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The Distribution of Numeral-Oriented Modifiers in Mandarin Chinese
Niina Ning Zhang
National Chung Cheng University

A Numeral-Oriented Modifier (NOM, e.g., —3&, /& /&) is an adjunct of QuantP, which hosts
a numeral. This research shows that the synchronic distribution of NOMs in Mandarin
Chinese follows the Relativized Minimality (Rizzi 1990, 2004).
1. The interaction between NOMs and other modifiers
NOMs occur with nominals in which the nP-modifier is next to the noun (IMNs, Zhang 2015),
but not with those in which the nP-modifier is at the left-edge (OMNSs) (Huang 1982).
1 a W—HER T[=58 0048 b P LF LT[R OR =24E].
C. *— LR =2k d. RO =00
OMN: s are derived by the raising of an nP-modifier to the left-edge of DP (Zhang 2015). In
(1d), the NOM blocks the raising of the nP-modifier. They both are modifiers, but the former
is higher than the latter in their base-positions. Similar interactions are noted elsewhere
(Koster 1978; Rizzi 2004). In (1c, b), the NOM has already blocked the raising of the nP-
modifier, and its further movement does not rescue the construction. For IMNSs, as in (1a),
there is no modifier movement from nP. Thus, there is no blocking effect by a NOM.
2. A movement approach to the non-adjacent NOM-licensing
A NOM is an adjunct of QuantP in its base-position, it thus c-commands a numeral:
@ a =AEA i — i BENZ IR k. b. *={ELN i —3 i BEIZ A EEER.
If a numeral expression is post-verbal, a NOM may be either immediately followed by
the numeral, or immediately followed by the verb.
@ a oA (—E T (—H)=FER. b FA(— KT (—H) =EFA.
If a NOM is not adjacent to a numeral, it has moved to the surface position. The
domain of the movement is a finite CP, and the landing site of this movement is below the
surface position of the subject of a finite clause. Four facts support this claim.
@ The high position of such a NOM must be lower than the subject:
(4) —IRCFET =R
© The dependency may not cross a finite clause boundary. In (5a), dasuan ‘plan’ is a control
verb (Zhang 2016), and thus its complement clause is non-finite. Shuo ‘say’ selects a finite
clause (Huang 1982), and thus the NOM may not move out of the complement clause.
G a W55 E—3t S —hmamsl. b ARG ILEHEEE T =R
® The dependency may not Sklp another numeral expression, a Relativized Minimality effect.
(6)  ERI—3 i EORT(EEA: iRV UsRE T « B E.
In (7), if the NOM moves from the QuantP that hosts wu ‘five’, the first reading is available;
if the NOM moves from the QuantP that hosts san-shi ‘thirty’, the second reading is available.
Neither of the two numeral expressions c-commands the other.
(1) F—HETEHTE T 30 AF.
‘I bought 30 books from a total of 5 places.” NOM adjoins to the PP-edge
‘I bought 30 books in total from 5 places.” NOM adjoins to the vP-edge
@ The dependency has an island effect. In (8), the NOM may not move out of the PP adjunct.
(8)  PaIEECAEIFTELS 7 (k) T B E2 A | FRE b))
If a pre-verbal NOM were base-generated there, it would be hard to explain the facts.
Huang 1982. Logical relations in Chinese and the theory of grammar. Koster
1978. Locality Principles in Syntax. Rizzi 1990. Relativized Minimality. Rizzi 2004. Locality
and left periphery. In Belletti (ed.), 223-251. Zhang 2015. Nominal-internal phrasal
movement in Mandarin Chinese. TLR 32:375-425. Zhang 2016. Identifying Chinese
dependent clauses in the forms of subjects. JEAL 25:275-311.
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