Remarks by Counselor MG. Chang (Ret.)
Veterans Affairs Council, ROC (Taiwan)
At the Opening Ceremony of the
Annual Convention, Department of Alaska, AL 2016
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Dear National Commander Barnett, National President Conatser, National
Commander for the Sons of the American Legion Collier, National Executive
Committeeman Pisa, Department Commander Kline, Department Auxiliary
President Cherrette, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen:
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Good morning. Thank you for inviting us to attend this 2016 departmental
convention. I am greatly honored to address your convention on behalf of
Minister Tung Hsiang-lung of Veterans Affairs Council in Taiwan, the
Republic of China. Last time in Anchorage, three years ago, I came when I
was the Director of Overseas Liaison Department of VAC. Because of the
governmental reform and innovation, I got promoted to the Counselor of

VAC.
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Council in Taiwan have built a very strong relationship for 50 years, and in
the past 50 some years, we have maintained exchanging visits. This past year,
I was very pleased that National Commander Barnett, National President
Conatser and their party had visited Taiwan, and I hope they were impressed
by the beauty of Taiwan.
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We the veterans in Taiwan as a whole would like to take this opportunity to
once again express our most sincere appreciation for all the friendship and
support, the Alaska Department of the American Legion has given us in the
past 50 years. You have consistently passed resolutions for your national
conventions to adopt, and in turn urge the congress and the American Federal
Government to continue supporting us.
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We, the people in Taiwan, the Republic of China, have been pursuing a life of
peace, democracy, and freedom, just like the Americans. We appreciate it
very much, that the United States has been so friendly to help and sell
resources to us, and help make what we are in Taiwan today. Whereas
security is always the top concern, we shall continue to purchase the
defensive weapons that we cannot manufacture by ourselves, and we need to
continue making friends like you. Dear good friends of the American Legion
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in Alaska Department, we need your continuous support, by urging your
federal government for the sale in accordance with the Taiwan Relations Act,
and we also need your support to help us, the Republic of China in Taiwan, to
join in more international organizations, so that we can be good enough to
defend ourselves on the one hand, and help stabilizing the western Pacific on

the other.
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Dear friends, we are lucky to have the comradeship you have been offering
us in the past years, and we shall cherish it always.
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On behalf of my fellow veterans in Taiwan, [ wish you a successful
Convention, and good health to all of you. Thank you.
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