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45 1 > PNCA i

Solomon Islands Government
Minisiry of Environment, Climate Change, Disaster Management and Meteorology
PO, Bosx (21, Homara, Solemon [elands
"T'el (677) 20348, Tel-Fas: (677) 28054

10 July 2017

Tox  The Cenrral Weather Burean (LN
Minktey of Transpont and Comumuicttiins

Bepublic of Chima {TATW.AN).

[ear Sir/Madam,

RE: The 4" Meetng of the Pucific Meweorological Council (PMC-4) 14 1o 18" August 2017
Huomiara, Solsnon 12lnds.

Wi heve the honons toinvite sour team’y parteipation for ihe 4 Meering of the Tacific Memeorobyical
Commi] PWC-4) sclimluled G ke place in | lonias from the 147 8% Aupuss 20T,

Grateul of your ochice could mdicate svzilabilicy re pamcipate a5 an Chserver at the mestnp at yout
carlics comvenicnes o the Minister of Foreign Affeiru gl Faternal Trade, Peotocnl Disision, b
Kerets Sanpa {email: hﬁ'ﬂ-ll;;iﬂﬂiui-h.lﬂ-ﬂ_ﬁ' and Miristry of Lnvircnmenr, Chmate Chatiype, DHzaser
Mamsgeoneat and Mereorodopy, [aderseonctary = Technical, Mr Chael Leod fomail: oirmidimer gos sh),
Far ooy snquisies and ssistnee ploiie donor hesitare o costacrs them,
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Time PMC4 Agenda Item Lead
07:30- Registration at FFA Conference Centre SPREP
09:00
09:00 — Agenda Opening Ceremony
10:00 Item 1:
1.1 Opening Prayer Government of
Solomon Islands
1.2 Welcome Government of
Solomon Islands
1.3 Address Current Chair of
PMC
1.4 Key Note Statement SPREP
1.5 Key Note Statement WMO
1.6 Opening Address Government of
Solomon Islands
10:00-10:30 Group Photo and Morning Tea
10:30-11:00 | Agenda Organization of the Fourth Meeting of the
Item 2: Pacific Meteorological Council (PMC-4)
2.1 Election of Chair and Vice Chair for PMC-4 PMC-3 Chair
2.2 Adoption of Agenda and Program of Work PMC-4 Chair
2.3 Establishment of a Drafting Committee PMC-4 Chair
11:00-11:15 | Agenda Setting the Scene for PMC-4: Objectives SPREP
Item 3: and Expected Outcomes
11:15-11:30 | Agenda Report on Actions Taken on Matters Arising | SPREP
Item 4: from the 3™ Meeting of the Pacific
Meteorological Council (PMC-3) and the
Nuku’alofa Ministerial Declaration
11:30-11:45 | Agenda WMO Strategic Plan WMO
Item 5
11:45:12:00 | Agenda SPREP Strategic Plan SPREP
Item 6
12:00-12:15 | Agenda Contribution to the Implementation of the | UNESCAP
Item 7 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs
12:15-12:30 | Agenda Framework for Resilient Development in SPREP
Item 8 the Pacific (FRDP)
12:30-12:45 | Agenda Outcomes of the UN Oceans Conference SPREP
Item 9
12:45-1:00 | Agenda Outcomes of the Multi Hazard Mr ‘Ofa Fa’anunu
Item 10 Early Warning System and (Tonga), Mr Arona Ngari
Disaster Risk Reduction Global (Cook Islands), Mr Lloyd
Platform Meetings in Cancun, Tahani (Solomon Islands),
Mexico. Mr Alex Montoro (SPREP)
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| and WMO
1:00-2:00 Lunch
Side Events
Room 1- Side Event 1: RIMES (TBC)
Room 2 - Side Event 1: NIWA Solomon
Islands Climate Early Warning
2:00-3:00 Agenda Countries’ Reports from National
Item 11 Meteorological and Hydrological Services
11.1 American Samoa
11.2 Cook Islands
11.3 Federated States of Micronesia
114 Fiji
115 French Polynesia
11.6 Kiribati
11.7 Marshall Islands
11.8 Nauru
11.9 New Caledonia & Wallis and Futuna
11.10 Niue
11.11 Palau
11.12 Papua New Guinea
3:00-3:30 Afternoon Tea
3.30-4.30 11.13 Samoa
11.14 Solomon Islands
11.15 Tokelau
11.16 Tonga
11.17 Tuvalu
11.18 Vanuatu
11.19 Australia
11.20 New Zealand
11.21 United States of America
11.22 General Discussion on the Countries Reports
7:00 — Sunset Event
9:00pm

8:30-9:30 | Agenda Aviation Weather Services

Item 12

12.1 Progress on the PIAWS Panel including PIAWS Panel
outcomes of related regional and Chair and ICAO
international meetings and surveys

12.2 Compliance with ICAO requirements ICAO

including Annex 3, QMS (ISO 9001-2015)
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CAR Document/ Part 174 and competency
assessment and capacity development of
AMOs and AMFs.

12.3 Cost recovery for aviation weather services. | PIAWS Panel
Chair
124 Future Work of the Pacific Island Aviation | PIAWS Panel
Weather Services (PIAWS) Panel including | Chair
Terms of Reference.
9:30-9:40 Discussions, Questions and Answers
9:40-10:25 | Agenda Climate Services
Item 13
13.1 Progress on the Pacific Island Climate PICS Panel Chair
Services (PICS) Panel
13.2 Progress on the establishment of the WMO | PICS Panel Chair
RA-V Pacific Islands Regional Climate Centre
13.3 A review of second Pacific Island Climate PICS Panel Chair
Outlook Forum (PICOF-2) and plans for
PICOF-3
10:25-10:35 Discussions, Questions and Answers
10:35-11:05 Morning Tea
11:05-11:50 | Agenda Multi-Hazard Early Warning System
Item 14: | (MHEWS)
14.1 Outcomes of the Twenty-seventh Session of | IOC-UNESCO
the Intergovernmental Coordination Group and Tonga
for the Pacific Tsunami Warning and
Mitigation System (ICG/PTWS-XXVII)
14.2 Oceania Regional Seismic Network (ORSNET) | Vanuatu
14.3 Pacific Resilience Program (PREP) in Samoa SPC, Samoa and
and Tonga Tonga
11:50-12:00 Discussions, Questions and Answers
12:00:12:45 | Agenda Hydrology and Flood Early Warning System
Item 15
15.1 Hydrology SPC and SPREP
15.2 Flood Early Warning System Fiji
Meteorological
Service
15.3 Opportunities for establishing UNESCO UNESCO
International Hydrology Programme in the
Pacific region
12:45-12:55 Discussions, Questions and Answers
12:55-1:55 Lunch

Side Events

Room 1- Side Event 3: Samoa: Improvement
of early disaster warning using Smartphone
App
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Room 2 - Side Event 4: IPCC
1:55-2:40 Agenda Marine Weather Services and Ocean Issues
Item 16:
16.1 Progress on the Pacific Island Marine and PIMOS Panel
Ocean Services (PIMOS) Panel Chair
16.2 Methodologies to evaluate climate change RESTEC
impacts on storm surge/storm wave hazards
in SIDS
16.3 Coastal Inundation Forecasting in Fiji and SPC, WMO, Fiji
Tuvalu and Tuvalu
2:40-2:50 Discussions, Questions and Answers
2:50-3:35 Agenda Communications and Infrastructure
Item 17:
17.1 Progress on the Pacific Island PICI Panel Chair
Communication and Infrastructure (PICI)
Panel
17.2 National Emergency Telecommunication PRCCT and WFP
Plans (NETP) and opportunity for NMHSs to
link
17.3 RANET US NOAA
3:35-3:45 Discussions, Questions and Answers
3:45-4:15 Refreshment
4:15-5:00 Agenda Training, Education and Research
Item 18
18.1 Progress on the Pacific Island Education, PIETR Chair
Training and Research (PIETR) Panel
18.2 The Pacific Regional Meteorological Training | Mr. Ravind
Centre Kumar (Fiji) and
Prof. Elisabeth
Holland (USP)
18.3 Impacts of climate change for the Pacific Dr. Joy
according to the latest findings of the Jacqueline
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change | Pereira
(IPCC) and Future priorities of the IPCC (Vice-Chair of
IPCC Working
Group )
5:00-5:10 Discussions, Questions and Answers
5:10-5:30 Agenda Republic of Korea- Pacific Islands Climate APCC. SPREP
Item 19 Prediction Project Update
7:00 — Sunset Event APCC & SPREP
9:00pm

9:00-9:15

Agenda

FINPAC Project

SPREP
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Item 20

9:00-9:30 Agenda Forum Fishery Agency (FFA) Observer FFA
Item 21 Program
9:30-9:45 Agenda COSPPac Project BoM
Item 22
9:45-10:15 Agenda Pacific Island Meteorological Strategy
Item 23
23.1 Presentation of the Final Draft of the SPREP
Reviewed Pacific Island Meteorological
Strategy (PIMS) 2017-2026 for Endorsement
23.2 Discussions and Endorsement
10:15-10:45 Morning Tea
10:45-11:15 | Agenda The Pacific Roadmap for Strengthened
Item 24 Climate Services
24.1 Presentation of the Final draft of the Pacific | SPREP
Roadmap for Strengthened Climate
Services (PRSC) 2017-2026 for Endorsement
24.2 Discussions and Endorsement
11:15-11:30 | Agenda Pacific Climate Change Centre (PCCC) and SPREP
Item 25 Role in Supporting Meteorology in the
Pacific
11:30-12:00 | Agenda Review of PMC Terms of Reference
Item 26
12:00-1:00 Lunch
Side Events
Room 1- Side Event 5: JAXA-Real-time
Rainfall Watch
Room 2 - Side Event 6: Forecast-based
Financing: A roadmap for Solomon Islands
1:00-3:00 Agenda PMC-4 Outcomes, Donor and Partners
Item 27: | Roundtable and the Ministerial Meeting
27.1 Review and Finalize the Second Pacific All
Ministerial Meeting on Meteorology
(PMMM-2) Agenda
27.2 Briefing for Donor and Roundtable Meeting | All
3:00-3:30 Refreshment
6:00-9:00pm Sunset Event

8:30-10:00 | Agenda Partner and Donor Roundtable
Item 28:
28.1 Setting the Scene SPREP
28.2 Roles of the NMHSs and the PMC in WMO/SPREP
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Sustainable Development

28.3 Presentation of the PIMS 2017-2026 and SPREP/WMO
PRSCS 2017-2026 Needs and Priorities
28.4 Speed Dating: between Donors and Partners
with National Meteorological and
Hydrological Services
10:00-10:30 Refreshment
10:30-11:30 | 28.5 Donors and Partners Presentations and DFAT, WMO,
Discussions- Linkages to Support the EU, and GCF
PIMS/PRSCS/NMHSs
11:30-12:30 | 28.6 Panel Discussions: Climate Resilience in the DFAT, WMO,
Pacific Foreign Affairs
Finland, JICA,
Tonga, and
SPREP
12:30-1:00 28.7 Mapping Exercise
1:00-2:00 Lunch
Side Events
Room 1- Side Event 7: ICAO (tbc)
Room 2 - Side Event 8: FINPAC-Lord Howe
Community-based Early Warning System in
Solomon Islands.
2:00-3:00 28.8 Open Dialogue
28.9 Closing
3:00-3:30 Refreshment
3:30-3:45 Agenda Venue of the Fifth Meeting of the PMC
Item 29:
3:45-4:45 Agenda Review and Adopt the Report of PMC-4
Item 30:
4:45-5:00 Agenda Closure of PMC-4
Item 31:
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PMMM2 Aug.18 Meeting Agenda Items

08:30 - 09:00 ARRIVAL OF DIGNITARIES
09:00 - 10:00 Agenda Item 1: OFFICIAL OPENING

1.1 Opening Prayer (Government of Solomon Islands)
1.2 Welcome (Government of Solomon Islands)
Video of Solomon Islands and Cultural Welcome
1.3 Keynote Address (Director General of SPREP)
1.4 Keynote Address (Secretary General of WMO)
1.5 Official Opening Statement (Prime Minister of Solomon Islands)

10:30 - 11:00 BREAK: GROUP PHOTO and MORNING TEA

11:00 — 11:30 Agendaltem 2:  ORGANISATION OF THE SECOND
PACIFIC MINISTERIAL MEETING ON METEOROLOGY
(PMMM-2)

2.1 Designation of Chair for PMMM-2 (Chairman of PMMM-1)
2.2 Adoption of Agenda and Program of Work

11:30 - 12:00 Agenda Item 3: OUTCOMES OF THE NUKUALOFA
MINISTERIAL DECLARATION AND THE OUTCOMES OF
THE PMC-4

3.1 Update on the Outcomes of the Nuku’alofa Ministerial
Declaration for sustainable weather and climate services for a
resilient Pacific (SPREP)

3.2Presentation of the Outcomes of PMC-4 (Chairman of PMC-4)

Discussions/Interventions/statements from Ministers.

12:00 - 12:45 Agenda Item 4: CONTRIBUTION OF NMHSs TO THE
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGs),
INTERGOVERNMENTAL PANEL OF CLIMATE CHANGE
(IPCC) AND THE UNITED NATIONS FRAMEWORK
CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE (UNFCCC)

4.1 Contribution of National Meteorological and Hydrological
Services (NMHSSs) to the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) (UNESCAP)
Discussions/Interventions/statements from Ministers.

4.2 Contribution of NMHSs to the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC).
Discussions/Interventions/statements from Ministers.

4.3 Contribution of NMHSs to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) (SPREP)
Discussions/Interventions/statements from Ministers
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12:45 - 14:00 BREAK: LUNCH

14:00 - 15:00 Agenda Item 5: METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES
SUPPORTING PACIFIC COMMUNITIES

5.1 Hydrology (Samoa)
Discussions/Interventions/statements from Ministers

5.2 Contribution of Meteorology to Aviation Safety (Chairman of

PIAWS Panel)
Discussions/Interventions/statements from Ministers

5.3 Coastal Inundation Forecasting
Discussions/Interventions/statements from Ministers

15:00 - 15:30 Agenda Item 6: COORDINATION OF METEOROLOGY IN
THE PACIFIC

6.1 Presentation of the revised Pacific Islands Meteorological
Strategy (PIMS) 2017-2026 and the Pacific Roadmap for
Strengthened Climate Services (PRSCS) 2017-2026
(Chairman of the PMC-4)
Discussions/Interventions/statements from Ministers.

6.2 The Pacific Climate Change Centre (PCCC) (SPREP)
Discussions/Interventions/statements from Ministers.

15:30 - 16:00 BREAK: AFTERNOON TEA

Agenda Item 7: DISCUSSION ON THE HONIARA
MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Agenda Item 8: CLOSING OF MEETING
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SOLOMON ISLANDS PUSH TO IMPROVE EARLY WARNING SYSTEM

By Ben Bilua of Island Sun Newspaper, Solomon Islands

15 August, 2017, Honiara, Solomon Islands, PMC-4 — The Director of Solomon
Islands Meteorology Service says the government is pushing to improve the country’s
early warning systems.

Reporting back to the 4th Pacific Meteorological Council in Honiara this week, Mr
Lloyd Tahani said national service’s achievements include infrastructure development,
improved early warning systems through the installation of rain and tide gauges, staff
capacity building and providing services to other stakeholders.

Mr Tahani said Solomon Islands infrastructure observation network had improved
since 2014, thanks to a United Nation’'s Development Programmme’s project,
Resilience in the Pacific (SIDS) otherwise known as RESPAC.

He said early warning devices such as rain gauges and tide gauges were being
installed throughout the country as part of an effort to improve early warning system.

Mr Tahani said the devices not only provided weather updates but also information
that were tailored to other stakeholders such as agriculture, water resources and
health sector.

He said Solomon Islands meteorology (climate section) had forged partnership
programmes with other Government ministries and also non-government
organisations to implement some of the programmes related to weather and
community resilience.
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“One example is our special collaboration with Solomon Islands Ministry of Health and
Medical Services on malaria forecast, where we provide malaria forecast updates for
the health sector.

“This forecast is mainly measuring rainfalls and with records of rainfall per season, we
can make approximation on possible breeding of mosquitos,” Mr Tahani said.

He said Solomon Islands Met Service also worked with Solomon Islands Red Cross
on early warning systems.

Mr Tahani said the programme also reached out to disaster-prone communities that
are living close to rivers in Honiara.

He said that project was supported by the Secretariat of Pacific Regional Environment
Programme through funds from Finnish-Pacific Project (FINPAC).

Meanwhile Mr Tahani said Solomon Islands Meteorological Service was also
improving its seismic systems with the help of Republic of China Taiwan.

He said a Memorandum of Understanding had been signed between Solomon Islands
Government and Taiwan to seal the partnership.

Commenting on human resource development, Mr Tahani said Solomon Islands was
also building the capacity of its staff, especially in forecasting and climate services.

He also acknowledged donor partners that have supported Solomon Islands Met
Services. - #PMC4 #PacificMet
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WORLD MET ORGANIZATION TO FOCUS MORE ON PACIFIC MET
SERVICES IMPROVEMENT

~liant Pacific”

) Ministerial Meetir

By Repeka Nasiko of Fiji Times

14 August, 2017, Honiara, Solomon Islands, PMC-4 — The World Meteorological
Organization (WMO) is placing more emphasis on improving and funding Pacific
meteorological services programs that ensure capacity building for countries in the
regions.

While speaking at the opening of the 4th Pacific Meteorological Council meeting in
Honiara, Solomon Islands, WMO development and regional activities director Mary
Power said the assistance by the global body to the region was decided at the WMO
Congress in 2015.

“WMO has plans for specific vulnerability programs for SIDS (small Island developing
states) and small island territories,” she said.

“At the last WMO Congress we did initiate a new program for SIDS and small island
territories, which is now focusing on bringing in additional projects in the Pacific,
Caribbean and the Indian Ocean regions.

“WMO has many core programs that support activities in the region.

“We are putting a very strong emphasis on SIDS in our efforts to mobilise additional
forces through some of our finance mechanisms.”

Ms Power urged members of the Pacific Meteorological Council to take advantage of
some of the programs being supported by the global body.

“Some of you are still not members of WMO so we would welcome an opportunity to
discuss this with you here, and also perhaps considering what support WMO can give
and whether your countries would like to join WMO.
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“We have set up meetings here in Honiara and hopefully we could also meet with the
relevant minister here in the Solomon Islands.”

Fiji Meteorological Services director Ravind Kumar said Fiji was one of a few
countries in the region that would benefit from new WMO-funded programs.

“The Fiji Meteorological Services is going to benefit from a project called the Climate
Risk Early Warning System,” he said.

“Another project that is in the pipeline where a number of regional countries including
Fiji are going to benefit from is the Green Climate Fund on Enhancing Multi-Hazard
Early Warning Systems in the Pacific.” - #PMC4 #PacificMet

Mr Kumar said the PMC allowed regional directors to discuss each national
meteorology service’s needs and how best we could meet these needs with the
assistance of regional and global partners. - #PMC4 #PacificMet

PACIFIC NEEDS TO SHARE MORE INFORMATION — REGIONAL
DIRECTOR

By Ana Uili of MEIDAC, Tonga

15 August, 2017, Honiara, Solomon Islands, PMC-4 — The head of the Pacific
Islands Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA) has called on the Pacific to break the barrier of
withholding information from one another.

Director General Mr. James Movick made the call while delivering a presentation to
the Pacific Meteorological Council (PMC) on the overview of FFA’s observer program.

He said that one of the main challenges in the Pacific region is people are not sharing
information.
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“Getting everybody to understand that sharing information more broadly is valuable.
So that's part of this process that we've been trying to encourage to coordinate
frameworks.”

Chair of PMC and Acting Director of Solomon Islands Meteorology service Mr. Lloyd
Tahani said sharing information is very essential for the advancement of products.

“Sharing of data especially with regards to climate and weather data is very important,
and as the FFA Director General alluded this morning they also found sharing of data
to be difficult especially in this part of the world where data is still a political issue.”

He stressed that signing of agreement between countries can help promote the idea
of information sharing and revert the benefits gained back to the countries the data
comes from.

“Frameworks such as PMC will create more value where collaboration can be made to
achieve those approaches, and make it much easier because you would have head of
countries coming to discuss and talk about regional needs, and through those process
data can be easily shared and used for the betterment of respective Pacific island
countries.”

Tahani stated that development partners and donors such as the Climate and Oceans
Support Program in the Pacific (COSPPac) from Australia, and Republic of Korea
require data sharing to help them develop products that Pacific countries can use in
decision making to be resilient against climate change impact. — #PMC4 #PacificMet

WEATHER AND CLIMATE INFORMATION VITAL FOR
DEVELOPMENT, SAYS KIRIBATI MET DIRECTOR

By Bentaake Kiima of Broadcasting & Publications Authority, Kiribati

15 August, 2017, Honiara, Solomon Islands, PMC-4 — The Kiribati Meteorological
Services (KMS) Director has highlighted the vital role of weather and climate
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information in development in his country report during the Fourth Pacific
Meteorological Services in Honiara, Solomon Islands.

On the achievements Kiribati have made since the last meeting in 2015, Mr Ueneta
Toorua acknowledged regional agencies, donor partners and other organizations that
have supported the Kiribati Meteorological Services directly or indirectly over the last
two years.

These partners included the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA),
Government of Fiji through Fiji Meteorological Services, Fiji Airways and World
Meteorological Organization, Building Safety and Resilience in the Pacific (BSRP)
under the Pacific Community (SPC), Africa Caribbean Pacific — European Union,
United Nations Development Programme,Least Development Country Funds (LDCF),
Finnish Pacific (FINPAC) project, and the Climate and Oceans Support Program in
the Pacific (COSPPac).

Some of the achievements Mr. Toorua mentioned in his report were the completion of
the in-country refresher training to meteorological observers, technical support and
guidance toward compliance to Part 174 as required in weather service for aviation,
the ongoing three construction of a new meteorological building at Cassidy Airport on
Kiritimati Island, support to have automatic weather stations that will soon to install in
three outer islands (Nonouti, Abemama and Maiana), and manual equipment for
Bonriki and Cassidy Airports.

He added that among the external support, the Kiribati government has also put some
effort into improving the national meteorological service. He also highlighted the need
for inclusion of a project-funded staff position to the permanent office, provision of
office vehicle to support Met operations on Kiritimati.

Mr. Toorua said the government was also reviewing a KMS proposal on a re-structure
for 2018, which would provide additional positions for qualified managers post to
improve compliance to national and international regulations and requirement.

The director said that the government of Kiribati had a vision called the KV20, where
tourism and fisheries were key priority areas for “a quantum leap” in terms of Kiribati
Development plans.

“Weather and climate information plays a very important role in development and
therefore we looking forward to more support,” said Mr. Toorua.

He said the government was seeking more support to expand the Climate Early
Warning System and the re-opening of their manual stations for full coverage, and
support to establish an Observation and Forecasting Office next to airport in the
capital Tarawa. The government also wanted support to enable more staff to
undertake meteorologist training courses, support to improve early warning
communications to all Kiribati outer islands, which were out of range from internet and
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telephone networks, and support to improve base services on how weather and
climate information can assist health, tourism and fisheries in Kiribati. - #PMC4
#PacificMet

NEED FOR MORE TRAINING ON TSUNAMI EARLY WARNING
SYSTEMS FOR PMC MEMBERS

By Repeka Nasiko of Fiji Times

15 August, 2017, Honiara, Solomon Islands, PMC-4 — Strengthen tsunami early
warning trainings for national weather and climate offices is being urged at the Pacific
Meteorological Council meeting in Solomon Islands yesterday.

The recommendation was raised at the 4th PMC Pacific Island Communication and
Infrastructure panel discussion. It came from the Intergovernmental Coordination
Group for the Pacific Warning and Mitigation System (ICG/PTWS) Pacific Island
Countries and Territories (PICT) working group that held its fifth meeting in Honiara,
Solomon Islands last week.

Working group chairman ‘Ofa Fa’anunu explained there was a need for continued
support for regional meteorological service staff to be trained in seismology and
tsunami early warning systems and operations.

“The 10C (International Oceanography Commission) International Tsunami
Information Centre identified training needs and training institutes that will support
training programs for island countries.

“We requested the PMC Pacific Island Communications and Infrastructure panel to
continue to improve on the infrastructure and communication for seismic data
collection and warning dissemination platforms,” he said.

“We have also requested the IOC International Tsunami Information Centre and other
relevant partners to continue to support the pilot aim of the Tsunami Ready Program
in PICTs.”
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He said Vanuatu, Tonga, Cook Islands and Niue have all expressed interest in
implementing the Tsunami Ready Program that was piloted in Samoa.

Marshall Islands National Weather Services director Reginald White said the
recommendation by the ICG/PWTS PICT working group reflected the needs of
regional weather services that also issued tsunami warnings.

“We set up these panels so that we can have experts in their fields advise us on what
we need to improve on and one of that is training for our staff in the area of tsunami
warning,” he said.

“We are meteorologists and we cannot understand all of the risks and technical
capabilities in regards to seismology and if our panel comes back with
recommendations that can help us with our work then we have to listen to those
recommendations.”

The recommendation by the working group was taken into account by the PMC. —
#PMC4 #PacificMet

WMO TO STRENGTHEN PRESENCE IN ASIA PACIFIC REGION

By Pita Ligaiula of Pacific Island New Association (PINA)

16 August, 2017, Honiara, Solomon Islands, PMC-4 — The World Meteorological
Organisation (WMO) has boosted its presence in the Asia and Pacific region with the
opening of its office in Singapore to better service the needs of member countries.

This was revealed by WMO Secretary General Petteri Taalas when addressing
Pacific Meteorological Council (PMC) in Honiara today.

“We will also strengthen our office in Samoa.

“To enhance our impact we have started building our partnership with other players.
For us the important players are World Bank, ISDR, SPREP, Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission, ICAO, IMO and WHO. These partnerships we are
building | would like also to happen at country level,” Taalas told delegates and
members of PMC.
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He also welcomed the participation of many delegates at PMC and stressed the
importance of collaboration between stakeholders.

“It is also important that the small countries are working together. By working together
we can achieve more than by running the business as independents.

“It's important to work with governments, and we can get these development funding
from external sources but for long term sustainability, interaction with individual
governments is something we need to promote,” he said.

The WMO DG also highlighted the importance of the upcoming COP23 meeting in
November in the work WMO does with partners and donors.

“It's important we play our political card in a right way and WMO was quite visible at
COP22 in Marrakesh and the next challenge is our presence at COP23 in Bonn.

The WMO and several of our partners will be looking forward to the release of the
status of Global climate report in the November meet,” Taalas said.

The WMO, through the Commission for Climatology and in cooperation with its
members, has issued annual statements on the status of the global climate to provide
credible scientific information on climate and its variability. — #PMC4 #PacificMet

COASTAL FLOODING AND SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA ARE KEY
PRIORITIES

By Ruci Vakamino of Wansolwara

16 August, 2017, Honiara, Solomon Islands, PMC-4 — The Pacific Island Marine
and Ocean Services (PIMOS) panel has made progress on its key priorities of coastal
flooding and safety of life at sea.

According to the outgoing PIMOS chair, Dr Tommy Moore, their biggest project at the
moment is the Coastal Inundation Forecasting Demonstration project that is currently
underway in Fiji.
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“This is the second phase of that program and it started early this year and | think this
current phase is focusing on Maui Bay and Nadi town,” he said.

Dr Moore said the panel felt coastal flooding and safety of life at sea were the greatest
priorities for the region.

“We needed something to focus our efforts on because there’s a lot of work that can
be done. We needed something to really keep us on point.”

He added that last week Samoa asked the panel to look at climate change and ocean
acidification.

Samoa Meteorological Division Assistant Chief Executive Officer Mulipola Ausetalia
Titimaea said that for Samoa, this means they can better monitor the situation and
health of their oceans.

“Ocean acidification is an impact of climate change. This is because of the carbon
dioxide,” Titimaea explained.

He added that excess carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is absorbed by the ocean and
causes the an increase in the ocean’s acidity.

“That’s why it is quite important to monitor ocean acidification,” Titimaea reiterated.

Niue and Fiji were elected as co-chairs of the panel in a meeting on Saturday, August
12.

One of the roles and responsibilities of the PIMOS panel is to look for options to
improve coastal inundation forecasting and disseminating information to vulnerable
communities. — #PMC4 #PacificMet

UNESCO TO BOOST SUPPORT FOR SUSTAINABLE WATER
SERVICES IN THE PACIFIC

By Yvette D’Unienville of Tuvalu Broadcasting Services
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16 August, 2017, Honiara, Solomon Islands, PMC-4 — The United Nation Education
Scientific and Cultural organisation (UNESCO) wants to increase its support for
sustainable water services in the Pacific Island countries.

It plans to bring to the region its International Hydrological Programme (IHW), which is
the only intergovernmental programme in the UN system devoted to water research,
water resources management, and education and capacity building.

As part the programme, Dr lan White, Professor of Water Resources from the
Australian National University, is carrying out a study in Pacific Island countries to
identify the best way UNESCO’s expertise can help meet the water needs and
priorities.

When he briefed the 4th Pacific Meteorology Council in Honiara, Solomon Islands, he
said UNESCO is committed to national priorities, the SIDS (Small Island Developing
State) Accelerated Modalities Of Action (SAMOA) Pathway, and the UNESCO SIDS
Action Plan. It is also committed to Sustainable Development Goal 6, which aims to
ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all.

“We heard yesterday how important sustainable developments are. Pacific regional
organisations say sustainable development is the prime objective,” said Dr White.

Sustainable development is also one of the three core areas of UNESCO.

Research is an integral part of hydrological services as was pointed out by Espen
Ronneberg, the Acting Director for the Climate Change Division at the Secretariat for
the Pacific Environment Programme (SPREP).

“Hydrology includes more resource assessment, water quality and more management,
ground water, research and, for this region, rain water.

“Hydrology and hydrology services are important for drought warning. It cuts across
health, infrastructure, design, agriculture, disaster risk reduction, industry and
environment.”

Dr White’s study will be completed next month.

Then a scoping report will be presented at a regional consultation meeting in Nadi, Fiji
in October. There, UNESCO will raise awareness of about its water programmes to
regional organisations and stakeholders.

Following that meeting, UNESCO will carry out consultations with countries on water
quality, water security and hydrology.

The exercise will be completed in December 2017 and will include recommendations
for pilot activities and priorities for resource mobilisation.
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UNESCO has an office in Samoa that oversees the programmes it runs in Pacific
island countries. — #PMC4 #PacificMet

WEATHER SERVICES A NEVER-ENDING STORY

PACLFIC
& il

By Yvette T D’Unienville of Tuvalu Broadcasting Services

17 August, 2017, Honiara, Solomon Islands, PMC-4 — The Finnish-Pacific (FINPAC)
project is wrapping up the Pacific countries with a stark reminder to other projects and
organisations that weather and climate is a never-ending story and the work has to go
on.

FINPAC will wind up next month and has called on other regional organisations and
partners to continue the good work it has started in the region to reduce the
vulnerability of Pacific island country villagers’ livelihoods to the effects of climate
change.

At the 4th Pacific Meteorological Council (PMC-4) meeting in Honiara, Solomon
Islands, Climate and Meteorology Officer of the Secretariat of the Environmental
Programme (SPREP), Salesa Nihmei, said communication through stories is one of
the key highlight of the four-year (2012-2015) regional project.

“One of the key achievements of the FINPAC Project in the region was engaging

the media for the first time to tell the stories of the Pacific Meteorological Council to
the people in their countries.

“The media coverage of the PMC supported by FINPAC at the PMC-3 in 2015 in

Tonga now got support from Climate and Oceans Support Program (COSPPac) and
the United Nation Development Program — Disaster Resilience for Pacific (RESPAC)
project to attend again at this meeting.”

Council members expressed their appreciation to FINPAC for a job well done.

A tanoa (kava bowl) was presented by SPREP Director General Kosi Latu at the
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meeting today to as a token of appreciation from the region to Dr Matti Nummelin,
Senior Environmental Adviser for Sector Policy at Department for Development Policy
in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in Finland.

He also thanked the previous manager of the FINPAC Project Christina Leala Gale.

The first Pacific Ministerial Meeting on Meteorology was another outcome of the
FINPAC project aimed at raising the visibility of the NMHSs and gain support from
political leaders. This was successfully hosted in Tonga in July 2015 and now
established to also meet regularly with the PMC meetings.

FINPAC worked with 14 countries including Tuvalu. There they conducted a baseline
survey for the Teone area on weather and climate information and traditional
knowledge and as a result developed a community climate and disaster resilience
plan.

They also developed a monthly climate bulletin that is translated into Tuvaluan, and
strengthened partnerships between the national meteorological service, Red Cross,
Tuvalu media, local fishermen and the Disaster Management Office.

Across the region, the project has also introduced integrated forecasting and warning
tools that are now used operationally in some National Meteorological Services
(NHMSS).

Mr Nihmei said the FINPAC approach in engaging communities on community-based
early warning system has now been adopted by the International Federation of Red
Cross in the projects it carried out in the region with National Red Cross Societies.

“Some you may ask why Red Cross?” Mr Nihmei said to the meteorology directors.

He then gave the floor to Olivia Warrick, of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Climate
Center, who said Red Cross was presence in all the Pacific countries.

“National Red Cross societies are supported by a global network such as the

International Federation of Red Cross (IFRC), which provides secretarial services to
national societies, and the Red Cross society climate center is also present in the
Pacific countries.

“The National Red Cross societies are legally mandated to support the

governments of the country in disaster management and has the expertise in
community volunteering network in all national branches,” added Ms Warrick.

In some countries, FINPAC has engaged weather forecasters for the first time with
communities to discuss how their products can be improved and used for decision
making.

FINPAC also supported the use of traditional knowledge of weather and climate
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forecasting for people in communities.

“A compendium of the many stories collected from the Pacific countries are being

published and distributed to the Pacific countries and partner organisations to
demonstrate how weather and climate information can be used to support different
sectors,” added Nihmei.

Other NGOs and partners are now also actively engaging the national meteorological
services to assist with community-based activities.

FINPAC also contributed to the operations of the national meteorological services
observations systems.

“In support, to strengthen the observations systems, we did an assessment in all

the Pacific regions and based on the assessment, we acquired observation
equipments.

FINPAC has strengthened the role of the Pacific Met Desk Partnership at SPREP in
providing the services and support to its member countries and provided a lot of
lessons learned for future projects. — #PMC4 #Pacificmet

Pacific Ministers urged to decide wisely for the region

“Sustainable Weather,
&Water Services'for a Rd

ific Met- ~~lngical Council (PM =

Australian Ambassador of the Environment Patrick Suckling addresses PMMM-4

By Yvette D’Unienville of Tuvalu Broadcasting Services & Ruci Vakamino of
Wansolwara

18 August, 2017, Honiara, Solomon Islands, PMC-4 — Ministers were today
requested to make wise decisions on actions concerning the Pacific region by the
acting Prime Minister of Solomon Islands, Manasseh Maelanga, when opening the
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second Pacific Meteorological Ministerial Meeting on Meteorology (PMMM-2) in
Honiara today.

“Your meeting is to discuss and agree on decisive actions that the NMHSs (National
Meteorological and Hydrological Services) and disaster management offices need to
undertake to ensure better, new, improved and innovative services, rendered to the
people of this region,” Maelanga said.

In reference to the theme of the meeting, ‘Sustainable Weather, Climate, Ocean and
Water Services for a Resilient Pacific,’ Maelanga also made several suggestions to
the ministers.

In his address, Australia’s Ambassador of the Environment Patrick Suckling shared
the importance of information-based actions in the work on climate variability and
climate change.

“The strength of collaboration and the technical expertise coming into this region
focusing on evidence-based policy is what we are focusing on,” said Ambassador
Suckling

“Preparedness of community based of information about weather and climate is
absolutely essential to people and during emergencies.”

The visiting Australian envoy also assured the meteorological community in the
Pacific of his country’s continued support.

“From our Bureau of Meteorology perspective, this is something very significant and
that we are looking to build on over the next 10 years. This meeting is a milestone
step forward.

“Because there are so many ministers and experts here, we are rock solid supporters
of your work and we will always stand shoulder to shoulder with Pacific Island
counterparts across the spectrum of challenges that climate change has brought on
us.”

Present at the Ministers Meeting in Honiara today were the deputy Prime Ministers of
Samoa and Tonga and ministers from Fiji, Nauru, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, and
Vanuatu Australia was represented by its Ambassador of the Environment, the New
Zealand High Commissioner to Solomon Islands represented his country as well as
high level representatives from American Samoa, Cook Islands, Federated States of
Micronesia, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, New Caledonia, Papua New Guinea and Tuvalu.
— #PMC4 #PacificMet
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Met service plays crucial role in aviation safety

"Sustamable Weather, Cllmate,

By Linny Folau of Matangi Tonga Online

18 August, 2017, Honiara, Solomon Islands, PMC-4 — The importance of
meteorological services to support safe and efficient of aviation and the safety of
people who are travelling by air was reaffirmed during the Second Pacific Ministerial
Meeting on Meteorology on 18 August in Honiara.

Director of Meteorology of Tonga Meteorological Service and chair of the Pacific
Islands Aviation Weather Services (PIAWS) panel of experts ‘Ofa Fa'anunu said in
their efforts to try and ensure the importance of meteorology to aviation efficiency, one
main outcome the panel proposed was for a regional project to try and address
deficiencies.

He said the PIAWS panel, Pacific Meteorological Council (PMC) and SPREP
(Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme) need to work together
to formulate a regional project to see how to raise funds to address the needs of the
region as a whole.

“One of the other priority was cost recovery. The panel was also tasked to work with
ICAO (International Civil Aviation Organisation) to urgently look at cost recovery
strategy, with a model that can be used in the region bringing together the civil
aviation authority and met service to look at this in a fair and transparent manner.”

Fa’anunu said the some of the main hazards to aviation causing air accident included
heavy rain, wind shear during takeoff and landing for aircraft, among others.

Important met services provided include the accurate reading of air pressure is very
important for pilots.

Very cold temperatures can also cause aircraft to burn up more fuel.

In addition, providing tropical cyclone information, local aviation reports at airport are
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important for flights,

Minister for Natural Resources in Niue Dlaton Tagelagi did raise the absence of the
role of the Pacific Aviation Safety Organisation (PASO) ’s in PIAWS presentation.

SPREP Director General Kosi Latu noted the minister’'s observation and offered that
SPREP was willing to facilitate a meeting between the two bodies.

“We are willing to fly the chair of PIAWS to Vanuatu to talk with PASO if PASO is
willing.”

Tonga’s Deputy Prime Minister Hon Siaosi Sovaleni also reaffirmed Tonga's
commitment to ensuring safer skies through better met services. — #PMC4
#PacificMet

Regional trust fund on meteorology proposed

“Sustainab

Solomon Islands Deputy Prime Minister Hon Manasseh Maelanga (Photo credit:
Jenny Davson-Galle)

By Pita Ligaiula of Pacific Island News Association (PINA)

18 August, 2017, Honiara, Solomon Islands, PMC-4 — Solomon Islands Deputy
Prime Minister Manasseh Maelanga has suggested a Pacific ‘self-sustaining trust
fund’ to support the work of National Meteorology and Hydrology Services (NMHSSs) in
the region.

Maelanga made the statement today while opening the Second Pacific Ministerial
Ministers Meeting (PMMM-2) on Meteorology, in Honiara.

“These are only suggestions that | think will assist our governments in their quest to
ensure that sustainable weather, climate, ocean and water services are provided to
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build the resilience of the Pacific region.”

He said the minister meeting needed to discuss and agree on decisive actions that the
NMHSs and disaster management offices have to undertake to ensure better, new,
improved and innovative services are rendered to the people of the Pacific region.

“On the issue of ‘cost recovery,’ | urge all of you to think carefully and innovatively on
how NMHSs can recover costs of the services it provides. What other services or
products can be provided on a commercial basis?

“On ocean observation, we are all surrounded by the ocean but this region has made
limited investments in ocean observation. We need to do this not only for weather and
climate purposes, but also to improve our understanding of the overall health of our
ocean and resources in it.

He said globally, majority of the natural disasters are hydro-meteorological in nature.

“In the Pacific region, a lot of natural disasters that we had experienced are also
related to water and climate. Because of our isolation, limited capacity and the vast
ocean we are situated in, we are indeed very vulnerable to the impacts of climate
change and climate variability including weather extremes.

“The incidences that | mentioned calls for the attention of our respective NMHSs as
well as the disaster management offices to ensure new, vital and improved services
are provided to our governments, our people and our communities. They need to
understand the nature of these threats and make informed decisions to avoid or
reduce their impacts.

“With our increasing population, proliferation of information technology coupled with
the geographic spread of our islands, the demand for timely and accurate
meteorological and hydrological information also increases. Nevertheless, | believe
with the goodwill support we have received from our development partners and other
collaborating organisations, new and improved services will be established.

World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) Director General Petteri Taalas
Secretary-General said NMHSs can contribute to sustainable development and
disaster risk reductions.

“Strengthening the capacities of the Pacific National Meteorological Services remains
a major priority including modernising their infrastructure, equipping them with staff
with highest technical skills, providing them with sufficient resources, raising their
political visibility.

“The contribution of the international community to the sustainable development of the
Pacific countries through the improvement of Met Services is being increasingly
recognised, and it must be paired by the necessary support and investments at the
national level,” Taalas said.
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The WMO head also re-emphasised that the Pacific National Meteorological Services
are critical actors in supporting the sustainable development of their countries.

“There is increasing awareness among policymakers and the general public of the
socioeconomic benefits delivered by weather and climate services.

“Through this and future meetings, the Ministers responsible for meteorology in the
Pacific, together with SPREP and WMO, have a major role in raising the visibility of
the Pacific National Meteorological Services in the national and regional development
agendas,” said Taalas. — #PMC4 #PacificMet
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