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R H Survival from the Adversity: A Case Study of a
Rural Elementary School

R ZHEN

RS The wave of low birth rate has resulted

in the loss of a large number of school-aged
students; the increasing awareness of parental
right to choose schools has created an excess
of student enrollment in parents’ preferred
schools. Worse still, the problem of insufficient
school students threatens the survival of small
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size schools in rural areas. Despite the
adversity, some rural small schools have
attracted students and maintained the operation
very well. This study used a questionnaire to
collect parents’ viewpoint at a rural elementary
school in Taichung City, Taiwan as and aimed
at examining what ways parents heard about
this rural small school and why they chose
such a school for their children’s education.
Fifty two parents participated in the study.
Results indicated that parents leaned about the
school by school visits and orientations and
they mostly appreciated the principal’s
philosophy in catering for every child’s needs
through effective parent-teacher collaboration
in a warm and supportive school climate.
Implications to school administrators and
suggestions were discussed.
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