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Umno-PAS pact: Stay calm

By Nancy Lai

PENAMPANG: Parti Bersatu
Sabah (PBS) president Tan Sri
Joseph Pairin Kitingan has called
for calm among Sabahans over the
‘Umno-PAS collaboration issue.

He also urged the public not to
speculate too much on the issue
and its outcome.

Speaking to reporters after
a courtesy call by the Taiwan
Deputy Minister of Council of
Indigenous Peoples Dr Cheng
Chang Pei-Lun on KDCA
yesterday, Pairin said, “Leis
not over speculate. There are a
Tot of speculations over a lot of
things these days so we must not
just simply respond just because
somebody mentioned something
without getting to know details
and information.

“We have to do the proper
analysis,  reflection  an
consultation before we commit
to anything,” he said when
asked if the proposed Umno-
PAS pact would cause conflict
between Sabah Barisan Nasional
(BN) and the coalition’s central
leadership.

The Deputy Chief Minister

is that whatever is being debated

inthe: or elsewhere we
musl be sincere in our approach,
in our analysis and therefore in
our decision,” he stressed.

He said it was not really
surprising to hear the Prime
Minister talking about
cooperating with PAS because
they had done it before and PAS
was in the Government before.

Obviously when they create
this overture there will be
different responses from different
groups of people from individuals
to political parties, he said.

“So the views of other groups
of people particularly within
the BN of course need to be
taken into consideration by the
political leadership as within the
component members there are
different response:

“For us over hnm there is
nothing we can do about that
kind of overture because that
is what they want to do. We will
of course monitor the situation
and we will see what and how it
will develop because apart from
just expressing friendship which
you do to many groups, no details
‘have been discussed so we have

pointed out that as far as Sabah

vet to see how and what details

Pairin (right) receiving a memento from Dr Cheng Chang Pei-Lun, Taiwan Deputy Minister of Council of Indigenous Peoples.
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Sabah,

PENAMPANG: KadazanDusun
Cultural Association (KDCA)
‘president Tan Sti Josephj Pairin
Kitingan and the Taiwan Deputy
Minister of Council of

Taiwan

indigenous peoples
have similarities

The Deputy Chief Minister was
also happy and in awe to note
of the recognition the Taiwan
Government had given Nﬂts

Peoples Dr Cheng Chang Pei-Lun
‘have expressed hope to see future
collaboration between Sabah

iwan and their indigenous

Pairin, who met with Chengand
‘his entourage at KDCA yesterday,
said that some of the indigenous
peoples in Sabah and Taiwan have
similarities in their tradition,
culture and dialect.

KUALA LUMPUR: Two Public

up of the Couneil of

entourage yesterday.

During the meeting, both KDCA.
Supreme Council members and
Cheng'’s entourage took turns to
‘brief each other about the history,

culture, tradition and

“The Council of Indigenous
Peoples is an organization that
is recognized and assisted by
the Taiwan Government. The
languages of the various tribes

here have also been given
recognition,” Pairinsaid thisina
press conference after a courtesy
call on KDCA by Cheng and his

Two PAC members rapped.
‘misleading’ statements

are more interested to politicise
the rather than

Accounts Cy (PAC)
members have been criticised for
issuing whathavebeen described
as misleading statements on the
PAC session with a 1Malaysia
Development Berhad (1IMDB)

finding out the actual truth of
the subject of our inquiry,” said
the Simpang Renggam member
of parliament in a statement
yesterday. As a member of the

only authorised person to issue

statements on PAC sessions, the

two - whom he did not name -
i

g
2

official on Friday. PAC committee, Liang said he
PAC n‘kmber DatukuangTed( was dlsappomked and upset with

Meng said that  their

the PAC chairman would be the For example, he said, it wasnot

true that IMDB president Arul
Kanda, who attended Friday’s
session was unable to answer
quesnons pun his

m.
#hn ihwaahanr

Delief of the Indigenous Peoples in
Sabah and Taiwan.

They also had a dialogue
‘where they- exchanged views,
opinions,

by the Government. The effort
of the Taiwan Government is
enhancement of the whole society
‘which wmpnses ‘mostly 40 ethnic
tribes,” he said.

“Obviously there is alot to learn
and we can look forward to future
endeavors together not only in
the economic sector but all other
sectors that can strengthen the
between Sabah and

suggestions.

“I am happy to note that the
preservation of the languages of
the various indigenous peoples

Taiwan,” Pairin said,

Cheng said that his visit
to Sabah was made with the
purpose of connecting with the

state.

Heis hopeful that they can have
networking and collaboration in
the future towards the betterment.
of both Taiwan and Sabah.

“We ‘would like to see the
exchange of expertise and culture
between the Indigenous Peoples
in‘Taiwan and Sabah. On our side,
as you all know, Taiwan does not
have muchland thy

Pairin (seated, fifth from right). am KDCA Supreme Council members with the e«uxrage from lhe Cﬂunll of Indigenous Peoples Taiwan.

farmers by showing them how to
‘convertfrom traditional farming to
‘amodernmethod that can provide *
them better yield. We can also help
out in the aspect of marketing
by helping them to set up a 5
marketing system through wl

thcy can sell their products,” he

Cheng also invited KDCA to
tival

ulture sector have to do
the best with limited resources.

‘maybe we can help out in the
&grlcult\lre sector, we can assist

in Taiwan is really

for issuing

Liang noted that the
selective and partial release of
information by those involved
did not give a true and fair
picture of what transpired in
the proceedings on Friday.

% my opinion, such
se!ecnve release of information
seems designed to polmclse
the proceedings again, and
again mislead the public and
prejudice our proceedings,” he

said.

Liang said that if the blatant
disregard for PAC rules and
rentiniiad daliharata nraindictho

inthe

the Indi Peoples who are

Mary presents a npi

teamofa et

atte

which will be held in Allgllst nex!

year. 3
Pairin reciprocated by inviting

them to attend the annual Pesta

Kaamatan. .

Help community, var5|ty students urged

TAWAU: All university students

community between university

extensive knowledge and self-
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