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News & Events

AGENTS FOR CHANGE IN KAILUA-KONA

The Hawaii Association of County Agricultural Agents
(HACAA) is putting out a call for abstracts and

participation in the Western Regional Extension

Conference in Kailua-Kona from October 27 to 28 at the

Courtyard King Kamehameha's Kona Beach Hotel. All

CTAHR Extension specialists, researchers, and agents
are invited to participate. You can submit an abstract for
an oral and/or poster presentation—this is a perfect opportunity to present your Extension
programs or research/Extension integrated projects at a regional meeting and to meet potential
collaborators from the Western Region, all at the cost of a local meeting. The guidelines and
submission form for abstracts are available online. Please note that abstracts are due on August
5. Also, the discounted hotel block rates end on September 26, so make sure to reserve your
hotel room in time to take advantage of it! For more information about accommodations, click
here. For more information, you can visit the conference website, or contact Andrea Kawabata

at andreak@hawaii.edu with any questions or concerns.

Grants & Awards

VIETNAM NEEDS CACAO

Jonathan Deenik (TPSS) is hosting Dr. Chuong Nguyen
(pictured), a USDA-FAS Norman Borlaug Fellow from
Vietnam, beginning June 24. A collaborative effort

between the World Cocoa Foundation and UH resulted in
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Jonathan’s winning a USDA-FAS grant to invite Dr. Nguyen, of Nong Lam University in Ho Chi
Minh City, to CTAHR. During his eight-week fellowship, Dr. Nguyen will be trained to design,
evaluate, manage, and model shade cacao agro-ecosystems in Jonathan’s lab. Dr. Nguyen is
already conducting experiments at the Magoon Research Station on the effects of biochar
application on soil properties and on water and nutrient uptake by cocoa seedlings in Acrisols
soil. Dr. Nguyen is thrilled with his visit and plans to develop a joint research project between

Nong Lam University and CTAHR upon completion of this fellowship.

ANIMALS FOR HUMAN HEALTH

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced an

interagency funding initiative calling forgrant

applications pertaining to using agriculturally important
domestic animal species to improve human health
through the advancement of basic and translational

research deemed highly relevant to both agricultural and

biomedical research. The initiative aims to facilitate and

encourage comparative medicine research studies by selecting and refining farm animal models
that mimic human developmental, physiological, and etiological processes in order to better
understand the biology of fertility and infertility, normal and abnormal metabolism, and
developmental origin of diseases, and to improve prevention and treatment of infectious

diseases in both human and agriculturally important domestic animals.

Spotlight on Our Community

HAVING A BALL LEARNING ABOUT AG!

CTAHR organized a one-week long “farming internship”
program in June for students from National Chung Hsing
University, Taiwan. During this internship, students
worked from about 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. daily and
visited the Waimanalo and Magoon Research Stations,

Lyon Arboretum, Aquaponics lliili Farms in Nanakuli, and

Sumida Farm in Pearl City. Students were fortunate to

learn from Jim Brewbaker (TPSS, Emeritus), director of Lyon Arboretum Carl Evensen (NREM),
and CTAHR collaborator Cheng-Sheng Lee of the Oceanic Institute about corn, natural resources
management, and aquaculture. Teresita Amore and Orville Baldos (both TPSS) and Mary Martini

(FCS) added their own expertise to the program, as well. And field specialist Jensen Uyeda gave
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the students applied experience and knowledge about tropical farming systems, organic
farming, and tropical fruits and crops such as taro, corn, sugarcane, papaya, bananas,
avocados, cacao, hydroponic lettuce, and green onions. Another highlight of the internship
program was learning a new game, “Hawaiian Rules Bocce,” designed and developed by Joseph

DeFrank (TPSS)!

ENDING WASTE

Shortly after Matt Loke (NREM, HDOA) and PingSun
Leung (NREM) published their troubling and timely report
on the amount of food wasted in the Hawaiian

Islands, Sen. Brian Schatz co-sponsored a bill, the

Food Recovery Act, that outlines multiple pathways to

be taken to reduce food waste nationally, such as

clarifying expiration labels, using

less-than-perfect-looking fruits and vegetables, and funding composting initiatives. Sen. Schatz
is quoted as promising, “Our bill takes commonsense steps to help end food waste, feed
families, and ensure our environment and food supply remain sustainable.” Coincidence? We

don’t think so...

KIDS COUNT ON IVETTE

Ivette Rodriguez Stern, project manager for the Annie E.

Casey Foundation’s Kids Count initiative,

wasinterviewed in the Honolulu

Star-Advertiserabout the recent Hawai‘i Kids Count

v R

report put out by COF and about how her own family life

and upbringing influenced her interest in social issues,

particularly surrounding children and families. In the

interview, lvette identifies investment in early childhood education and intervention as among
the most important ways to help kids to thrive, and she points out that an initiative backed by
the Center to help families pay for preschool costs was recently passed during the last legislative
session. She explains that Hawai‘i has potential to be among the states with the highest levels
of child well-being, as it has been in the past; it’s just a matter of educating people and making

sure it’s a priority.

HHHHAPPY TO BE IN 4-H
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Just in time for the Farm Fair, a laudatory article in

the Star-Advertiser commended the 4-H livestock
program for teaching its young participants patience,
responsibility, and other important qualities while they
care for and bond with animals ranging from chickens

and rabbits to steers. There’s been an increase in

projects with the smaller animals in recent years, the

article notes, since they are cheaper to purchase and can be kept in smaller areas, even in urban
Honolulu. The article also praises the many other programs that 4-H offers in Hawai‘i, including
STEM learning, healthy living initiatives, and junior Master Gardeners. It’s no wonder some of

the 4-H participants are the third generation in their families to be involved!

SAMOA FOOD SUFFICIENCY IN SAMOA

Extension agent Jensen Uyeda recently went to Samoa to
conduct a training program for Ag Professionals and

was featured in their local news. He led a series of

workshops at the Agriculture, Community and Natural
Resources (ACNR) division of the American Samoa

Community College (ASCC). Topics in the WSARE-funded

program included irrigation management; hydroponic

farming systems; integrated pest management; good agricultural practices; the Food Safety
Modernization Act; and crop selection for conducting variety trials. Participants were agricultural
professionals, nonprofit organizations involved in agriculture, and farmers. As Jensen pointed
out, “Samoa is in the same boat as Hawai‘i in that we are both isolated and have very limited
natural resources, which makes food production very challenging to do locally,” but he sees a lot
of potential for Samoa to increase the quantity and quality of its food production. In particular,
he suggested that growers look into producing citrus, especially limes. Jensen hopes to return to
Samoa for future educational programs, and those he helped there are looking forward to seeing

him again!

YES, CES!

During the past 6 months, Oahu CES has been
productive! They have conducted two field days focused
on sustainable agriculture practices, atPoamoho and
Waimanalo research stations; offered a dozen workshops
on topics such as IPM and pesticide and food safety;

secured additional grant funding to support Oahu CES
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endeavors; and sponsored a mini conference at Turtle Bay Resort, in collaboration with many of

Hawai‘i’s agriculture-related organizations. For those who missed these various offerings, some

have been put on the Internet, like the ESMA & Good Ag Practices (GAP) Workshops and

the Pest Exclusion Pilot Study. Also check out the latest edition ofHanai‘Ai, with its new editor

Sarah Moore, to access the formal presentations (to receive it, email suganoj@ctahr.hawaii.edu
or theodore@hawaii.edu). Offering even more help to the island’s growers and producers are
the three new agents now serving O‘ahu County: Jensen Uyeda, a tenure-track assistant
Extension agent for edible crops; Fred Reppun, a Junior agent for food safety; and Kalani

Matsumura, a junior agent for urban horticulture and the Master Gardener program. Welcome!

Help our community to keep in touch! Please send news items -- awards, grants, special

projects, special people -- and pictures to Frederika Bain at ctahrnotes@ctahr.hawaii.edu. Also

refer to the submission information and guidelines.

CTAHR faculty and staff can always check for the latest new funding opportunities.

Do you have an upcoming event that you'd like to promote? CTAHR faculty and staff can post

events to the CTAHR website's calendar.

All CTAHR Notes readers can browse the calendar to learn more about the college's activities.
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