to his repertoire, including a variety of digital tools. He was always very
supportive of classmates who struggled and developed skills in explaining the reasons
behind particular language choices. This was especially on display in a workshop he
co-presented on the use of semicolons and colons. I am confident that he will continue
to identify and address language use issues in need of attention and become a valuable
resource to his colleagues.
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Gary Chia-yu Huang
Narrative Evaluations
January 28 - May 17, 2019
English for Diplomats Program

Teacher’s Name: Amber Vanderwoude
Course Title: English for Diplomats (Custom Language Services)

It was such a privilege to work with Gary Chia-yu Huang this year. Although he
entered the program already able to use English with a great degree of accuracy, Gary
worked diligently to refine his language skills. His writing, of texts from social media
posts to press statements to policy memos, is both accurate and elegant. He took writing
and speaking samples from our class and supplemented them with his own research in
order to build his repertoire of vocabulary, collocations, and common structures
relevant to the field of diplomacy. His careful analysis of language use, both his own
and others, made him an invaluable resource during class discussions and brainstorming
sessions. Gary’s use of English is clear, careful and highly professional, and I know it
will serve him well throughout his career!

Teacher’s Name: Lisa Leopold
Course Title: Professional Presentation Skills

Mr. Chia-Yu Huang performed very well in the Professional Presentation Skills
course. He exhibits several strengths in public speaking, most notably his calm
demeanor on stage and his ability to speak fluently and accurately in English. He
excelled on many speaking assignments. For example, in his persuasive presentation,
he successfully integrated appeals to both logos and pathos. | was impressed with his
ability to build common ground with his audience around a shared concern for safety
in that presentation. In the panel presentation, he employed many techniques for
building credibility, and he sounded like a true scholar when he delivered information
using academic terms and nominalizations. | was very impressed with the extensive
knowledge he shared and his professionalism in speaking so eloquently about a
complex topic — terrorism. | have confidence that he will succeed in his future public
speaking endeavors.

Teacher’s Name: Chris Hart
Course Title: Pronunciation

I’ve been very impressed with how quickly Chia-yu Huang has mastered the
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sounds of English. Especially impressive was his mastery of the /r/ sound. He was
quickly able to add this sound to natural speech. Chia-yu Huang has also mastered the
difficult vowel system of English and has begun to add those sounds to natural speech.
| would suggest working on the /i/ and /e/ sounds as those sounds are very similar in
production. Chia-yu Huang has learned a wide variety of homonyms as well as a large
number of stress and intonation patterns. He is learning to navigate stress and intonation
in natural speech. With more practice, Chia-yu Huang will be able to make smoother
connections between words in sentences in natural speech! Chia-yu Huang has made
fantastic progress!
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