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Sunday, 14 August 2016

Taiwan wants more foreign students

BY REBECCA RAJAENDRAM

A STRONG push towards becoming more “international” is drawing more
Malaysian students to enrol in Taiwanese universities.

Taiwan Education Ministry political deputy minister Chen Liang-gee says Taiwan is
now becoming a popular education destination for Malaysian students.

“There are currently 14,946 Malaysian students in Taiwan and the number’s been
going up yearly,” he says, adding that it stood at around 9,500 in 2012.

Chen says the substantial increase in the number of students is because of the
Taiwan Education Minister’s strong support for its universities to “go global”.

“The Education Ministry has made it clear that it wants universities to reach out to
foreign students,” he adds.

He attributes the increase in the number of students to the heightened awareness
and on the wide range of courses offered by Taiwan.

The annual Taiwan Higher Education Fair in Malaysia has been instrumental in
bringing in about 110,000 students, some of whom come from western nations.

Among the popular courses are computer management, engineering, humanities
and arts, medicine, as well as pharmacy.

Chen says potential students need not worry that their degrees will not be
recognised in Malaysia as there are wide-ranging partnerships between Taiwan's
national universities and Malaysia’s public universities.

No language barrier

He also says that although most programmes in Taiwan are conducted in Chinese,
the lecturers are more than willing to carry out their sessions in English if there are
foreign students present.

“For undergraduate programmes, most students opt to take their subjects in
Chinese,” he says, adding that postgraduate courses are normally conducted in
English.

“As part of their efforts to globalise the higher education system, the ministry has
also been actively encouraging universities to conduct more courses in English for
the convenience of foreign students,” says Chen, adding that English is widely
spoken in Taiwan, so there's no need to fear if one hasn’t mastered Chinese.
However, he still encourages all foreign students to speak Mandarin so that they
do not struggle in or out of the classroom.

Chen hopes that more courses on Malaysian culture and studies will be
introduced in Taiwan.

Chen also wants more Taiwanese students to come to Malaysia under student
exchange programmes for them to become global citizens.

Xk 18 7 14 p The Star, Malaysia, Education.
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