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Europe consists 28 member states 

Within the EU a single market is in place 

There is free movement of persons, goods and money. 

One of the tools the EU applies is developing legislation. EU law - which has 
equal force with national law - confers rights and obligations on the 
authorities in each Member State, as well as individuals and businesses 
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The competent authorities in each Member State are responsible for 
implementing EU legislation in national law and enforcing it correctly, 

There is specific legislation in place to ensure food and consumer safety at 
the moment of entry and import into the EU  
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All member states are responsible for checking: 

Production 

Processing 

Import 

Export 
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Import is considered to include all consignments 
entering the EU en originating form non-EU 
member states. 

 



EU Regulation: Type of controls 

 

 

Import control offers three different backgrounds: 

1. National monitoring plan 

2. Harmonised monitoring plan  

3. EU emergency measures 
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EU Regulation: Type of controls 

Article 15.1 882/2004 

The competent authority shall carry out regular official controls on feed 
and food of non-animal origin, imported into the EU. 
 
It shall organise these controls on the basis of the multi-annual national 
control plan drawn up in accordance with Articles 41 to 43 and in the 
light of potential risks. The controls shall cover all aspects of feed and food 
law. 

National 
control plan 
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EU Regulation: Type of controls 

Harmonised monitoring plan 

A list of feed and food of non-animal origin that 
is, on the basis of known or emerging risk, to 
be subject to an increased level of official 
controls at the point of entry into territories of 
the EU. 

Emergency measures for food and feed of 
Community origin or imported from a third 
country 
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Harmonised  
and  
harmonised with certificate country of 
origin 
Prior notification to the competent authority is needed. 

 

 
Done with : 
 
Common entry document 
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D check at the Designated points 
Common Entry Document (CED) 
health certificate, including analytical 
report. 
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list of products and  
percentages of control 

 
 
In case member state 
up to the member state. 

In case of Harmonized 
decides on an EU list 

In the Netherlands monitoring plan 
based on risk analyses. 
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Official controle: 
 

 

Article 2 of the EU regulation 882/2004 

 

‘official control’ means any form of control that the 
competent authority or the Community performs 
for the verification of compliance with feed and 
food law, animal health and animal welfare rules;  
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Whom:  
Skilled people, suitable equipment 

882/2004 



‘identity check’:  
a visual inspection to ensure that 
certificates or other documents 
accompanying the consignment tally 
with the labelling and the content of 
the consignment 

‘official control’:  
any form of control that the CA or the 
Community performs for the 
verification of compliance with feed 
and food law, animal health and 
animal welfare rules  ‘physical check’: a check on the 

feed or food itself which may include 
checks on the means of transport, on 
the packaging, labelling and 
temperature, the sampling for 
analysis and laboratory testing and 
any other check necessary to verify 
compliance with feed or food law 

Official controle 

‘documentary check’:  
the examination of commercial 
documents and, where appropriate, 
of documents required under feed or 
food law that are accompanying the 
consignment 
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Release for free circulation 

If all checks are finished and the results are conform 

The competent authority sign the CED 

The food business operator go with the signed CED to the customs.  

The competent authority handover the CED to the food business operator. 

Customs release the shipment for free circulation in the EU 
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Overview cooperation customs. 
• Two moments of cooperation: 

 

National control plan: 

• selection from custom manifest 

 

Harmonized & harmonized with certificate: 

• Customs Check of all controls are done at the 
moment of import declaration 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION 
 

Sjaak Blaak  

Inspector. 

Food and Consumer Product Safety Autorithy 

 

Tél: +31 652527892 

Email: Sjaak.Blaak@vwa.nl 

Website: www.vwa.nl 
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