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'Lovable’ Taiwan and Its Soft Power Quest
Taiwan’'s deputy minister of culture speaks with The Diplomat.

By Shannon Tiezzl
August 18, 2016

ot

Twenty-five years ago, Taiwan opened its first cultural office in the United States, the Taipei
Cultural Center in New York City. This year, Taiwan will be opening up a new division of culture
in the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office (TECRO) in Washington, D.C., with
an eye toward promoting Taiwan’s culture in the capital of one of Taipei’s most important
partners.

Dr. Pierre Tzu-pao Yang, Taiwan’s deputy minister of culture, was in D.C. this week to discuss the
new division of culture. He also sat down with The Diplomat’s Shannon Tiezzi to talk about the
importance of Taiwan’s international cultural programs, why culture will be a crucial part of
Taiwan’s future — and why he doesn’t like the term “soft power.” The following interview has
been edited for length and clarity.

The Diplomat: What is the mission for the new cultural office in D.C.? How will it
be different from existing centers in New York, Houston, and Los Angeles?

Enjoying this article? Click here to subscribe for full access. Just $5 a month.
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Deputy Minister Yang: New York is a very important city for art, for culture. But culture is life.
Our office here, just like the other offices in the United States, will introduce Taiwanese artists,
film and the performing arts — all kinds of possibilities.

But of course there are some meaningful objectives in D.C. We know there are a lot of politician
and diplomats here. So in the center of power in the United States, we can make people know
Taiwan better — not only people from the United States, but also some foreign representatives.
It's not the same as New York or Los Angeles; D.C. is very special, unique even.

Taiwan has put a lot of effort into these cultural programs. How would you say
Taiwan’s “soft power” or cultural influence is doing in the United States?

There’s always some space to improve. Our center in New York has been there 25 years —it’s a
very long time. So now it is a new generation, with new possibilities. We must do something nex
for example, blending culture with technology. Even the most important museums are finding i
more and more difficult to attract people to come. But internet or virtual museums are more an
more important. So now Taiwan’s cultural centers can do something more trendy, with new
technology. That’s also one of the specialties of Taiwan, the technology capital in Asia.

Augmented reality, virtual reality, digitalization — we must put more effort to mix these concept
with traditional art and culture.

So how are we doing as of now? Pretty well, but there are some elements we need to change.
What do you think about U.S. citizens’ awareness of Taiwan?

As of now, it’s not good enough. Maybe some elites or university students know Taiwan, but we
must put in more effort to integrate Taiwanese culture into the mainstream.

For example, 20 years ago, we had our own exhibition centers, but now we prefer to work with
American galleries and other institutes, so we can integrate with the mainstream and not do
something by ourselves, with our own space. We must use the local society’s leg work and
resources, even local agents.

Now we have a new policy: if we organize an exhibition, one-fifth must be local artists. That
means if we organize a group of 20 artists, four must be American artists. In the past, we would
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