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Focus Taiwan News Channel : 4 French awarded for contributions to cultural
exchanges with Taiwan

Paris, Sept. 10 (CNA) Four French citizens were honored with the
French-Taiwanese Cultural Foundation Award Monday for their long-term
dedication to Taiwan research and contributions that enhance cultural
exchanges between Taiwan and Europe.

Véronique Arnaud, an honorary research fellow at the Center for Southeast
Asian Studies under the National Center for Science Research of France,
1s one of this year’ s award s recipients, all of whom have formed a deep
bond with Taiwan with their passion for Tao culture, sinology, film
production and dance, respectively.

The other award recipients are Stéphane Corcuff, a professor of political
science at France’ s Lyon University; film director Jean-Robert Thomann;
and choreographer, stage designer, director and visual artist Christian
Rizzo.

Arnaud began her research of the Tao people, an Austronesian ethnic group
native to Orchid Island off Taitung County in southeastern Taiwan, in 1971.
Since then, she has made 12 long-stay visits to the remote island to
collect first-hand information and document Tao culture, language and
folk music.

She has collated a massive volume of sound recordings, which Arnaud
describes as valuable to "a language that has almost disappeared."

Arnaud also touted her documentation as valuable for those wanting to
learn their mother tongue from scratch. "Passing on is the most beautiful
gift," she said.

For 48-year-old documentary director Thomann, he has been telling stories
about Taiwan through the camera lens for nearly half a century, creating
16 documentaries that touch upon various themes, from Taiwanese opera to
elections, as well as two dramas shot in Taiwan.

Corcuff, born in 1971, is the director of the Taipei branch of French
Centre for Research on Contemporary China. He is the author of a book
published in 2004 titled "Warm Day with Gentle Breeze (R 4vp 8)," in
which he writes in Chinese about the mainland migrants to Taiwan and the
change of national identity.

According to Taiwan’s Ministry of Culture (MOC), Corcuff’ s research,
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teaching and writing about issues concerning Taiwan are continuing, with
many works focusing on the study of the identity problem in Taiwan from
political and historical angles.

Born in 1965, Rizzo is director of the Centre Chorégraphique National de
Montpellier, which has been renamed the International Choreographic
Institute (ICD).

Rizzo said in a written statement for the award presentation ceremony that
his relationship with Taiwan began 13 years ago when he visited the island
for the first time as an artist-in-residence.

Since then "a long and beautiful story" between himself and Taiwan has
unfolded, he said.

In a video prepared for the award ceremony, Rizzo recalled that after his
artist-in-residence program ended, he cried on the flight back to France
while thinking of his life in Taiwan.

At that time, he pledged to go to Taiwan again as soon as possible, he
said, and the wish was later realized.

Having worked with local artists in Taiwan over the years, Rizzo expressed
hope that the Taiwan government can listen carefully to Taiwanese artists’
voices and needs.

The awards were jointly presented by Taiwan’ s Minister of Culture Cheng
Li-chiun (#8 K %) and Jean-Robert Pitte, permanent secretary at the
French Learned Society at the Institute de France in Paris.

All four award winners, apart from Rizzo, attended the ceremony to receive
the award certificate and a cash prize of 12,500 euros (US$14,523).

The French-Taiwanese Cultural Foundation was established in 1996 under
the aegis of the French Academy for Social and Moral Sciences with the
purpose of "awarding every year two prizes for artistic or literary works
that shed light on relations between Taiwan and Europe and/or contribute
to the enhancement of cultural exchanges between Taiwan and Europe, "
according to the MOC.

Unlike previous years, the award was unprecedentedly handed out this year
to four people rather than two.
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TAIWAN INFO : Le prix 2017 de la Fondation culturelle franco-taiwanaise
remis aux quatre lauréats

Le prix 2017 de la Fondation culturelle franco-taiwanaise a été remis le
10 septembre au cinéaste Jean-Robert Thomann, a 1 anthropologue
Véronique Arnaud, a 1 artiste Christian Rizzo et au chercheur et
spécialiste du monde chinois Stéphane Corcuff. La cérémonie s est
déroulée dans la Grande Salle des séances de 1’ Institut de France, aParis,
en présence de la ministre taiwanaise de la Culture, Cheng Li-chiun [ 3%
B % ], du président de 1’ Académie des sciences morales et politiques,

Francois d' Orcival, de son secrétaire perpétuel, Jean-Robert Pitte, et

du représentant de Taiwan en France, 1’ ambassadeur Francois Wu [£ &

¢,

Attribué conjointement par 1’ Académie des sciences morales et politiques
de 1’ Institut de France et par le ministére taiwanais de la Culture, le
prix de la Fondation culturelle franco-taiwanaise était jusqu 1ici
décerné chaque fois a deux lauréats. Pour la premiere fois, 1l a été
attribué en 2017 a quatre personnes. Trois des lauréats étaient présents
en personne a la cérémonie, Christian Rizzo étant représenté par Rostan
Chentouf, directeur deélegué du Centre chorégraphique national
Montpellier.

Depuis 2000, le réalisateur Jean-Robert Thomann a posé son regard et sa
caméra sur Taiwan, ou il a tourné 16 documentaires et deux films de fiction.
Parmi ces documentaires, indique le ministére de la Culture dans un
communiqué, 1° un des plus marquants est Lee Zhong-Chih, une vie de
calligraphe, portrait de ce calligraphe vivant a Kaohsiung, dans le sud
de Taiwan, et spécialiste de 1’ écriture des scribes et du sigillaire de
la dynastie Qin, qu il a enseignés a de nombreux étudiants. Quant au
dernier court métrage en date de Jean-Robert Thomann, Apparition, adapte
d’ une nouvelle de Maupassant et tourné a Taiwan avec des acteurs locaux,
11 sera projeté samedi 7 octobre a Paris dans le cadre du festival Signes
de nuit.

Véronique Arnaud est chercheur honoraire au Centre Asie du Sud-Est, unitée
mixte de recherche de 1’ Ecole des hautes études en sciences sociales
(EHESS), du Centre national de la Rrecherche scientifique (CNRS) et de
1" Institut national des langues et civilisations orientales (INaLCO),

et qui constitue le pdle majeur des études sur 1I° Asie du Sud-Est en France.
De 1971 a 2010, elle a étudié le peuple Tao, sur 1’ ile des Orchidées
(Lanyu), a Taiwan, et poursuit ses recherches sur leur patrimoine oral.

Chorégraphe, metteur en scene et artiste visuel, Christian Rizzo dirige
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depuis 2015 le Centre chorégraphique national Montpellier. I1 a effectue
une résidence en 2006 au Village des artistes de Taipei, cloturée par
1" exposition « Love, Letters and Vanities ». Deux ans plus tard, il
proposait pour le Forum de la danse de Taipei Comment dire « ici » ?, une
création franco-taiwanaise, suivi en 2011 d° une création dans le jardin
de 1" Institut francais de Tokyo, intitulée Tourcoing-Taipei-Tokyo.
Cette année, le Théatre national de Taichung lui a confié la programmation
du Festival international des arts de Taiwan.

Stéphane Corcuff a quant a lui dirigé 1’ antenne de Taipei du Centre
d’ études francais sur la Chine contemporaine (CEFC) jusqu’ en aout
dernier. Parallelement a son travail de recherche et d° enseignement,

largement centré sur Taiwan, il est actif au sein de 1° Association
européenne des études taiwanaises (EATS) et de 1 Association francophone
d’ études taiwanaises (AFET). I1 a également publié chez L’ Asiatheque
Une Tablette aux ancétres, récit inspiré de son travail de terrain a Taiwan,
et dirige dans la méme maison d° édition la collection scientifique «
Etudes formosanes ».

La cérémonie s est déroulée en présence d° une centaine d' invités.
Jean-Robert Pitte s’ est félicité du vigoureux développement des échanges
culturels entre Taiwan et la France depuis la création de ce prix en 1996.
Cheng Li-chiun a quant a elle dit sa gratitude aux quatre lauréats pour
leur implication de longue date dans la recherche et la représentation
des différents aspects de la culture taiwanaise.
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Taipei Times : Four receive joint cultural award

Four French citizens on Monday received the Taiwan-France Cul tural Award
for their dedication to enhancing cultural exchanges between Taiwan and
Europe.

The awards, which were first announced in October last year, were
presented to Sinologist Veronique Arnaud of the Center for Southeast Asian
Studies under the National Center for Science Research of France; film
editor Jean-Robert Thomann; former director of the Centre d° Etudes
Francais sur la Chine Contemporaine (CEFC) Stephane Corcuff and
choreographer Christian Rizzo.

The awards were presented by Minister of Culture Cheng Li-chiun (3%
% ) and Jean-Robert Pitte, permanent secretary of the French Learned

Society at the Institute de France in Paris.

The winners, apart from Rizzo, attended the ceremony to receive an award
certificate and a cash prize of 12,500 euros (US$14, 498).

Arnaud in 1971 began researching the Tao of Orchid Island (Lanyu, ).

Since then, she has made 12 long-term visits to the island to collect
firsthand information and document Tao culture, language and folk music.

She has collated a massive volume of sound recordings, which Arnaud said
are valuable to preserve “a language that has almost disappeared.”

Arnaud said that her documentation is also valuable for Tao people who
want to learn their mother tongue.

“Passing on is the most beautiful gift,” she said.

Thomann, 48, has been telling stories about Taiwan through a camera lens
for nearly half a century.

He has created 16 documentaries that touch upon various themes, from
Taiwanese opera to elections, in addition to two dramas shot in Taiwan.

Corcuff is director of the Taipei branch of CEFC and a professor of
political science at Lyon University.

He wrote a Chinese-language book published in 2004 titled Warm Day With
Gentle Breeze (R f=p =), in which he discusses Chinese migration to
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Taiwan and the change of national identity.

Corcuff is continuing to research, teach and write about issues concerning
Taiwan, with many works focusing on the identity problem from political
and historical angles, the Ministry of Culture said.

Director and visual artist Christian Rizzo is director of the Centre
Choregraphique National de Montpellier (now the International
Choreographic Institute).

Rizzo wrote in a statement for the award presentation ceremony that his
relationship with Taiwan began 13 years ago, when he visited the nation
as an artist-in-residence.

Since then, “a long and beautiful story” between himself and Taiwan has
unfolded, he said.

Having worked with many Taiwanese artists over the years, Rizzo said he
hopes that Taiwan’ s government would listen carefully to artists
voices and needs.

The French-Taiwanese Cultural Foundation was established in 1996 under
the aegis of the French Academy for Social and Moral Sciences with the
purpose of “awarding two prizes every year for artistic or literary works
that shed light on relations between Taiwan and Europe and/or contribute
to the enhancement of cultural exchanges between Taiwan and Europe,” the
ministry said.
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TAIWAN INFO : La ministre de la Culture de Taiwan recue a 1’ Assemblée
nationale francaise

En visite en France cette semaine, la ministre de la Culture, Cheng
Li-chiun [#8 L % ], a été recue le 12 septembre a 1’ Assemblée nationale
francaise par le député Jean-Francois Cesarini, président du groupe
d’ études a vocation internationale de 1’ Assemblée nationale relatif a
Taiwan. Un peu plus d un mois aprés le président du Yuan législatif, Su
Jia—chyuan [# £ 2> ], elle a pu a son tour découvrir 1’ hémicycle, aux
cotés de 1’ ambassadeur Francois Wu [£ &7 ], a la téte du Bureau de
representation de Taipei en France. Cheng Li-chiun et Jean-Francois
Cesarini ont notamment évoqué la coopération franco-taiwanaise dans le
domaine artistique et de 1’ innovation numérique.

62



Taiwan News : Taiwan Culture Minister signs accord with French museum

During her visit to France, Culture Minister Cheng Li-chiun (3% J %)
signed a cooperation accord with the Musée du quai Branly - Jacques Chirac,
a Paris museum which features indigenous art from outside Europe.

The trip signaled the start of intensified cooperation between the two
countries and their museums, as well as involving indigenous cultural
exchanges, the Liberty Times reported.

The museum’ s president, Stéphane Martin, has visited Taiwan several
times and expressed an interest in Asian and Taiwanese art, while Cheng
hoped that cooperation was possible based on the island’ s rich indigenous
culture, according to the report.

The ministry described the signing of an agreement with the museum, which
was founded by former President Jacques Chirac, as a breakthrough paving
the way for more Taiwanese performances. In addition to indigenous films
this year, next year will see a Taiwanese circus event at the museum.

Cheng and her delegation on Wednesday also visited the musical research
institute Ircamat the Centre Pompidou and the Centquatre cultural center.
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