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Listening To Taiwan reviews

Dazzling
musical
treat...

REVIEW/ CONCERT
LISTENING TO TAIWAN

in a breathtaking uhﬂ:iﬂon of
collective and i
It was the perfect an.LIng card for

National Taiwan
ChienWen-pin conductor),
ChenChung-shen (bamboo fiute)
Victoria Concert Hall/Last Saturday

T vl crop 3t Sl e
bers making their entrance after
the concert had started may have
missed one treat, but they were in

Marc Rochester

Taking their places on stage a full
seven minutes before their Singa-
pore debut concert, members of the
National Taiwan  Symphony
Orchestra looked out on a sea of
emptyseats.

Nobody Tiad warned them that,
unlike buses and the MRT,
some Singaporeans regard it as a
matter of pride to be the last ones to
enterthe concerthall

As it was, a respectable-sized

& e

Ma Shui-long’s Concerto main-
tained the high-octane, unflagging
energy of Chien’s Dragon Dance
and involved many instruments
playing very loudly indeed.

One wondered how a sole flute
would fare against such heavy
orchestral forces.

But unlike its Western counter-

the bangdi (bamboo flute) can
cut a swathe through even the
densest orchestral jungle with its
sharp, piercing tone. Add to that
Chen Chung-shen's own forceful
musical and the result

the time Chien Wen-pin came on
stage to conduct Chien Nan-

was quite extraordinary.
Chen fizzed with energy, mr:ﬁrg

Bamboo flute
player Chen
Chung-shen
(iet). proTo
SINGAPORE.
SIMPHORY
ORCHESTRA

second half may have been why a
fair chunk of the audience decided
not to stay after the interval. It was
theirloss.

Brahms’ First Symphony is a
well-worn concert mpk,

But after the

... with
joyous
finale

REVIEW/ CONCERT

 Putting politics aside, this was an

LISTENING TO TAIWAN
National Talwan Sympheny Orchestra:
ChienWen-pin [conductor),
Tseng Yu-chien (violin}
rt

technics, any thoughts lhal lhjs

VictoriaCe

tra out to impress a new audience
were instantly dispelled as Chien
drove it forward with searing
intensity.

Never relaxing his powerful com-
mand over the performance for a
moment, he pushed his orchestra
toitslimits andbeyond.

Theirvisibly committed response
resulted in a performance which
was vividly electrifying and utterly
compelling, if not ahways clinfeally
clean inexecution.

Whether Brahms would have
appreciated some of the liberties
Chien took with his music in the
name of communicative zeal is
besidethe pol

chang

‘Composed in 1985 for a perform-
ance in Munich, this dazzling piece
should bé in the repertory of every

estra.
It fills its nine minutes with an

uuzvmsumpted to seek cover from

This was a hugely impressive
which milked the

He emerged fmn the l:nncen:n
victorious and

work for every last drop of drarma,

outrageously entertaining zm-urz
which

Thuu who were there from start
to finisl

| composers.

Chang Tou Liang

The National Taiwan Symphony
Orchestra, based in Taichung, is a
proud ambassador of Taiwanese
musical heritage. What else would
explain the fact that four out of six

display

cohesion in a frenetic piece of
muslc, but this soon cooled down
for Tyzen Hsiao's Violin Concerto
In D Major with Tseng Yu-chien
(first prize-winner of the 1st Singa-
pore International Vielin Com-
petition last year) as soloist.
©

Violinist Tseng
Yu-chien (left).
PHOTO. SINGAFORE
SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA

Seventh Symphony, with an
unfussed and breezy account. The
first movement's slow introduction
was arresting in its delivery, paving
the way for the unbridled vigour of
the ensuing Vivace. A full-bodied
sonority filled the hall, dominated by
Iushness in the strings, and the taut
pacing of the symphony carried

miered by Lin Cho-liang, it hardly
sounds more modern than any-
lhmgwnnenaccnmrybefom
Hsiao's idiom is unapologetically
Romantic, using melodies of faintly
Chinese countenance and minimal

works p in its two-day
Singapore tour were by Taiwanese
Conducted by its
former music director Chien
Wen-pin, Taiwan’s oldest orchesra
(founded in 1945) gave an excellent
aceount ofits pedigree.

‘The evening opened rowdily with
Chung Yiu-kwong's Festive Célebra-
tion, inally a work for percus-
sion, but later arranged for wind
band and orchestra. Raucously
rthythmic, drums and brass went on
overdrive, but retained the essence
of the popular Wild Dance Of
Golden Snakes by Nie Er, who also
the Chinese national

running around the entire orchestra

His absence from the concert’s

vuyspeciamsxs;mdamgm,

anthem, March Of The Volunteers.

ics. Lovers of concs
Bruch, Glazunov and Wienfawski
would have much to enjoy here, not
least in the virtuosic first move-
ment cadenza and movie music-
like slow movement.
'[‘heb\myﬁnnl:wes:lmrhmm:l

Without a true slow movement,
the Allegrerto served as a surrogate
bybeingonly less brisk. Its variations
and fugue were very clearly rolled
out and there was to be no lingering
‘about. Quick reflexes and pin-point
accuracy accounted for the bound-
ing dance of the third movement's
Presto, whl]: all stops were pulled
out for!

Daemd the ‘apotheem of the
dance”, there was no way one could
take that too Iﬁmlly\mles ng;w‘al

Barber's Violin Concerto and a brief
but curious episode pairing violin
and salo harp. Tseng's expressive
and virtuosa qualities provided a
prime outing and the string wallow
continued in his encore, the slow
movement from Bach's Unaccom-
paniedSecondSonata.

Further proof of the orchestra’s
prowess came in Beethoven's

seriously punch-di ious.
pace was upped and then some more.
The orchestra responded brilliantly,
with a vivid incisiveness matching
Chien'sunerringly exacting beat.

This life-affirming account was
heartily received. The encore was a
Taiwanese cradle song, sump-
tuously arranged for strings, provi-
dingafitting send-off by a gleaming.
gem ofan orchestra.
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