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Beauty Power — Time Corridor of Taiwan Women’s Fashion,
1888-2018
A Tribute to the 130th anniversary of Twin Oaks

[442] [Origin]
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The splendid, elegant, and green Twin Oaks is the largest private residence situated
in Washington D.C.; it covers an area of 18.24 acres, which is almost as large as the
White House. Twin Oaks was established in 1888. Since 1937, the Government of the
Republic of China has rented it, and officially bought it in 1947. From 1888 to 2018, it
has stood for 130 years.

To celebrate the 130th anniversary of Twin Oaks, the Taipei Economic and
Cultural Representative Office in the U.S. cooperates with the National Science and
Technology Museum to hold the Exhibition of Taiwanese Women’s Wear for over One
Hundred Years in a bid to blend Taiwanese elements in a harmonious way and enrich
the cultural contents of Twin Oaks. The exhibition showcases how diversified

traditional clothes have evolved into modern smart clothes.

[ % &2 4 ] [ Curatorial Concept]
PR ¢ & 7(Valerie Cumming) # “Understanding Fashion History”
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The clothes historian, Valerie Cumming, emphasizes in her book, Understanding
Fashion History, that “Not only are clothes a kind of attractive articles for exhibition,
but they also reflect politics, economy, culture, art, and even the trends of technology
development.”

With the changing times, human beings constantly create clothes suitable for each
era. This kind of creation is not merely meant for keeping an individual warm or
satisfying his/her desire related to attire; it’ s driven by the shifting of the whole of
society. Looking back on the fashion trends in Taiwan for over one hundred years, one
can easily discover that a fashion trend is just like a reminder and a mirror, reflecting
how society, the environment, the development of the textile industry, culture, and

ideologies have changed.

(7628 =
i %% = Hosted by :

R

ot

i\4

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of China (Taiwan)

BLE R oA gAY I 1% & i Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office
in the U. S.

A y%H =+ Implemented by :

B = #4481 #4% §~ & National Science & Technology Museum

#3748 = Co-organized by :

i > P EE A L > %3+ & Tungfang Design University

¥ e+ H = Sponsored by :

Clarins ~ Barbizon USA LCC.

THREL - AREL - BE RSN - Sok AR Y

Traveling through time, space, and history to feel the evolution of the textile
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industry and the charm of the Taiwanese fashion

[1888 & i ~]
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TR F s BRARR T UG EIRA 2 F kR B o
At the end of the 19th century, the fashion style in the late Qing dynasty was still
the mainstream, but young women started to wear blouses and pants. More people

donned narrower-cuff and high-necked tops. This showed how western clothes affected

women’s wear.

@1888-1909 & R+ R, B

DRSSP TR T Ty

Provided by : The Archives of Institute of Taiwan History, Academia Sini
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B i % /& Photo Taken From : /4 & TE o) 4

Provided by : Pan,Hui-Ying
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The abolishment of foot binding represented the change of women’s status and
ideas about life, which was apparently reflected in the breakthrough of clothes styles.

Chinese, western, and Japanese styles were synthesized. People wore traditional “one
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piece skirts” or “western skirts” with western dress shoes or Japanese clogs. Behind
these combinations were different values, styles, and clothes-related cultures.

@1910-1919 # R PRET R B
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Provided by : The Archives of Institute of Taiwan History, Academia
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[1920~]
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Skirts and broad sleeve clothes gradually became the mainstream. It was common
that people wore western dresses, Japanese kimonos, or mixed and matched diversified
clothes such as western skirts and flare sleeve tops.

@1920-1929 # X R %7 R B
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As western aesthetics spread to Taiwan, most women accepted “western clothes”.

Then the fashionable cheongsams in mainland China also diversified what people wore.

@1930-1939 &  JR T & B
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Provided by : Sunnygate Phototimes
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Provided by : Wu, Jin-Miao - Joseak Wu.
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Owing to the influence of Japanese culture, fewer and fewer people wore
traditional Chinese clothes, and bloomers were the most iconic garments at that time.
However, women were influenced more deeply by western culture than Japanese culture,
so they liked western clothes more than kimonos.
@i “IRETILE
. !

LESSURETE SRR GRSl i)
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[1950~]
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The economic growth in Taiwan drove demand. More people had money to buy

more and better clothes. “A-line skirts”, one-piece dresses, and belts were some of the

fashionable elements.
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[1960~]
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More people pursued the western culture. Therefore, hairstyles, garments, and
shoes were becoming more diversified. The breakthrough in this period was the
appearance of miniskirts, tight skirts, and narrow pants, which accentuated woman’s

curvy figures.
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[1970~]
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In this rebellious and exciting period of time, teenagers mainly dressed up to show
their own identities; they wore exaggerated and fitted flare pants, hot pants, jeans, and

others as a way to show strongly individualistic personalities.
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In Taiwan, we forge our own brands to lead the global fashion.

[1980~]
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FLETARBAFEE O TR IR o
A trend of establishing “private brands” effected Taiwan in this period. People
started to wear more local designers’ creation. Females were more willing to show their

individual differences and characteristics by dressing up in their own styles.
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[1990~]
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Influenced by deep westernization, internationalization, and diversified culture, the
fashion trend turned western. People wore T-shirts and miniskirts or hot pants to show
belly buttons and ankles. Casual styles such as tying clothes around waists were also in
fashion.
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[2000~]
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The fashion trend of this period was characterized by patch skirts, folk styles,

traditional Chinese image pants, and casual fringes.
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Using technologies to change traditions. March to the future to make dreams come

true.
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Women’s wear has changed over time, becoming more diversified and colorful.
Besides, with the development of technology and the increasing awareness of
environmental protection, more functions of clothes emerged to meet consumers’
demands. Waterproof, breathable, anti-UV, windproof, thermal, smart, and other

garments prove the accumulated R&D power and energy in Taiwan’s textile industry.
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