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Mgr.Ondrej Geppert
TEACHER’S FEEDBACK

| would like to mention some experience and benefits gained at Summer program
in the Czech Republic both from students’ and teacher’s perspective.

It was mostly for the first time for the students going to the Czech Republic or even abroad.
From this point it was a very unique occasion because students finally got many new
opportunities: visit the country of their interest; study and use the language in classrooms
same as out in real-life situations; meet some other students sharing the same passion
for the Czech language and culture; spend few weeks on their own and ‘survive’ in a foreign
country on a basis of cross cultural experience. They improved not only their language,
academic and communicative skills, but also the important sociocultural competences like
the way of standard behaviour in Slavic and European cultural space.

From the perspective of their teacher, supervisor, and a guide, | could really observe
the remarkable shift from their initial shyness, concerns and enclosure in the own group
towards the more communicative approach, curiosity, and motivation to meet new people
and get known more places of interest. | found out that in conditions of well-organised
summer school by Palacky University in Olomouc, same as during the extra program
scheduled by my own, there is no reason to be afraid of Taiwanese students. What definitely
helped was enough of space for their own initiative better than plans for every single minute
of their stay in the CR.

The format of the summer school was beneficial for both students and teachers. We could
focus first on a subject we are confident about — Czech language and culture. | broadened
my teaching competences in the academic environment of motivated students who chose
this program and thus got the chance to study intensively for two weeks in the beautiful
baroque building in the heart of UNESCO town Olomouc. In addition, they took part
in a wide range of extra activities in the afternoons, evenings, or weekends, and before
and after the beginning of the intensive course (in Prague, Pilsen, Liberec and other places).

For the following summer programs | would suggest to integrate the summer school
program and priorities more closely into the regular curriculum of Slavic Studies here
at NCCU. There might be few more meetings before the group leaves Taiwan on the topic
of motivation, expectations, or suggestions. Each student should contribute e.g. by preparing
the activities for other members of the group, take part at workshops or debates, or writing
the paper on the topics related to the aims of the summer program. It could help
to eliminate the introductory passivity and a “cultural shock” same as better tie the summer
program with the following semester’s courses and activities.

Another point is surely the proper feedback gained from analysis of various parts, activities,
lectures and even quizzes and questionnaires that students participated and filled in. There
are always many things to improve, even that it seems that every year is getting better.

Ondrej Geppert, Lecturer, Dept. of Slavic Languages and Literatures, NCCU

September 28, 2016
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