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Paper 1:

Martyrs, Prospectors or Entrepreneurs? Tracing the Spatial and Historical Trends of Religious

Imprisonment in China.

Abstract:

With its recent massive crackdown on Christian symbols in Zhejiang, China brings back the debate
about the causes of the repression of religious minorities in this society. What drives the ebb and
flow of religious persecution? When the national policy appears consistent over time, why do
repressive surges occur? Using the Spatial Studies of Religion and Society (SSRS) data developed by
Purdue University and the University of Michigan, this paper tackles these questions by
differentiating between the economic, societal, and civil factors at the local level, and examines the
spatial and temporal distribution of religious persecution from 1989 to 2014. The findings
contribute specifically to the discussion of religious freedom in China and, more generally, to the

fields of religious studies, human rights and comparative politics.

Zhejiang: the Pluralization of Religious Repression?
With its recent massive crackdown on Christian symbols in Zhejiang province, China brings
back the debate about repression of religious minorities in this society. Is it a beginning of a national

crackdown of Christianity, or is it just a Zhejiang phenomenon? The massive crackdown has
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destroyed and forced to remove hundreds of cross structures from the roof tops of legally
registered Protestant churches, and few churches were totally demolished, in the province. In
Wenzhou city, which has been praised as the “Chinese Jerusalem” for its remarkably high number of
Protestant Christian population and churches, has turned from a model city of religious tolerance to
a hot zone of religious persecution.

Since April, 2014, tens hundreds protesters trying to defend the crosses were beaten and
arrested by police in several large confrontations. If the previous model of tolerance is ended (keep
the building registered and your hand down, you will be accepted), what will be the future of
religious minorities in China? This development worries not only local believers but also human
rights watchers world-wide. The new regulation regarding how church can display its symbols has
been argued by many experts as a clear signal, handed down by top leaders to religious
communities not limited to Zhejiang and even not only to Christians. When more and more
advocates and lay believers have been convinced that this is not an isolated incident, the

confrontation is expected to continue and expand.1

What Drives Religious Repression?

What drives the ebb and flow of religious persecution? Literature devotes the answers to three
main sources: an abusive state may tight up its control over specific minority groups due to various
national (e.g. revolution), partisan (new ruling party) and/or personal motivations (career
promotion), which have been explored extensively in the field of political science and political
sociology.? Second, the shift may come from the victims, a religious group or community changes
its behavior pattern due to rapid growth/decline of believers, socioeconomic crisis, and/or outside
stimulations. This change may alarms the state and triggers repression. It is modeled by the “supply
side” explanation highlighted by sociologists who built the theory of religious economy.3 There is
also a third possibility that some endogenous and micro features of a religion might contribute to

more conflicts with secular politics, which are claimed by some experts, journalists, and the “clash

Ytis reported that more than two thousand churches have been targeted by the new policy and the demolition
continues. Church leaders and civil rights lawyers are building an alliance of resistance, including handing out a
“handbook of church to defend its civil rights” to members in order to mobilize supporters. Zhu, Yong-sa, “Protestant
Christians in Zhejiang Upgrade the anti-Cross Demolition Protests,” Asia Weekly (Yazhou Zhoukan), 29(35) September 6,
2015.
A good example of this kind of state-based analysis is Marsh (2011).
* Finke and lannaccone (1993). More theoretical review can see Young (1997).
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of civilization” family of political scientists.”

It is almost impossible to bridge three views derived from such diverse assumptions,
arguments and theoretical traditions. However, since the spatial distribution of religious persecution
is the common concern and research target of all three disciplines, finding a common ground of
research method could be the best way to get closer to the truth. This paper will discuss the
theoretical foundation of using spatial analysis to understand religious repression, illustrate a
possibility of putting religious repression on the map, and how this may help us to understand the
situation better. The analysis is based on a rather old concept but in a technologically advanced
fashion: to understand religious repression through geo-coded maps.

This paper is a pilot project and a first step to explore the spatial distribution of religious
repression in China and tries to identify the possible spatial pattern, structure and/or form for the
spatial dependence for future spatial statistical analysis. Further statistical analysis will be presented

in another publication.

Bringing Geopolitics back into Religion

Geopolitics was referring to the strategic positions of nations in controlling territories, supply
lines, and water ways in military textbooks. Alfred Thayer Mahan’s famous sea power concept is one
of the most mentioned geopolitical theories in modern time. Although the literature focuses on
military strategies and international politics, there is little reason to reject the basic intuition that
geography may have great implications on why and when violence, might well include religious
repression, would happen on a specific location.

It is reasonable to expect that when a place has the most churches, it could have the most
religious repression, but Zhejiang in the past has proved this wrong. If a place is far away from
political center like Beijing, it could enjoy more relax state-religious relationship, but people who
travel between Beijing and Shanghai would tell you the Christian communities are much more
repressed in Shanghai than in Beijing. Plain observation or piling up case work will not disclose a
better truth. The bottom line is we know very little about how religious persecutions are spatially
distributed, how geographic characteristics are related to the repression, and this needs to be
changed. This paper tackles these questions by differentiating between the economic, societal, and

civil factors at the local level, and examines the spatial and temporal distribution of religious

YA popular claim is about the militant Islamism or Jihadism. French journalist Paul Fregosi’s book is one of the strong
advocate of this view (Fregosi 1998). Jonathan Fox has rebuked this argument in his 2000 work. Fox (2000): 1-24.
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persecution from 1989 to 2014.

Literature Review: the Potential of GIS-based Analysis

Spatial analysis of human behavior is not a new concept, but it is severely overlooked in the
studies of religion. The origin of spatial analysis can be traced back to the beginning of geography in
ancient Greek when Eratosthenes firstly used latitude and longitude to draw maps and created the
idea of “political geography” to capture the human aspect of the entire known world. The peaks of
spatial analysis in modern history are corresponding to the rise of empires: Romans were praised by
historians for their technologies and knowledge of geography to conquer massive territories and
widespread trade routes; Great Britain established the first global sea empire that made Royal
Geographical Society the tool and also the trophy of its exploration and geopolitical achievements.
The post-WWII and post-Cold War super power status of the United States are highlighted by the
astropolitical capacity of the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGI), the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), and various National Science Foundation
(NSF)-funded research projects that aim at integrating physical and social science knowledge.

For example, the Center for Spatially Integrated Social Science (CSISS), was one of the pioneer
projects funded by NSF from 1999 to 2007. Michael F. Goodchild, a renowned geographer of
University of California, Santa Barbara, led the project to promote the use of Geographic
Information System (GIS) to develop techniques and programs to teach and analyze integrated
issues such as environmental impacts of human activities. In past twenty years, through the help of
NSF, Goodchild and other supporters of GIS all over the world have sponsored many studies,
workshops and conferences, and eventually created the new Journal of Spatial Information Science
that signifies the creation of a new sub-discipline of geographic information science (Gl Science).”
National Center for Geographic Information and Analysis (NCGIA) is still operated under NSF grant
at University of California, Satan Barbra.

As a new method based on GIS technology, it is critical to establish the boundaries of the
method that can illustrate the strength and limitation of such approach. Goodchild has argued that
advance in the Gl Science has made and could make significant contributions to following eight
aspects:

+ More accurate data collection, capture and measurement;

> The history, struggle, and debates of this new sub-field can be seen in Goodchild (2010).
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« Standardization of data structures, algorithms, and processes

+ Better presentation, display, and maps

« Better data modeling, simulation, and theories of spatial data;

« Improved spatial statistics, and the analysis of spatial heterogeneity;

+ Institutions and infrastructure to handle the role of citizen and ethical issues

+ Building technology to process more updated, real-time dynamics.

+ The possibility of exploring the third, fourth, and fifth dimensions.®

Despite the progress in the past two decades, including the popularization of Global
Positioning System (GPS)-based technology and the emergence of Gl Science, level of adoption
varies outside geography. From sociology, religious studies to political science, more and more
researchers have indicated interest in the idea of spatial analysis and their data is indeed “spatial”
(cross-national or cross-regional cases), although few studies have explored the GIS-based spatial
method and even fewer have been published on top-tier journals. A JSTOR search shows that in
sociology, there is only one GIS-base study has been published on the American Journal of Sociology,
two on Sociological Methodology, and 42 articles total from all 1208 spatial analysis papers in 195
titles. In political science, two are published on International Studies Quarterly, one on International
Organizations, one on PS: Political Science and Politics, and total 50 GIS-based studies among 863
self-claimed spatial analysis articles in all 227 titles. In the category of religion, there are two
GIS-based studies published on Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, four in other publications,
and total six GIS-based studies from 89 spatial analysis in all 149 titles.” These numbers show that
the majority of “spatial analysis” today is not benefited from the progress of Gl Science.

III

Many “spatial” studies use statistical modeling to handle geographic features, and in essence
they downplay the significance of spatiality because their models treat every observation’s
geographic features as almost the same. In cross-national developmental studies, for example,
Brazil and Laos are different only in their gross domestic national incomes, population sizes,
education years, regime types, and other national figures. In regional data, California and Texas are
distinguished by their differences in gun laws, numbers of college graduates, voting patterns and

other sociopolitical attributes, depending on the scope of a given study. Some researchers would

put “geographic locations” (in Asia or in Europe); “areas” (in km? or square miles), or “terrains” (e.g.

® Goodchild (2006): 6, 8, 14.
7 http://www.jstor.org/ Use keyword like “GIS,” “Spatial” to perform search on abstracts.
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% of the land are maintains) into their equations. Nonetheless, these geographic variables are
treated as control and rarely received careful examination. Doesn’t Californian coastal location give
it a unique advantage of developing its sociopolitical features? Doesn’t Laos’s landlocked position
create a unique environment for its other national attributes?

IlI

The analytical problems in this kind of “spatial” analyses deserve more attention. First,
regression-based analysis in general demands a comparable, unified unit of analysis, which assume
every observation is mostly identical except their independent attributes. This requirement leads
researchers to prefer smaller groups over larger subjects, such as individuals as their unit of analysis,
which is common in most linear modeling. However, political science and sociology are often
dealing with subjects bigger than individuals; how can gender groups, minorities, societies or
countries be equally modeled? In Gl Science, the problem is not disappeared but the unit of analysis
issue is alleviated by adopting a relational view: it assumes that each observation’s (location)
propensities are affected by it neighbors’ propensities. It is the First Law of Geography stated by
Waldo Tobler in 1970: "Everything is related to everything else, but near things are more related
than distant things." 8

Second, even though more advanced statistical modeling could provide potential solutions to
understand more complex subjects: for example, multilevel (hierarchical) linear modeling could
provide better estimates that are generated from additional models (e.g. could be a geographic
model),? the problem persists. Can a country or region’s geographic features be effectively
captured by a single or multiple models? Practically speaking, how should we begin to form such a
model(s), when geographical knowledge is so poor? Spatial analysis from Gl Science demands
discovering and specifying spatial patterns first: observed information such as distance, spatial
pattern, spatial structure, or form for the spatial dependence are derived from the data. One
common technique is to compare the observed pattern in the data to one in which space is
irrelevant, which in theory creates a “randomization” effect as in point pattern analysis.10 By using
such spatial statistical techniques, researchers can achieve a better modeling than conventional
point estimation.

Case-based studies are better in terms of encompassing in-depth analysis, including spatial

features, but they have limitations, too. The most obvious one is the lack of clear, comparable, and

& An empirical examination of this claim is in Sui (2004), 269-277.
° An example of applying multilevel linear modeling can see Gelman (2006). A theoretical review: Hox (2002).
10 .
Anselin (1989): 2-3.
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consistent definition of each geographic unit in order to perform comparison and generate more
universal theories. The founding father of modern sociology, Marx Webber has promoted a
guasi-geo-based analysis that draws on ethnic-religious lines between countries in his Protestant
Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism writings.'* His idea has inspired numerous exciting studies but
also false claims of supremacy founded on the fuzzy definitions of either Protestant ethic or
capitalism as well as the problematic boundaries between the two kinds of countries. If Protestant
ethic is central to the success of capitalism, what about 19th century Japan or 21* century China? 12
Comparative political economists have provided “varieties of capitalism” analysis and the findings
are largely against Weber’s thesis.™

Religious studies have long recognized the significance of geographic features in its literature.
Mapping world religions, either in individual or collective scales, is a popular practice among experts;
big map sets and grand atlas are published by various publishers and non-profit groups. For example,
The Atlas of Global Christianity, is a 380-page collection of statistical tables and maps regarding the
development of Christianity world-wide since 1910 to 2010. The Atlas describes the geographic
features of Christianity by a “North vs. South” dichotomy.™* In 1910, Christians were mostly living in
Europe (66%). After 2010, although its number is declining in Europe and North America,
Christianity would become majority religion in sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America, and the major
part of Asia.

Regardless of the accuracy of its figures, maps, and the “Christian South renewal” claim, the
Atlas is a timely effort to promote series of interesting questions for broader audience. How
Christianity geographically moves in the past 100 years? How its demographic components shift,
and how the shift may affect national and regional politics?

Nonetheless, from academic standpoint, the spatial method used by the Atlas is never clearly
specified, and the analysis suffers from similar shortcoming as conventional statistical analysis. The
country-based comparison is easy to understand but lose sight of many geographic nuances. For
starter, is there really a global “South” or “North” of Christianity? In the “South,” the Christian
renewals in Latin America and China are clearly two different trends: one is inspired by charismatic
movements and revolutionary theology spreading internationally in the 1960s and 1970s, while

another is locally rooted and has little connection to either the northern or the southern centers of

o

' Weber (1958).

One of the strongest criticisms to Weber from sociology would be Wallerstein’s world system theory (1974).
Hall and Soskice (2001).
Johnson & Ross (2009).

[
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global Christianity before 1990s.* Editors of the volume have acknowledged that the development
of Christianity is “fragmented” globally; is it too fragmented to lump all countries into two big global

pictures?

Method and Data

The spatial data and analytical tools used in this research are developed by China Data Center
of the University of Michigan (UMCDC), the Center for Religion and Chinese Society of Purdue
University (CRCS), and the State Key Laboratory for Information Engineering in Surveying, Mapping
and Remote Sensing (LIESMARS) of Wuhan University. This Spatial Studies of Religion and Society
(SSRS) data is the first spatial data including geographic information of public religious sites of five
major religions in China, religious administrative offices, and official census data of population,
economy, geography, environment, and many other local amenities of all 31 Provinces, 345
Prefecture Cities, 2,873 Counties, and over 50,000 Townships in one integrated database.'® UMCDC
maintains a web-based portal, "Spatial Explorer of Religion" for easy and free access of all collected
data; it also provides basic GIS analysis tools and map exporting functions for researchers who do
not have GIS software to perform analysis and print out results in PDF, JPEG and other common
graphical formats."’

Dr. Hong, Zhaohui from Purdue University, Calumet and his team has published several studies
based on the same database, and the results show not only interesting theoretical implications but
also great policy potential of this new spatial data. His recent article “Spatial and Statistical
Perspectives on the Protestant Church Shortage in China” provides convincing evidence to the
shortage issue of religious facilities in China. His team calculates the distances that average
worshipers have to travel to the nearest legal Protestant churches in order to capture the sense of
church shortage. The numbers could be used as an impartial evidence to persuade Chinese
authorities about this problem because all information is collected from open and
government-censored sources.'®

The primary source of repression data comes from the Congressional-Executive Commission on

China (CECC), which is one of the governmental responses of the United States to the brutal

> For Latin America cases see Stoll (1990) and Robbins (2004).
' New Release of "Spatial Explorer of Religion," China Data Center, University of Michigan, January 11, 2013,
http://chinadatacenter.org/Announcement/AnnouncementContent.aspx?id=474
7 The web-based tool can be found under this link: http://chinadataonline.org/religionexplorer/
® Hong, Yan, and Lu (2014; 2015); Hong & Yan (2015); Hong & lin (2015); Hong, Yan, Hong; &Yang (2015).
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crackdown of student protests in 1989. The CECC is founded in October 2000 with the legislative
mandate to monitor human rights conditions in China. Its major task is to research and submit an
annual report to the President and the Congress, which was a heated battle grounds between
religious freedom advocates and free trade lobbyists when the Congress voted on the annual review
of Most-Favored-Nation (MFN) status during Clinton Administration.*® It collects detailed
information of political prisoners since 1989 to today. This research selects 1634 cases that are
categorized by CECC as religious out of 4802 cases from 1990 to 2014.

It should be acknowledged that both SSRS and CECC data are limited. SSRS uses only
government-censored and self-reported figures, while CECC relies on reports from private human
rights watch groups and observers. They all are biased in their own ways. However, the author
would argue that they are the best resources available and their selection problems should be
minimal in their own terms: the government census bureau has relatively low incentive to lie about
the figures of population, incomes, and other economic indicators. The self-reported locations of
religious sites have been double-checked and verified by SSRS’s team, although it only covers
numbers before 2004. The lack of information about underground religious facilities indeed limits
the scope of analysis but it is understandable under today’s harsh environment. Human rights watch
groups might have more incentives to exaggerate the scale of repression but in terms of actual
cases of imprisonment, the information is open for examination for decades and Chinese

government never opposes those numbers and only insists they are domestic affairs.

Paper 2:
Hong Kong Christianity and National Identities: From Civilizing, Civilized to Re-civilization
T AR REEE ¢ L - BT T L
+i#
T
Hong Kong had been the crown jewel of colonial power and it bridged varying civilizing
missions to China that challenged and shaped the modern Chinese national identity since the

mid-19" century. Christian communities in particular have played a critical role in building a

% 1n addition to its research branch, The Commission’s office contains nine Senators, nine members of the House of
Representatives, and five senior administration officials appointed by the White House. It is symbolic but also influential
in the cycle of U.S.’s China policy making.
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pro-West, ‘civilized’ society that sustained the economic prosperity and political stability for 151
years, when political transition in 1997 updates the society with a pro-East, patriotic identity that
should embrace and celebrate the rising economic and political influence of China. Hong Kong as a
special administrative region of China once again walks on the path of civilization but in a different
direction: receiving Chinese nationalist missions to reconstruct its own view and the views of other
overseas Chinese communities. Hong Kong in the 21" century is walking on a rough path filled with
conflicting identities, which have been shown clearly in the diverse attitudes and behavior of local
Christian groups toward current political events such as Occupy Central/Umbrella Revolution in
2015. A review of recent development in Hong Kong reveals that a ‘re-civilization’ process is
emerged and its potentially dangerous implications await our attention and examination.

H 19 M EERYG » HA-ERERBNFENET LB - BlR&= " S
{#dy ,  (Civilizing Missions ) FifE 1 EIHUIERE » HETHRERIE SR P BRI SRR - BB
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BRAHSHIHEHEE - GERE - ZEZEE - REBMEEE - FEREFGN 2014 4 0

2 EERRE RN S AR s B TP BB L SN (A B ARV - Richard R Cook, and David W. Pao, After
Imperialism: Christian Identity in China and the Global Evangelical Movement.

2GR - BBIUA LB ESEHAF EY, KPMG, Deloitte and PWC £ 15 B BIBLERT - SEAEH EHIBES -
BEENF I BUGE H— R R R AP F - WS T PSR R A 5 R R I AR R B - 5
HIREEF 2 HHERE - Cahal Milmo, “Amnesty International attacks “Big Four” accountancy firms for opposition to
Hong Kong's pro-democracy movement,” Independent, 1 July 2014, accessed 19 March 19 2016.

2 Ned Levin, “Hong Kong Democracy Protests Carry a Christian Mission for Some: Churches Are Deeply Embedded in
Hong Kong Society,” Wall Street Journal, 3 October 2014, accessed 20 March 2016.

2 BATEEHT S BIBAMERHRE » S SRR BRI 2 S E R R B E IR eI R B =
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o CHHPHIFE

SRR AR A SR E W KR E MR o EBIHL &5 Rogers Brubaker fE1#
BIAE R W5et% - S ORI A E > 2 s (1) sRhmE R LtE: - BA TH
UERERSE |5 % (2) BEREET B £y THEJE | Bl %° (3) (FAERES
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# Rogers. Brubaker, “Religion and Nationalism: Four Approaches,” pp. 2-20.
2 Carlton Joseph Huntley. Hayes, Essays on nationalism.
% Hans. Kohn, “The genesis and character of English nationalism,” pp. 69-94; Liah. Greenfeld, Nationalism: Five
roads to modernity; Donald H. Akenson, God's peoples: Covenant and land in South Africa, Israel, and Ulster.
27 Adrian. Hastings, The construction of nationhood: Ethnicity, religion and nationalism.
%8 Mark. Juergensmeyer, The new cold war? Religious nationalism confronts the secular state.
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Hfbfddy , THAWREEL - 2 HIua it EEERFRE " 3 ARERE | (white man’s
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% Brian. Stanley, Missions, Nationalism and the End of Empire, p. 141.

OEER o (R R FAL - EEE P EARE) -

% Christopher. Marsh, Religion and the State in Russia and China: Suppression, Survival, and Revival, pp.12-69.

¥ Lewis R. Pyenson, Cultural Imperialism and Exact Sciences. German Expansion Overseas, 1990-1930; Lewis R.
Pyenson, Civilizing Mission: Exact Sciences and French Overseas Expansion, 1830-1940; Abigail. Sines, “Civilizing
the Middle Kingdom's Wild West,” pp. 5-18; Brett. Bowden, “The Ideal of Civilisation: Its Origins and Socio-Political
Character,” pp. 25-50; John Bellamy, Foster, et al. “Kipling, the “White Man's Burden”, and US Imperialism,” pp.
12-21; Miwa. Hirono, Civilizing Missions: International Religious Agencies in China.

3 P4 (CNKI) SErP Bk B EE S i R R > — > ARSI AR - www.cnki.net/.
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%3, J. Al-Azm, “Orientalism and Orientalism in Reverse,” pp. 5-26.

% HEI T T T E B P B E RO R S (P A DR - B AT AR AT R Albert. Eleanor,
“Christianity in China,” Council on Foreign Relations, Updated 7 May 2015.
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0 Miwa. Hirono, Civilizing Missions: International Religious Agencies in China, pp. 28.
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ZAEE 8 T SRBAVE T ) VR R RSB o E0 5 SRS (I e R e H 2
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L Carl T. Smith, Chinese Christians: Elites, Middlemen, and the Church in Hong Kong. FRIEFUFH<: » FHish 87 &
L FHALLE - 22 BBS. Stuart M | STOKER, “Hong Kong Year Book 2014,” accessed 21 March 2016.
2 Max. Weber, The Religion of China: Confucianism and Taoism; C. K. Yang, Religion in Chinese Society.
“3 Errol A. Henderson, and J. David Singer. “Civil war in the post-colonial world, 1946-92,” pp. 275-229.
“* samuel P. Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order.
> Errol A. Henderson, “Not Letting Evidence Get in the Way of Assumptions: Testing the Clash of Civilizations Thesis
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with More Recent Data,” pp. 458-469.
6 Wade M. Cole, “Does respect for human rights vary across “civilizations”? A statistical reexamination,” p. 345.
" Errol A. Henderson, “Not Letting Evidence Get in the Way of Assumptions: Testing the Clash of Civilizations Thesis
with More Recent Data,” p. 458.
8 Jéhanna Kristin. Birnir, and Nil S. Satana. “Religion and coalition politics,” p. 3.
0 Jonathan. Fox, Religion, Civilization, and Civil War: 1945 Through the New Millennium, pp. 122-163.
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