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— ~ 2018 ££JE SCE-COW &&=5iE
SOM Steering Committee on ECOTECH - Committee of the Whole Meeting (SCE-COW)
Afternoon, 5 March 2018

Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea

Draft Annotated Agenda

1. Welcome by SCE Chair and Adoption of SCE-COW Agenda

2. 2018 SCE Work Plan: Outline
- SCE Chair to outline SCE’ s draft 2018 work plan, which will be considered
at SCE1

3. Standardized Fora Assessment Program
- SCE Chair to brief on the implementation of new program in 2018

4. APEC 2018 Priorities
- SOM Chair to introduce APEC 2018 priorities

5. Cross-cutting Issues
5.1 Report on Synergies within the ECOTECH Agenda
- SCE-COW to note brief Secretariat report on cross-cutting issues

5.2 Cross-cutting Initiatives
- SCE-COW to note the report by the MOI coordinator

6. Key Fora Deliverables for 2018
6.1 Priority One: Improving Connectivity, Deepening Regional Economic
Integration
6.2 Priority Two: Promoting Sustainable and Inclusive Growth
6.3 Priority Three: Strengthening Inclusive Growth through Structural
Reform

- Fora Convenors to briefly highlight expected key deliverables of their
fora as they align with APEC 2018 priorities and sub-priorities
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(PowerPoint template provided)

- Cross-fora collaborations and deliverables expecting to seek SOM or
AMM endorsement are also to be highlighted

- Senior Officials invited to provide feedback in respect of alignment and
prioritization as appropriate

7. 2018 Fora Work Plans
- Senior Officials invited to raise any specific concerns or questions
- Work plans will not be presented by convenors as in previous years, given
convenors having already spoken to key 2018 deliverables under Item 6,
and fora work plans being circulated for consideration three weeks prior
to SCE-COW
- SCE-COW to confirm approval of fora work plans

8. Other Business

9. Document Access
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Telecommunications and Information Working Group (TELWG)
Proposed Work Plan for 2018

Introduction

In 2018, TELWG will align 1ts activities with the priorities set out in the 2017 Leaders Declaration
and Joint Ministerial Statement and continue to advance its efforts on areas such as developing
information and communications technologies (ICT) infrastructure and services, promoting a
secure, resilient and trusted ICT environment, as well as supporting new technologies application
for innovative and inclusive growth.

TELWG will continue to implement the TELWG Strategic Action Plan 2016-2020 (SAP), with
discussion and efforts directed to three main work streams: ICT development and innovation,
liberalisation of ICT and security of ICT. In 2018, TELWG will fulfil its mandate and mission
through focusing on the following issues outlined at Section 6 of the SAP:

1) ICT infrastructure development, 1.e. high-speed next generation broadband, for greater
connectivity and reducing digital divide (Priority Area 1.2 (¢));

11) Promotion of secure and trusted use of ICTs and importance of cyber security (Priority
Area 2.3 and 2.4);

111) ICT implementation for emergency response, social inclusion, accessibility, especially
for people with disabilities, people who live in the remote areas and socially deprived
people. (Priority Areas 1.1 (e), (f) and 1.2 (b));

1v) ICT for supporting Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) and start-ups
participation in the globalised economy (Priority Areas 1.1 (a). 1.4 and 4.2 (a));

V) Internet and Digital Economy (Priority Area 4);

Vi) E-Government in the APEC region (Priority Areas 1.1 and 3.2);

vil)  Asia-Pacific Information infrastructure (Priority Area 3.1 and 3.2);

viil)  New ICT developments and applications, including LTE, Big Data, 10T, Cloud
computing, Al, Quantum Technologies (Priority Areas 1.1, 3.4 and 4).

1X) ICT for improving workforce employability and empowering individuals in the digital
age (Priority Areas 1.3 and 1.4)

TELWG will examine its progress on implementing Strategic Action Plan 2016-2020 through
undertaking a mid-term review in 2018 to ensure TELWG' s activities and agenda setting are in
line with guidance from Leaders/Ministers/SOM/SCE and keep up with the rapid technological
changes.

TELWG will continue cooperation with other APEC fora, including Committee of Trade and
Investments (CTI), Electronic Commerce Steering Group (ECSG), Counter-Terrorism Working
Group (CTWG), Emergency Preparedness Working Group (EPWG), APEC Group of Friends on
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Disability (GOFD), Group on Services (GOS), Human Resources Development Working Group
(HRDWG), APEC’" s Policy Partnership on Science, Technology and Innovation (PPSTI), Policy
Partnership on Women and the Economy (PPWE), and Small and Medium Enterprises Working
Group (SMEWG). TELWG will contribute to the implementation of following cross-fora
mnitiatives:

1) APEC Connectivity Blueprint for 2015-2025;

11) Boracay Action Agenda to Globalize MSME:s;

111) APEC Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) Framework and APEC Disaster Risk Reduction
(DRR) Action Plan;

1v) APEC Services Cooperation Framework and APEC Services Competitiveness
Roadmap (2016-2025);

V) APEC Internet and Digital Economy Roadmap;

V1) APEC Framework on Human Resources Development in the Digital Age.

TELWG will continue close cooperation with international partners such as the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU), the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD), the Asia Pacific Network Information Centre (APNIC), the Internet Society (ISOC) and
the International Telecommunications Users Group (INTUG). TELWG will also be open to any
international organization that is interested in TELWG activities to strengthen cooperation between
various international stakeholders in the APEC region.

TELWG will continue to actively engage the private sector and academia to stimulate innovation
and competition in all APEC economies. TELWG will continue to and invite different international
public and private stakeholders to participate in 1ts meetings. Participation of international
organizations and stakeholders in TELWG will be conducted in line with the Guidelines on
Managing Cooperation with Non-Members (2015/SOM?3/005).

1. Expected Outcomes/Deliverables for 2018.

[Meetings]

1.1.  Hold the 57" TELWG meeting (TEL57) in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea, in June
2018, while ensuring gender-equitable participation in planned activities.

1.2. Hold the 58" TELWG (TELS58) meeting in Taipei, Chinese Taipei, in October 2018,
while ensuring gender-equitable participation in planned activities.

[Projects]

1.3.  Hold ICT Industry Roundtables at TELS7 and TELSS.
1.4.  Hold ICT Regulatory Roundtables at TELS7 and TELSS.
1.5.  Hold ICT Innovation Industry Roundtables at TELS7 and TELSS.
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1.6.  Continue work on APEC-funded TELWG project “Earthquakes and Waterfloods
Monitoring System with the application of the Internet of Things (IoT)” . This project
will take into account the particularities of men and women behaviour during
emergencies, including the issues of evacuation from the emergency.

1.7.  Continue work on self-funded TELWG projects.

e Extension of ICT Application for the People with Special Needs (Ageing and
Disability)

e  Extension of APEC e-government Research Center

e  Extension of APII Testbed Project

e Annual Cyber Security Awareness Day

e Survey of mitiatives in APEC Economies to promote access to ICTs for people
with a hearing and/or speech impairment

*  Research on multi-language email address usage in e-government

*  (Cybersecurity Framework

e Survey on OTT service regulation within APEC

e APEC Workshop on Internet Infrastructure Security

*  Public-Private Dialogue on Status, Trends, Opportunities and Threats of Social
Network

1.8.  Submit new Project Proposals for applying APEC funds.

1.9.  Submit reports of TEL projects for publication on the TELWG publication page.

[Deliverables]

1.10.  Approve the TELWG Work Plan for 2018.

1.11. Report to SCE on TELWG' s progress in implementing the initiatives and projects.

1.12. Finalize Cybersecurity Framework and submit for the endorsement of
Leaders/Ministers/SOM/SCE.

1.13.  Conduct a Mid-term review of Strategic Action Plan 2016-2020 and update the two

attached working documents.
*  Planning and Prioritization Table
*  Cooperation with AHSGIE and Other Fora Table
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2. Itemized Work Plan for 2018.

Mandate

(Leaders/Ministers/SOM/S | ECOTECH Cross-fora

CE Priorities and Priorities collaboration
Title Summary of Specific Plans .. ) and/or (Within APEC

Decisions, Strategic Plans

ond 0 ABAC Host Year | and beyond

) Priorities APEC)

recommendations)
Earthquakes and | The project aims at maintaining the basis for a monitoring | APEC  Disaster  Risk | - Human Security; | Emergency
Waterfloods system on earthquakes and waterfloods, through the | Reduction Framework | - Technologies and | Preparedness
Monitoring application of the Internet of Things. Cooperation on the | (2015); Innovation; Working Group
System with the | data proceeding through synchronization of the data that 1s - Inclusive | (EPWG)
application of the | received from the existing monitoring systems and IoT | APEC  Disaster  Risk | Growth;
Internet of Things | detectors will help to detect emergency (earthquakes and | Reduction Action Plan | - Sustainable

(IoT)

(APEC-funded,
Russia)

waterfloods) signals on the earliest stages and considerably
increase predictability of the existing systems. It would
reduce damage of property and number of victims that
occur 1n result of earthquakes and waterfloods as people,
who are warned about an emergency earlier, have more
chances to rescue themselves. It will help to increase
effectiveness of the decision making in ICT sphere, share
best practices and coordinate actions through the special
platform, develop a unified selection and application of the
10T technologies strategy in the current monitoring of the
global natural and technogenic processes systems that
would meet the requirements of all member economies.

The project starts in September 2017 and will end in
December 2018. The Workshop is planned to be conducted

(2016);

Growth
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in the second half of 2018 during the TELWG meeting.

Extension of ICT
Application for the

The main goal of this project is to extend the APEC funded
project (TEL 01/2011A) that has created an effective

human
potential

Increased
development

- Human Capital
Development;

Group of Friend
of  Disability

People with | platform for knowledge exchange on innovation for | through consideration of | - Technologies and | (GOFD)
Special Needs | assistive ICT applications for elderly and disabled people. | possible ways to actively | Innovation;
(A,ge“?% and The project duration is extended to 2020 and the current 1nc1.ude remgted and | - Inclusive
Disability) activities 1include research on harmonization between socially — deprived .and Growth; .
e-ageing and healthcare through ICT applications as well as vulnerable people. nto - Sustainable
(self-funded, Smart Silver city concept for older persons and people with | ©“OROMIC activities, | Growth.
Tapan) disabilities. enhancing
people-to-people
connectivity (APEC
Connectivity Blueprint
2015-20295).
Extension of | The APEC e-Government Research Center at Waseda | Enhancing  Institutional | - Human Capital | Waseda
APEC University was established to provide assistance in looking | Connectivity (APEC | Development; University
e-Government for solutions to the various challenges of e-Government. | Connectivity Blueprint | - Technologies and | (Japan)
Research Center The main objective is to develop recommendations for the | 2015-2025). Innovation;
improvement of e-Government 1mplementation and - Inclusive
(self-funded, organize the discussions on the related topics. Growth;
Japan) The project 1s extended to 2020 and the further work 1s i , Regional
planned on range of emerging issues including Econormc
cybersecurity, mobile government, ageing society, training Integration;
programs for CIOs, digital innovation. i Structural
Reform;
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- Sustainable
Growth.

Extension of APII | The proposal promotes the construction and expansion of | Enhancing Physical | - Human Capital | No
Testbed Project Asia Pacific Information Infrastructure (APII) to realize the | Connectivity through | Development;
vision of Asia Pacific Information Society and common | development of  ICT | - SMEs;
(self-funded, prosperity of APEC. The proposal aims to improve the | infrastructure and | - Technologies and
Korea) Interconnectivity and interoperability of intra/inter-regional | improvement of provision | Innovation;
networks to enhance regional and global connectivity. of the access to broadband | - Inclusive
The project will be continued until 2020 and some events Internet- . (APEC Growth; ,
that had been run under the API include (1) K-ICT NET Connectivity Blueprint | - , Regional
challenge Camp 3 award ceremony; (2) KOREN 2015-2025). Econormc
Agreement Ceremony. The future plans for this project Integration; ,
cover 44th APAN conference, K-ICT NET challenge camp, j Sustainable
KOREN funded verification test project and final Growth
evaluation of KOREN funded test projects.
Cybersecurity The project aims at raising awareness, which will | APEC Strategy to Ensure a | - Human Security. | No
Awareness Day contribute to a safe and trusted ICT environment in the | Trusted,  Secure, and
APEC region. Interested member economies conduct | Sustainable Online
(self-funded, the | cybersecurity awareness activities and inform TELWG on | Environment (TSSOE) of
United States) their progress. 2005.
Cybersecurity The project aims at the development of the APEC | APEC Strategy to Ensure a | - Technologies and | Ad Hoc
Framework Cybersecurity Framework, which aims at helping APEC | Trusted,  Secure,  and | Innovation, Steering Group
economies improve their understanding and awareness of | Sustainable Online | - Human Security. | on the Internet
(self-funded, work going on across the region and in relevant | Environment (TSSOE) of Economy
Thailand) international bodies, promote discussions of best practices | 2005. (AHSGIE);
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for addressing key issues on the topic and begin to identify
common themes and frameworks in regional and global
approaches to secure, safe and trustful Online environment.

A Cybersecurity Framework workshop was held on 4 April
2017 and 12 December 2017 to review and discuss the
proposed framework outline presented by Thailand. The
draft Framework will be circulated for TELWG' s
suggestions and 1s expected to be finalized in June 2018
and proposed for endorsement at TEL 57.

Counter-Terrori
sm  Working
Group
(CTWG).

Survey of | The project proposes to survey APEC Economies to learn | Increased human | - Human Capital | Group of Friend
Initiatives in | about their policies, legislation and initiatives to promote | development potential | Development; of  Disability
APEC Economies | access to ICTs for people with hearing and/or speech | through consideration of | - Technologies and | (GOFD)
to promote access | impairments, and to develop a report presenting this | possible ways to actively | Innovation;
to ICTs for people | information and providing an analysis of current trends. It | include  remoted  and | - Inclusive
with a hearing | built on the Seminar held at TEL 53 on Social Inclusion of | socially — deprived — and | Growth;
and/or speech | People  with  Disabilities  through  Access  to | vulnerable people 1nto | - Sustainable
Impairment Telecommunications. economic activities, | Growth.

The survey was circulated in Feb 2017 and closed in April enhancing
(self—fupded, 2017, on how economies address accessibility issues for people—t.o—-people
Australia) people with impairments. The draft report 1s expected to be connectlyle (APEC

circulated by end of 2017 and the final report 1s planned for Connectivity Blueprint

TELS7. 2015-20295).
Research on | The main purposes of the project are to study APEC | Develop  useful  ICT | - Technologies and | No
multi-language economies' interests and concerns in the field of usage of | solutions for e-government | Innovation;
email address | this technology of multi-language email address in | for better institutional | - Structural
usage in | e-government as well as the possible approaches to deploy | connectivity (APEC | Reform.

Connectivity Blueprint
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e-government

(self-funded,
China)

this technology.

The project was proposed in 2015 and extended its
implementation until 2017. Some workshops with
participation of relevant organizations or universities are
expected 1n June 2017 to October 2017 to test the
multi-language email addresses. A report of the research
result will be presented in 2018.

2015-2025).

APEC Workshop

on Internet
Infrastructure
Security
(self-funded,
Papua New
Guinea)

This project intends to bring together experts on routing
and DNS to share initiatives, trends and lessons learned,
best practices in deploying and securing the routing and
DNS infrastructure.

A half-day workshop will be held at TEL 57 in Port
Moresby, Papua New Guinea, which is scheduled for 3-8
June 2018. The agenda and secure participation in the
workshop will be finalized by May 2018. After the
workshop, the report and related materials will be
circulated to all member economies.

APEC Strategy to Ensure a

Trusted,
Sustainable

Environment (TSSOE) of

2005.

and
Online

Secure,

- Human Security

No
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Public-Private This project aims to provide the current status, trends, | APEC Strategy to Ensure a | - Human Security | No
Dialogue on | opportunities and threats of social network and provides | Trusted,  Secure, and
Status, Trends, | recommendations to best deal with this digital technology | Sustainable Online
Opportunities and | from public and private sectors. All member economies can | Environment (TSSOE) of
Threats of Social | use the recommendations to establish their own social | 2005.
Network network governance.
(self-funded, A one-day workshop will be held in Thailand in Feb 2018,
Thailand) where experts from APEC economies and major social
network platforms are invited to exchange views on
opportunities and challenges posing on current paradigm.
The report and outcome of the workshop will be circulated
in March 2018 for comments and suggestions. Another
half-day workshop 1is scheduled in June and the
recommendations of best practices on Social Network
Governance will be shared at TELS7.
ICT Industry | Two roundtables are expected to be held at TELS7 and | Depends on the | Depends on the | The
Roundtables TELS58 by the Host Economy. The exact priorities of the | Roundtable Agenda Roundtable Roundtables
Roundtables will be defined by the Host Economies in Agenda will be open for
(self-funded by | cooperation with TELWG members later. TELWG Guests
TEL Host (APNIC,
Economies) APLAC,
APTLD,
INTUG, ISOC
and other
guests, 1nvited
by the Host
Economies).
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ICT  Regulatory | Two roundtables are expected to be held at TELS7 and | Depends on the | Depends on the | The
Roundtables TELS58 by the Host Economy. The exact priorities of the | Roundtable Agenda Roundtable Roundtables
Roundtables will be defined by the Host Economies in Agenda will be open for
(self-funded by | cooperation with TELWG members later. TELWG Guests
TEL Host (APNIC,
Economies) APLAC,
APTLD,
INTUG, ISOC
and other
guests, invited
by the Host
Economies).
ICT  Innovation | Two roundtables are expected to be held at TELS57 and | Depends on the | Depends on the | The
Industry TEL58 by the Host Economy. The exact priorities of the | Roundtable Agenda Roundtable Roundtables
Roundtables Roundtables will be defined by the Host Economies in Agenda will be open for

(self-funded by
TEL Host
Economies)

cooperation with TELWG members later.

TELWG Guests

(APNIC,
APLAC,
APTLD,
INTUG, ISOC
and other
guests, 1nvited
by the Host
Economies).
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Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation

Advancing
Free Trade for Asia-Pacific
Prosperity

Telecommunications and
Information Working Group

(TELWG)

SOM Steering Committee on ECOTECH — Committee of the Whole Meeting (SCE-COW)
5 March 2018, Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea

Agenda ltem 6 - Key Fora Deliverables for 2018

Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation

Key Forum Deliverables Expected for 2018

O Embracing the Digital Future with Trust and Security:
Finalization of the APEC Cybersecurity Framework for providing principles
and strategies to advance cybersecurity efforts.

O Improving Connectivity with Robust Infrastructure:
Progressing works on projects “Construction and Expansion of Asia Pacific
Information Infrastructure (API)” and “The Best Practices Shared on
Universal Broadband Access and Service.”

U Promoting Sustainable and Inclusive Growth with ICTs:
* A unified strategy developed for the selection and application of loT
technology in current earthquakes and waterfloods monitoring system.
*+ A surveyreport published for promoting access to ICTs for people with
hearing and/or speech impairments.
* A researchreport finalized on multi-language email address usage in e-
government.
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Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation

Cross-Fora Collaboration

U Emergency Preparedness Working Group (EPWG):
engage in the implementation of the project “Earthquakes and Waterfloods
Monitoring System with the application of loT ”

U Group of Friend of Disability (GOFD):
collaborate on projects “Extension of ICT Application for the People with
Special Needs (Ageing and Disability)” and “Survey of initiatives in APEC
Economies to Promote Access to ICTs for People with a Hearing and/or
Speech Impairment”

U Human Resources Development Working Group (HRDWG):
share “Best Practices for Enhancing Citizens’ Digital Literacy” (Roundtable)

Expecting to Seek SOM/AMM Consideration

O Wil seek SOM/AMM consideration of the finalized APEC Cybersecurity
Framework.
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SCE Report on Synergies within the ECOTECH Agenda
2018
Background

1. The SCE has tasked “the Secretariat to undertake a strategic assessment of synergies within
the ECOTECH agenda after SOM1 and provide recommendations to SCE2 about gaps that
may require SCE attention or direction” (point 7 of SCE Report on Improving ECOTECH in
APEC (2013/SOM3/030)).

2. The first report by the APEC Secretariat (2014/SOM2/SCE/004) was submitted to the SCE2 in
2014. The second report was presented to the SCE2 in 2015.

3. As has been the case since 2016, the current version of the report is prepared and presented to
the SCE Committee of the Whole Meeting (SCE-COW), in the view of helping to facilitate the
discussion of cross-fora collaboration at the SCE-COW, given the attendance of sub-fora
convenors or their representatives. It 1S also believed that the discussion of cross-fora
collaboration early in the APEC year might have greater impact on the activities of the
sub-fora throughout the year.

4. The 2018 report has been rationalised somewhat from recent versions. The current report does
not include the tables attached to the previous versions which identified areas of potential
cross-fora collaboration according to both sub-fora work plans and annual APEC priorities.
For this specific information, one 1s invited to review the 2018 Work Plans of the SCE
sub-fora, the template for which asks sub-fora to specify which other sub-fora or organisations
it plans to collaborate with, and how. Similar reporting 1s sought in the template for annual
Fora Reports submitted later in the APEC year.

Review of the annual work plans of the SCE fora

5. The APEC Secretariat analysed fifteen (15) sub-fora work plans: ACTWG, ATCWG, CTWG,
EGILAT, EPWG, EWG, HRDWG, MTF, OFWG, PPSTI, PPWE, TELWG and TWG
submitted as of 1 March 2018 for approval at the SCE-COW; and draft work plans of HWG
and SMEWG pending endorsement at the sub-fora level. The Secretariat analysis came to the
following broad conclusions:

o SCE sub-fora identified close to seventy areas of potential cross-fora collaboration,
which represents a steady year-on-year increase.

e Potential collaboration 1s being identified with other SCE sub-fora as well as with the
sub-fora of the Economic Committee and the Committee on Trade and Investment.
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The range of potential collaboration partners for each forum also appears fairly diverse,
and often differs from project to project. Put another way, collaboration does not
appear confined to the same or the more obvious partners.

A number of SCE sub-fora identify potential collaboration with external partners,
including international and regional organisations such as the United Nations, World
Bank, INTERPOL, International Energy Agency, ILO, WHO and OECD, or
non-governmental organisations such as the Association of Pacific Rim Universities,
Transparency International and The Nature Conservancy, to name but a few.

Although the number and range of cross-fora collaboration opportunities appears to be
increasing, work plans continue to include fairly modest details on the nature and
extent of such collaboration.

Although certain work plans have identified potential collaboration with ABAC and
ASEAN, there likely is scope for more frequent collaboration with both entities,
together with Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, given their respective roles within the
broader APEC process.

Discussion on how to promote cross-fora collaboration

6. At SCE3 in 2016, SCE members adopted eight recommendations to promote cross-fora
collaboration (2016/SOM3/SCE/002):

a)

b)

f)

Make appropriate arrangements to facilitate more discussion on the cross-cutting
1ssues and projects in the margins of the annual SCE-COW, including exploring
possibilities of having themed discussions on specific cross-cutting areas under the
lead of some fora convenors;

Request the APEC Secretariat to facilitate easier access to the annual work plans
and other useful documents relevant for cross-cutting issues through centralized
specific pages under ACS;

Create discussion boards on specific cross-cutting issues at the request of any SCE
COW members on ACS and with the assistance from the APEC Secretariat;
Recommend the SOM to review the protocol on remote participation
(2014/SOM?2/035) with a view to enable APEC fora to easily utilize such IT
facility as remote participation (i.e. Skype for Business) to engage with the other
fora in certain circumstances;

Request the BMC Small Working Group to consider an approach to give further
priorities to those cross-fora collaboration projects, which are of high priorities to
APEC member economies, in the APEC funding approval process;

Encourage the CTI and EC representatives to participate in the SCE COW meeting
and in other relevant occasions to discuss any cross-cutting issues in the margins of
the SCE COW,
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0) Encourage the fora to continue their efforts to coordinate across the fora through
different avenues, including identifying specific areas for collaboration, holding
multi-fora meetings or joint sessions in the margins of SOM meetings and using
focal persons or Program Directors to coordinate with the other fora; and

h) Assess the fora on their efforts to collaborate or coordinate with the other fora,
when the fora are subject to assessments.

7. The SCE Chair and the Secretariat together with the SCE sub-fora have been implementing
these recommendations since SCE3 of 2016.  For instance, reforms have been introduced to
the arrangements for the SCE-COW to facilitate the discussion of cross-fora issues and
projects. In 2018, a thematic discussion focussed on key sub-fora deliverables and cross-fora
opportunities 1s at the heart of the SCE-COW agenda. The Secretariat maintains all key
documents of the SCE sub-fora (i1e Terms of References, Strategic Plans, annual Work Plans
and annual Fora Reports) on the APEC Collaboration System (ACS). Remote participation 1s
being facilitated when requested, including in the context of 2018 SOMI1 cluster meetings.
Beginning in 2018, one of the criteria for scoring concept notes under the streamlined project
approval process concerns cross-fora collaboration. The CTI and EC Chairs are routinely
invited to attend the SCE-COW. We are witnessing an increasing number of joint or
multi-group meetings during SOM clusters. The standardized fora assessment program to
take effect in 2018 will measure data and indicators relating to cross-fora collaboration, among
others.

8. In 2017, APEC Ministers welcomed the adoption of the APEC Guidelines on Promoting
Cross-Fora Collaboration, which streamline existing best practices and highlight emerging
1ssues in the view of encouraging more effective collaboration APEC-wide.

9. The one area which has witnessed modest progress is in the creation and use of discussion
boards on the ACS to facilitate the exchange of information and inter-sessional discussions on
cross-cutting 1ssues. It 1s hoped that the increasing familiarisation with the ACS among
sub-fora and member delegations will increase the prospects for its use toward this end.

29



