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=] 11126 H st
08:50 HEILHE
13:30 FESREEMT C1-0721 iR REEEAREF - HERETEE
PR o Py fhfe - REHGREN - ZHHARM
K% - BIEDTE R
15:30 JiikEE Check In o PR T O RS
Seri Pacific Hotel
Jalan Putra 50350, KL, Malaysia.
Tel: 603-40425555
17:00 HHREE 5%
18:00 FE AR nn AR H R RS R RS Lot 71, Jalan Kudalari, Country Heights
Kajang 43000 Selangor
19:00 B ERE T OBMEE TEH | FL
i 52
22:30 RBREEIR S, o PSR R B

Seri Pacific Hotel

2016 £ 8 H 5 H (EHH)

09:00 TREE R EESE S HRER R TFHE L
EhE SR I &SR A A Putra World Trade Centre (PWTC)
10:30 HEN T Z2EEERERE ) e 5 _E
12:15 HERHETE El
14:00 Lo
15:00 Sl E2KEEAKEE (University of Prof. Dr. Shaliza binti Ibrahim
Malaya) FE T2 T SaksiiiZe 0 ;| Associate Vice-Chancellor {XFEHE{F
(High Impact Research ) B 2R RN R LA E[H
17 RURBFE R A= IR > Frbied e
HERFSE o0 N B B R 5
18:30 AR a AR LR BT IR S | EEEEEER

ISRl

Grand Palace Restaurant

Level 6, Pavilion

168, Jalan Bukit Bintang, KL, Malaysia.
Tel: 603-2143-1128
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Seri Pacific Hotel

2016 48 H 6 H (EHI)

09:30 CERPE S PN E R S B R TE | S ER B E
i
10:30 P29 R R o PR T B OSPERR S fikER 30F &k
=
12:00 RELHE G 2 BEFE BiFEE Federal Hotel
35 Jalan Bukit Bintang, 55100, KL
15:00 R [E[fREERE PSR R s
Seri Pacific Hotel
16:00 B2 RN H B o PSR AT BB REE 30F &5
=
18:50 JREERBESE S
19:30 B E AR S EE IR PR L S
Putra World Trade Centre (PWTC)
PWTC Merdeka Hall
41, Jalan Tun Ismail,
50480 Kuala Lumpur
TEL: 60-3-2614-6999,
FAX: 60-3-4043-3777
23:00 BHREEIRE B PR B R R

Seri Pacific Hotel

2016 £ 8 H 7 H (E#IH)

9:00-11:00 | B3R EWRAER Bk R T BRSNS

l. BHEEREY BEEEE Seri Pacific Hotel

2. HINEEE

3. FREIREREATE
14:40 FETREEMT CI-0722 DHIR = BEHERME RS - BUWEDE A
19:20 RN ERS
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2 news

By REBECCA RAJAENDRAM
educate@thestar.com.my

A STRONG push towards becoming
more “international” is drawing more
Malaysian students to enrol in
Taiwanese universities,

Taiwan Education Ministry political
deputy minister Chen Liang-gee says
Taiwan is now becoming a popular
education destination for Malaysian
students.

“There are currently 14,946
Malaysian students in Taiwan and the
number’s been going up yearly,” he
says, adding that it stood at around
9,500 in 2012, z

Chen says the substantial increase in
the number of students is because of
the Taiwan Education Minister’s strong
support for its universities to “go glob-
al”. i

“The Education Ministry has made it
clear that it wants universities to reach
out to foreign students,” he adds.

He attributes the increase in the
number of students to the heightened
awareness and on the wide range of
courses offered by Taiwan.

The annual Taiwan Higher
Education Fair in Malaysia has been
instrumental in bringing in about
110,000 students, some of whom come
from western naticns.

Among the popular courses are com-
puter management, engineering,
humanities and arts, medicine, as well
as pharmacy.

Chen says potential students need
not'worry that their degrees will not
be recognised in Malaysia as there are
wide-ranging partnerships between
Taiwan’s national universities and
Malaysia's public universities.

No language barrier

He also says that although most pro-

grammes in Taiwan are conducted in
~ Chinese, the lecturers are more than

willing to carry out their sessions in
English if there are foreign students
present.

“For undergraduate programmes,
most students opt to take their subjects

Taiwan wants more
foreign students

Chen: Taiwan's Education Ministry is keen
to reach out through its programmes for a
broader outiook.

in Chinese,” he says, adding that post-
graduate courses are normally con-
ducted in English.

“As part of their efforts to globalise
the higher education system, the min-
istry has also been actively encourag-
ing universities to conduct more cours-
es in English for the convenience of
foreign students,” says Chen, adding
that English is widely spoken in
Taiwan, so there’s no need to fear if
one hasn't mastered Chinese.
However, he still encourages all for-
eign students to speak Mandarin so
that they do not struggle in or out of
the classroom.

Chen hopes that more courses on
Malaysian culture and studies will be
introduced in Taiwan.

Chen also wants more Taiwanese

students to comie to Malaysia under
student exchange programmes for
them to become global citizens.

He adds that the exchange pro-
grammes are not just limited to stu-
dents but faculty staff as well.

“In the next couple of months, there
will be more staff exchanges with
Universiti Malaya (for research),” he
adds.

“With the whole focus on innovation
right now, there needs to be more
interdisciplinary knowledge and
understanding as each country has its
areas of speciality.

“Interaction between Talwanese stu-
dents and others will apen minds and
bring about positive outcomes.”

He also says the exposure to differ-
ent countries with different environ-
ments will be mutually beneficial for
students from both sides of the bor-
ders.

He adds that at this year’s Higher
Education Fair, the universities were
asked to convince more non-Chinese
Malaysians to enrol.

For those who are looking for stu-
dent exchange opportunities, Chen
says there are plenty of them in
Taiwan, with most ranging between a
semester to a year.

He adds that Taiwan universities
usually take in three to five exchange
students per academic session.

Foreign students also need not
worry about fulfilling their religious
obligations when in Taiwan.

“There are a lot of universities that
have set up prayer rooms (surau) and
designated kitchens (for halal caoking)
so that they can use them without any
fear or apprehension " says Rebecca H

33

C Lan, deputy director-general of
Taiwan’s Education Department of
International and Cross-Strait
Education.

Students wishing to go to Taiwan
can also apply for the Taiwan
Fellowship for both undergraduate
and PhD programmes.

The fellowship, which is open to all
foreign students, covers living expens-
es and tuition fees, and is worth about
New Taiwan Dollar 300,000 (RM38,400)
per year.

The fellowships are given to 300 for-
eign students annually with 24
Malaysian students recently receiving
the fellowship.

Chen adds that in the past, the
Malaysian recipients were all Chinese,
but this year there were four Malays
al?ld one Indian receiving the fellow-
ship.

Besides the fellowship to help fund
studies in Taiwan, five Taiwanese uni-
versities have signed agreements with
United School Comunittees Association
of Malaysia (Dong Zong) to send
Malaysian students there to receive
training to become teachers.

Chen says this is meant to solve the
teacher shortage problem faced by
local Chinese independent schools.

The trainees will be bonded to the
local schools for at least four years
after they graduate.

Many well-kmown Malaysian figures
have graduated from Taiwan.

Among them are MCA vice-president
Datin Paduka Chew Mei Fun, and
Phison Electronics Corp chairman and
chief executive officer Datuk Pua
Khein-Seng - also known as the “crea-
tor of the pendrive”.
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, would be trained
| offered at local Chine
The programme was now in its second year

ore Taiwan

schola rships
for teaching

Grads must serve in M'sian schools

By REBECCA RAJAENDRAM
educate@thestar.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: More trainee teachers will
be given scholarships for teaching courses in
Taiwan in a bid to end the teacher shortage in
local Chinese independent schools.

The trainees will be bonded to the schools
for atleast four years after they graduate, said
Taiwan Education Ministry political deputy
minister Chen Liang-gee.

“The agreement was signed by Taiwan uni-

- versities with Dong Zeng,” he said.

Dong Zong is the United School Committees
Association of Malaysia. :

Chen was in Kuala Lumpur to attend the
two-day Taiwan Higher Education Fair 2016
which ended yesterday.

He said another two universities had heen
added to the programme.

They are the National Kachsiung Normal
University and National Changhua University
of Education.

According to Chen, the future teachers

ach all the subjects
: independent schools.

and there were about 10 scholarship holders
pursuing education degrees at three

34

Taiwanese universities, he said.

The three are National Chung Hsing
University, National Chi Nan University and
National Yunlin University of Science and
Technology.

Chen said there was a strong possibility
that more universities would come on board
next year.-

A teaching degree takes four years to com-
plete in Taiwan and Malaysian students have
the option of undergoing a teaching practical
at Taiwanese schools during their studies.

Dong Zong chief executive officer Hong
Woan Ying said the association hoped that
90% of the teaching staff in Chinese inde-
pendent scheols would have a professional
teaching qualification through these scholar-
ships. ;

She said Dong Zong aimed to reach this
goal in 10 years.

She said there were 4,600 teachers in 60
Chinese independent schools nationwide
now.

The scholarships are open to Chinese inde-
pendent school alumni with a Unified
Examinations Certificate.
Read the full report in StarEducate next
Sunday.
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