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American Legion f& A &8 EH1k

National Commander Mr. Schmidt, distinguished guests, and most of all
extraordinary veterans and your families, Good afternoon.

Thank you for the warm welcome. It is such a great honour of mine to be here,
especially to address the veterans who have selflessly served the country. On behalf of
the Veterans Affairs Council of the Republic of China, | hereby extend our sincerest
respects and regards to all the American patriots and heroes.

The Veteran Affairs Council and the American Legion have bonded in a close
relationship for decades. The reason that we have established the long-lasting
friendship is because we share the same values and beliefs in freedom, democracy,
human rights and global justice and peace.

Also, we are both committed to striving for the dignity and welfare for those who
have served and sacrificed for the country, at home and abroad. They deserve this
glory, and that’s the reason why we are here to support, honour, and appreciate those

veterans, service-members and their families by providing substantial benefits for
them.

Taiwan and the US have maintained relevant relations no matter in politics,
economic and security. In other words, Taiwan’s development is closely tied to the US
interests in the Asia-Pacific region. Therefore, assisting Taiwan to continuously
undergo military transformation, to gain adequate capability of national defense, and
to join economic and trade pacts as well as other international organizations, is crucial

for our mutual interests.

As Taiwan is situated in the center of the First Island Chain in your Western
Pacific Defense Line, our strategic value is important and irreplaceable to the US.
Hence, as a partner of the US, Taiwan will continue to promote the regional peace and
security, as well as economic development in the Pacific Rim. Meanwhile, Taiwan
will also continue the Humanitarian Aid and Disaster Relief service to carry out our
responsibility as part of the global village

Dear fellows, we truly appreciate your continued support and defence of the

rights of the Taiwanese people; in particular, submitting the Resolution to the
10



Congress each year by supporting Taiwan regarding national defence, arms
procurement, political and economic issues and so on. Such an act means a lot for us.
Your valuable friendship will always be kept in our minds and will be treasured for
good.

Thank you so much and I wish you a successful convention, as well as wishing

you all health and happiness.

Finally, I would like to present National Commander Mr. Schmidt with a Medal
of Honor with Cravat of Veterans Affairs Council, First Class, in recognition of his

dedication to promoting the partnership between our two countries.

Miss Shih-Ya Huang, please recite the citation.

Thank You!
ke
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American Legion Auxiliary #2268

National President Ms. Davis, distinguished guests, and most of all, the
outstanding members of the American Legion Auxiliary:

Good afternoon. It is my great honour to be here with the privilege of being able
to address all of you. On behalf of the Veterans Affairs Council of the Republic of

China, I hereby express our sincerest respects and regards to all of you.

| have learnt a lot from the dedication you have made for the country- you
advocate for veterans, educate the citizens, mentor the young generations, and
promote patriotism, good citizenship, peace and security. It is undeniable that the role
of the American Legion Auxiliary is exceptional and irreplaceable.
Your hard-work and selfless service have supported millions of veterans,

service-members, and their families and communities, both at home and abroad.

It is because of the vision you embrace and the mission you carry out that has brought
substantial benefits to their lives. It is because of your constant support and care that
honours their sacrifices and contributions. The spirit of service you hold - not for self
but for veterans, God and country- has stabilized the sociality and brought a bright

future. Your dedication to the nation is truly beyond words.

| always believe that there is no boundary that women can achieve, no matter in
politics, military, or other fields. And it is true; historically women have challenged
the gender stereotype, fought for equal rights, broken the traditional role of assistance
and become leaders in their own right. As we have witnessed many strong females set
up as role models. For example, the current Chancellor of Germany Angela Merkel,
Prime Minister of UK Teresa May, and President of Taiwan Tsai, Ing-Wen are all

outstanding women.

Finally, let my close by showing my appreciation to the American Legion
Auxiliary for the constant support to the ROC. And | extend my sincerest welcome to
you to visit Formosa Taiwan, where | believe that you will appreciate the beautiful

scenery, the cuisine, and also the hospitality of the Taiwanese people.
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Thank you so much, and I wish you all health and happiness!
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Good afternoon! It is an honor to be here today to celebrate and show sincere
gratitude to our veterans! It is also an honor to welcome to our great state, special
guest Deputy Minister of the Veterans Affairs Council Liu Jia-Kai. Thank you for
joining us in celebrating the continued diplomatic relationship between Arizona, the
United States, and Taiwan.

I would also like to acknowledge and thank the United Veterans Association,
the American Legion Thomas Tang Post 50, the ROC Taiwan Veterans Association of
Phoenix, the leadership of Wendy Karahalios, and every veteran here who has proudly
served their country.

As Senate Majority Leader, | have the unique opportunity and privilege of
being in front of many important policy issues and matters that affect the many
sectors of our great state. However, there are just a few policy issues that tug at my
heart strings. These are issues that matter to me and that | will support without any
hesitation. Issues that help veterans is one of them.

As many of you know, | am the daughter of a U.S. Army veteran. My
grandfather who was a business owner in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania worked the night
shift as a welder building ships for the U.S. Navy during WWIL. It is always a great
privilege to visit with our brave veterans and their families as they share with me the
stories of their time in the service.

Each time | hear the stories and experiences of our military men and women
and their families, I come away with such great admiration not only of their
commitment for the safety and welfare of our great country, but their commitment to
their families and loved ones even when they are continents and oceans away from
them for great lengths of time.

| recently heard a story about a young woman serving in our military and she
was at the gate of the airport saying her goodbyes and kisses to her young children.
Tears are often part of this familiar scene not only experienced by those saying
goodbye, but also by those who can't help but watch nearby. In this story, the airline
attendant was moved by what she saw and invited the servicewoman to board the
plane before the rest of the passengers. She took her arm around the servicewoman as
15



they walked towards the plane and said she too was once a military mom and
understood those same tears of saying goodbye.

Our brave veterans and servicemen and women serve so that we can live in a
safe and free country and to provide peace and freedom around the world.

The history of the relationship between the United States and Taiwan is one of
mutual respect, working together for decades, continuing to improve our diplomatic
relationships in business, trade, investments and tourism. Our cultural relationships
have strengthened with strong economic relations and enhanced commercial ties
between the United States and Taiwan.

In 1979, the U.S. Congress passed the Taiwan Relations Act, which was
landmark legislation that even today stands as the cornerstone for an enduring and
robust relationship between the United States and Taiwan.

The Taiwan Relations Act was enacted with these words: to “help maintain
peace, security, and stability in the Western Pacific,” all of which “are in the political,
security, and economic interests of the United States and are matters of international

concern.”

On March 13, 1979, the City of Phoenix, a city | represent in my legislative
district, became the 32" Sister City with Taipei and established an essential link
between the Taiwanese and American people. Senator Barry Goldwater played a
significant role in this new relationship with Taiwan and former Phoenix Mayor
Margaret T. Hance traveled to Taipei to sign the sister city agreement. This promoted
cultural understanding, people-to-people contact, and commercial exchange between
the United States and Taiwanese people.

Shortly thereafter, the State of Arizona and the government of Taiwan signed a
Sister-State agreement.

Over the years, the Arizona State Legislature has continued to show its support
for Taiwan. This year, we passed Senate Concurrent Resolution 1017 recognizing
support for Taiwan’s economic viability. In 2016, 2014 and 2012, we also passed
resolutions in support and recognition of Taiwan's international participation,
domestic stability and its democratic transformation.

In 2015, | sponsored a measure in the Arizona Senate that is now law to allow
Arizona employers the opportunity to establish a voluntary veterans preference

16



employment policy for hiring, promoting or retaining a veteran over other applicants.

Recently, in the United States Congress numerous measures were introduced to
support continued ties with Taiwan.

Senate Bill 1620: The Taiwan Security Act of 2017, showing a support to
increase military exchanges and increase military relations between the United States
and Taiwan.

House Resolution 3362 - Department of State, Foreign Operations, and Related
Programs Appropriations Act, 2018. For necessary expenses to carry out the Taiwan
Relations Act with over $30.5 million in federal appropriations.

House Resolution 3320 Directing the Secretary of State to develop a strategy to
regain observer status for Taiwan in the World Health Organization.

Senate Bill 1519 - National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018 was
sponsored by Sen. John McCain for a Defense partnership between the United States
and Taiwan.

Senate Concurrent Resolution 38 was introduced to reaffirm the Taiwan
Relations Act.

And Senate Bill 1051: Taiwan Travel Act which encourages visits between the
United States and Taiwan at all levels, and for other purposes.

The U.S. policy promotes: (1) allowing officials at all levels of the U.S.
government to travel to Taiwan to meet their Taiwanese counterparts; (2) permitting
high-level Taiwanese officials to enter the United States under respectful conditions
and to meet with U.S. officials, including officials from the Department of State and
the Department of Defense; and (3) encouraging the Taipei Economic and Cultural
Representative Office, and any other instrumentality established by Taiwan, to
conduct business in the United States.

Taiwan has proven to be a vital partner not just for the United States, but for the
region. In 2016, Taiwan, for the first time, is included in the Critical Language
Scholarship (CLS) program, sponsored by the U.S. Department of State, making it one
of the destinations for studying Chinese. This demonstrates that both Taiwan and the
United States are committed to enhancing their people-to-people exchange.
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These are all examples of the many state and federal policies and measures that
have been introduced to continue to strengthen the ties between the United States and
Taiwan.

In 2012, | had the privilege of visiting Taiwan on a Arizona state legislative
delegation and met with numerous heads of state and agency directors. We talked
about the importance of continuing our trade imports and exports. We talked about
how we can learn from our various education systems. We talked about agriculture
and innovative computer technologies.

The relationship between the United States and Taiwan is multi-faceted and
has clearly created a path towards prosperity. In 2016, trade in goods between the
United States and Taiwan in amounted to $66.1 billion and Taiwan was the United
States' 10th largest trading partner.

As a member of the Arizona Senate Education Committee and former
chairman of the committee, | have learned about both the personal and economic
value that higher education can bring to our children. In 2015, around 20,000 students
from Taiwan were studying in United States colleges and universities and nearly
4,000 U.S. students were enrolled in Taiwan universities,

There is rich history between the United States and Taiwan. A defining
moment in the timeline was the heroic and collaborative effort between our brave
soldiers during WWI1I. We worked together as allies towards the common goal of
defending freedom.

We recognize that freedom because of you, our veterans, whom we are
honoring and saluting on this day.

The sacrifices that our veterans have made have created the security and safety
we feel at home. The many brave men and women in uniform have given to their
country selflessly. They have sacrificed time away from their families so that we can
be safe at home with our families.

Our veterans have dedicated time away from their vocations and their
workplaces. They have taken time away from their education, their places of comfort
and have served their country with great courage, even in unknown circumstances and
dangerous assignments.

We experience peace and freedom because of those who serve.
18



Today we join together to show our sincere gratitude for the service and
sacrifice that our veterans have so honorably fulfilled.

Thank you!
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