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“A fine display of orchestral bravado for the SSO and Shui” - The Guardian

A premier Asian orchestra gaining recognition around the world, the Singapore
Symphony Orchestra (SSO) aims to enrich the local cultural scene, serving as a
bridge between the musical traditions of Asia and the West, and providing
artistic inspiration, entertainment and education.

A full-time professional orchestra with 96 members, the SSO now makes its
performing home at the Esplanade Concert Hall, and also performs regularly at
the Victoria Concert Hall, home of the SSO since 1979. The SSO performs
over 50 symphonic programmes a year. Its versatile repertoire spans the
all-time favourites and orchestral masterpieces to exciting cutting-edge
premieres, with Asian and Singaporean musicians and composers featuring
prominently in the concert season.

In September 2014 the SSO’s debut at the BBC Proms in London received
critical acclaim in the major UK newspapers The Guardian and Telegraph.

In 2010 the SSO’s 6-city tour of London and Germany, which included a
concert at the Berlin Philharmonie, garnered rave reviews from The

Times and Sueddeutsche Zeitung. The SSO has also performed in America,
China, Czech Republic, Germany, Greece, Hong Kong, Hungary, Italy, Japan,
France, Spain and Turkey.

Since Lan Shui assumed the position of Music Director in 1997, the SSO has
been distinguished by a high level of excellence and a rising international
profile. Choo Hoey, who was Music Director from 1979 to 1996, is credited for
developing the SSO with his diverse programming.

Among the SSO’s recordings under BIS are a number of CDs which have
earned international acclaim, including a Rachmaninov series,

a Seascapes album featuring a compilation of sea-themed music by Debussy,
Frank Bridge, Glazunov and Zhou Long, and the first-ever cycle of
Tcherepnin’s piano concertos and symphonies. The SSO has also recorded the
music of Chen Yi, Bright Sheng, Karl Goldmark and Richard Yardumian,
collaborating with such great artists as Gil Shaham, Evelyn Glennie, Cho-Liang
Lin, Noriko Ogawa, Yevgeny Sudbin, Sharon Bezaly, Claude Delangle,
Christian Lindberg and Martin Frost.

(Z2HF BRI B IR B SEE E 44 http://www.sso.org.sg/ )
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() #EFaaF%EEE (Victoria Theatre and Concert Hall)

UE2% F[oH 5 44EE (Victoria Theatre and Concert Hall ) Z#r iy —4H
R WS — S 54 ORAVEEAE (Y 1906 4F ) HpE o

1919 2 H 6 H - Brinse s —H FER  — B LR G 24T
REEAT - HUHTEHY-F B AR RS -

S R FORERH T I I - SO BB G o IERS b - I
HMREHZEE - ARG EHE > BEMERIHES - ERERYAT R
ZEARIEE - RO LHVBGER RE S YRR - BFEETRE o SRR
1946 B2 F AR - HhE t2 H AR F IR THYEHSI - 1954 4 11
A21 5 NRITETEALLERIL - 1979 £ > Ol RES AT g
o DRGSR A 24E ] (SSO) -

U2 RS e f S (T 1992 52 2 B 14 HAR REIRFESRSLY) -
2014 5= 7 F SR BAIAE S AR BN 4E 2 A1 o e > DU RE R IR
SLIFUAHY 1905 451 - AEETRYRESENI A FRZER] o e A THRIBer14E S
A SERE R RO SR H 2508 R AVEMITEE 5% - RV IIIZEfEE
HUEEE T OARA =S -

(BHLFER IR S o0 E JT A S e R R S A RE B e e
EEE
https://www.esplanade.com/venue-hire/victoria-theatre-and-victoria-concert-ha
11 https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/4f 2% F|ai Bl K 2 e i)
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1. CHIEN = Dragon Dance

== Music stand (total = 60 + conductor)
Chairs (total = 68)
@  Highstool (total = 6 + 6)

4 H2H : RpE (FESE) SEEHE M E

2. MA — Concerto for Bamboo Flute and Orchestra

WIJI(WWJWWM’I” AATSIIIIYY
% 7

=== pMusic stand {total = 60 + conductor)

D Chairs (total = 68)
@  Highstool {total =6 + 6)

4 72 H : HKEE (HERhZ=il) S R E
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3. BRAHMS — Symphony No. 1 in C minor, Op. 68

=== pusic stand (total = 60 + conductor)
D Chairs (total = 68)
®  High stool (total = 6 + 6)

4 72 H : AThirslr (SB—Sisc @il ) SEEE R e

1. CHUNG - “Festive Celebration” for Orchestra

mmmmy//’////‘;?”@///’/// ,:;.E.
i 1

== Music stand (total = 60 + conductor)
Chairs (total = 68)
®  Highstool (total =6 + 6)

4 H3H st - (EEE) B2 SEh SEEE i el
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2. HSIAO — Violin Concerto in D major, Op. 50

- ‘WWWJIWMW////;’FI{?////// /:;.:
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== Music stand (total = 60 + conductor)
Chairs (total = 68)
@  Highstool {total = 6 + 6)

4 33 H AR CNMESTnz) S R

3. BEETHOVEN — Symphony No. 7 in A major, Op. 92

— Music stand {total = 60 + conductor)
Chairs (total = 68)
@  Highstool (total = € + 6)

4 A3 H - BHEZ5F (Gtaiscsdh) SeEsE e

67



(=) A EEm .0
31,000 shows, 22 million guests, and counting

We are one of the busiest arts centres in the world with about 3,000
performances presented by Esplanade, our collaboration partners and hirers
yearly. Presenting the best in the performing arts, our world-class venues have
hosted a diverse range of dance, music and theatre performances, in addition to
captivating visual arts exhibitions and more.

We believe in making the arts accessible for everyone. As a not-for-profit arts
centre, we are driven by our mission to entertain, engage, educate and inspire

through the arts. Our social motivations guide our programmes so that there is
always something for everyone to enjoy.

As a team of dedicated arts professionals who are also arts advocates, we
recognise that everyone matters and that every single role is important. As
Singapore's national performing arts centre, we aim to continue inspiring
audiences and cultivating the arts scene.

Whether you're a first-timer, an ardent patron or fellow arts lover, we welcome
you and we will do our best to give you a great experience with the arts.

Concert Hall

The Concert Hall is Esplanade's crown jewel, which seats 1,630 and another
197 in the gallery. Chosen by Hamburg-based building data company Emporis
in 2014 as one of the 15 most beautiful concert halls in the world, the hall
boasts superb acoustics. It is one of only five such halls in the world with
similar state-of-the-art features, which include reverberation chambers and an
acoustic canopy that adapts the hall for different musical performances,
producing optimum sound at every concert.

Suitable uses:

Orchestral and Choral concerts

Amplified performances

Seminars/ Conferences/ Product launches

Award ceremonies

Theatre

The 1,950-seat theatre is modelled on traditional horseshoe-shaped
performance arenas, creating an intimate space that draws the audience and
artists on stage closer together. The audience area comprises four levels of seats
that face Singapore's largest performance stage, designed for the presentation of
Asian and Western performing arts as well as multi-media presentations. The
Theatre features an adjustable proscenium arch, two accompanying full-sized
ancillary stages that allow for swift changes, a 30m-high fly tower and an
adjustable orchestra pit that can hold up to 100 musicians.

Suitable uses:

Musicals and operas

Dance and music performances
Dramas

68



Film screenings
Seminars / conferences / product launches
Award ceremonies

Recital Studio

The fan-shaped 245-seat Recital Studio is ideal for performances, from
chamber music and solo recitals to amplified concerts. In addition to its timber
flooring, the studio's wall and ceiling furnishes are specially designed to ensure
superb acoustics.

Suitable uses:

Chamber music

Solo recitals

Amplified performances

Film screenings

Seminars / conferences / product launches

Theatre Studio

An intimate setting for experimental theatre and dance presentations, the
Theatre Studio is a highly flexible performance space. It offers various
configurations with retractable seating that can accommodate up to 220 people.
Equipped with highly adaptable staging, lighting and sound systems, it can
meet different staging demands.

Suitable uses:

Theatre and dance productions

Film screenings

Seminars / conferences / product launches

Rehearsal Studio

Similar in size to the Theatre Stage, the Rehearsal Studio is specifically
designed for full rehearsal opportunities for major productions, such as in dance
or theatre, and it can also be used for various types of workshops. Hirers of the
main performing venues (Concert Hall, Theatre, Recital Studio and Theatre
Studio) have priority booking for the Rehearsal Studio.

Suitable uses:
*Theatre productions and workshops
+ Dance productions and workshops

+ Seminars/ conferences/ product launches

W

(ZEZBRLHI B BT L E 4 https:/www.esplanade.com/ )
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Listening To Taiwan reviews

Dazzling
musical
treat...

IlE\.l"IE'l'a',lr CDNCERT

LISTENING TO TANARN

Maticnal Ta:wan Symphony Orchestra:
CrienWen-pin {conductor],

Chen Chung-shan nambes flute]
YWietaria Cancert Hall/Last Saturday

Taldng their places on stage a fnll
seven minutes before their Singa-
pore detut concert, members of the
MNational Taiwan . Symphony

Orchesira looked out on a sea of

emply seats

Mobody had warned them that,
urilike boarding buses and the MRT,
some Singapureans regard it as a
malter nf pride (obe the [ast ones by
cntetr the concert hall,

As it was, a respectable-sized
audience was mostly in position by
the time Chien Wen-pin came on
stage to conduct Chien Nafi-
chang’s Dragon Dance.

Compoged in 1985 For a perform-
ance in Munich, this dazzling piece
should be in the repectory of every
oichestra

It fills its nine minutes with an
nviporacing, driving momentim
runmning around the enfire crchestra

“o—ANFATH 2

\Z**ZZI%L

UEEET. ..

I

in a breathtaking exhibition of
collective and individual virtuosity:
It was the perfect ealling card for
what is clearly avery fine prchestra,

The usual crop of audience mem-
bers making their entrance after
the concert had started may have
missed one treat, but they were in
for another.

Ma Shui-long’s Concerto main-
tained the high-octane, unflagging
energy of Chier’s Dragon Dance
and involved many instruments
playingveryloudhyrindeed.

One wondered how a sole flute
would fare against such heawy
orchestralforces.

But unlike -its Westoerm oounter-
part, the bangdi (bamboo fhite) can
cut a swathe through even the
densest orchestral jungle with its
sharp, picreing tone. Add to that
Chen Chung-shen's own forceful
musical personality and the result
was quite extraordinany.

Chen fizzed with energy, spitting
ontsuch a sharp-edged staccato that
one was tempred to seck cover fromn
these (ying shards of sound.

He emerzed from the Concerto
victovious and celebrated with an
outragecusty entertaining encore
whichhad the andience: cnrapiured.

His absence from the eoncert’s

JHIBRHR

Bamboo flute
player Chen
Chung-shen
{left). PHOTC:
5 LAPIEAL

SY MPHUORY
OECHEST R,

second half may have been why a
fair chunk of the audience decided
not Lo stay after the interval. It was
their loss.

Brahms® First Symphony is a
well-wom concert staple.

But atter the Tarwanese pyro-
technics, any thoughts thal this
woulkd be a saf chojoe for an orches-
tra ot to impress a new audience
were instanthy dispelled as Chien
drove it forward with searing
intensity.

Mewver relaxing his powerful com-
mand over the performance for a
moement, he pushed his orchestra
trrits lirmits and heyond.

Their visibly committed response
resulted in a performance which
was vividly electrifying and otrerhy
compelling, if not always clinicalky
clean in execution.

Whether Hrahms would have
appreciated some ol Lhe libertics
Chien took with his music in the
name of communicarive zeal is
heside the point.

This was a hugely impressive
performance which milked rthe
wortk for every last drop of drama.
passionand eolour.

‘These who wore there (rom start
L finish cxpericnecd something
vervspecial last Saturday night.
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LISTERINGTO TAIWAN

Mztional Taiwan Symphony Orchestra:
Chien Wen-pin (conductar),
T=engYu-chien{wvinlin}

Victoria Concert Hall/Sunday

Chang Tou Liang

The National Taiwan Symphony
Orchestra, based In Talchung, is a
proud ambassador of Taiwanese
rnusical heritage. What else would
explain the fact thar four out of six
works performed in its two-day
Singapore tour were by Talwancse
composers.  Conddcted by s
former’ music director
Wen-pin, Taiwan's oldest orchestra
{founded in 1945} gave an excellent
account ofits pedigree.

The evening opened rowdily with
Chung Yiu-Jowong's Festive Celebra
tion, originaily a work for percus-
¢ gion, but later arranged for wind
i band and orchestra. Raucoushy
i rhythmic, drums and brass went on
i owerdrive, but retained the essence
i of the popular Wild Dance OF
i Golden Snakes by Nie Er, who also
¢ cornposed the Chinese narional
i anthem, Maorch Of The Volinteers.

5

ENEA Y aw.R
R

g

Chien

Purting polirics.aside, this was an
impressive display of orchestral
cohesion in a frenetic piece of
music, but this spon cooled down
for Tyzen Hsizo's Violin Concerto
In T} Major with Tseng Yu-chien
(first prize-winner of the 1st Singa-
pore Internarional Violin Com-
perition last year) as soloist.
Composed in the late 19805 anul pre-
miered by Lin Cho-liang, it hardly
sounds maore modern than any-
thingwritten a century bafore,

Hsiao’s idiom is unapologetically
Romantic, using melodies of fainthy
Chinese countenanee and minimal
pentatonics. Lovers of concertos by
Broch, Glazunov and Wieniawslki
would have much to enjoy here, not
least in the wirtucsic first mowve-
ment cadenza and movie music-
like slow movement,

The busy finale owswes much o the
corresponding movement of Samuel
Barher's Violin Concerto and a brief
but curious episode pairing viclin
and solo harp. Tseng's expressive
and virtneso qualities provided a
prime outing and the string wallow
continued In his encore, the slow
movemoent from Bach’s Unaceom-
panicd Sccond Sonata.

Further proof of the orchestra’s
prowess came in Beethoven's

HYARGEE

Yiolimist Tseng
Yu=chien [(left).
PHOTE: SINGAPDRE
Sy PHOMY
CRCHESTRA

Seventh Symphony, with an
unfussed and breezy account. The
first movement's slow introduction
wits arcesling inits delivery, paving
the way for the unbridled vigour of
the ensuing Vivace, A full-bodied
sonority filled the hall, dominated by
lushness in the strings, and the taut
pacing of the symphony carried
through fts four movermncnis.

Withour a true slow movement,
the Allegretoo sexved as a surrogate
by being only less brisk Itz variations
and fugue were very clearly rollid
ot and there was to bano lingering
about. Quick reflexes and pin-point
accuracy accounted for the boand-
ing dance of the third movement’s
Presto, while all stops were pulled
ot forthe jowous finale.

Deemed the “apotheosis of the
dlanee”, thens was no way one could
take that too Hterally unless one was
seriously punch-drunk, The furious
pace wasupped and then some more.
The orchestra responded brilliamthy,
with a vivid incisiveness marching
Chien'sunertingly exactingbeat.

This life-allirming account was
heartily received. The encore was a
Taiwanese cradle song, sump-
tuously arranged for strings, provi-
ding a fitting send-aft by a gledming
gem olan orchesira,
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