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Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation

Third Meeting of the APEC Economies’ Chief Science Advisors and Equivalents
Building Foundations for Scientific Advice towards Inclusive
Economies and a Better World

14-16 October 2015
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Co-Chairs:  Prof Tan Sri Zakri Abdul Hamid,
Science Advisor to the Prime Minister of Malaysia
Sir Peter Gluckman,
Prime Minister’s Chief Science Advisor, New Zealand

Day 1: 14 October 2015

REF.

NO TIME DETAILS / AGENDA

Welcoming Reception
Suite 2&3, Level 7, Hilton Kuala Lumpur

Agenda as follows:

e Welcoming Remarks by Prof Tan Sri Zakri Abdul
Hamid, Science Advisor to the Prime Minister of
Malaysia

1800 -2000

e Opening Remarks by Sir Peter Gluckman, Chief
Science Advisor to the Prime Minister of New
Zealand

e Special Address by the Honourable Datuk Seri
Panglima Madius Tangau, Minister, Ministry of
Science, Technology and Innovation (MOSTI),
Malaysia

1830 Dinner

2000 End
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Day 2: 15 October 2015

REF.
NO

TIME

DETAILS / AGENDA

0830

Delegates arrive and networking
Grand Suite, Level 7, Hilton KL

0900 - 0905

Opening Remarks by
Prof Tan Sri Zakri Abdul Hamid
Science Advisor to the Prime Minister of Malaysia

0905 - 0910

Remarks from Dr Rowena Cristina L. Guevara,
Undersecretary for S&T Services, Ministry of Science and
Technology, Republic of the Philippines, representing host
economy for APEC 2015

0910 - 1055

Update from member economies (5 minutes each)
Each head of delegation to provide brief statement to
highlight any recent science advice initiatives.

1055 - 1115

Break

1115-1315

Theme One: Science advice in emergency situations
in the Asia-Pacific

Considerations to guide discussion:

e The Sendai Report: What is the response in the APEC
region?

e Inter-economy peer support: can we develop
mechanisms to reach out with/for help in emergencies?

4a. Introduction and framing by Sir Peter Gluckman

4b. Case Presentation 1: Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management: Philippine Experience by Dr Rowena
Cristina L. Guevara, Undersecretary for S&T Services,
Ministry of Science and Technology, Republic of the
Philippines
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4c. Case Presentation 2: Sendai Framework for Disaster
Risk Reduction by Dr Yuko Harayama, Executive
Member Council for Science, Technology and
Innovation, Cabinet Office, Government of Japan

4d. Case Presentation 3: Disaster experience with regional
emergencies haze/ SARs by Prof Low Teck Seng,
Chief Executive Officer, National Research Foundation
Singapore

4e. Case Presentation 4: National Risk Registers - Their
development and value by Sir Peter Gluckman

4f. Case Presentation 5: The Science and Technology
Response to Disaster Risk Reduction: The Malaysian
Experience by Prof Emeritus Dato’ Dr. Ibrahim Komoo,
Senior Fellow, Southeast Asia Disaster Prevention
Research Initiative (SEADPRI-UKM)

4g. Wrap up discussion on how a peer network might work
in times of emergencies.

1315 -1430 | Lunch and Networking
1430- 1445 Transfer to Opening Ceremony
Delegates and guests arrive for opening ceremony
14301500 Grand Ballroom, Level 6, Hilton KL
1525 Arrival of VVIPs to Opening Ceremony
Opening Ceremony by the Honourable Dato' Sri Mohd
Najib Tun Razak, Prime Minister of Malaysia.
Agenda as follows:
1525 - 1700 e Infowall Walkthrough

e Welcoming Remarks by Prof Tan Sri Zakri Abdul
Hamid, Science Advisor to the Prime Minister of
Malaysia

e Opening Remarks by Sir Peter Gluckman,
Prime Minister’'s Chief Science Advisor, New Zealand
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e Keynote Address by
The Honourable Dato’ Sri Mohd Naijib Tun Razak,
Prime Minister of Malaysia

e Highlights of Science to Action’s (S2A) International
Linkages on Science Diplomacy

1700 Press Conference
Departure of delegates from Hilton Hotel to Carcosa Seri
1900 Negara via bus (all delegates to be gathered at the hotel
lobby)
1945 Arrival of delegates to dinner at Carcosa Seri Negara, Kuala
Lumpur
Dinner @ Carcosa Seri Negara
e Welcoming Remarks by
Datuk Dr Mohd Yusoff Sulaiman,
President and CEO of the Malaysian Industry-
2000 -2200 Government Group for High Technology (MIGHT)

e Dinner Address on Science Diplomacy by
Dr Vaughan Turekian,
Science and Technology Adviser to the Secretary of
State, U.S. Department of State

16




Day 3: 16 October 2015

REF.

NO TIME DETAILS / AGENDA

Delegates arrive and networking

0830 Grand Suite, Level 7, Hilton KL

Theme Two: Science and Traditional Epistemologies

The discussion will explore key themes, objectives and
approaches to Traditional Epistemologies. The discussion
will consider how to support ongoing dialogue amongst
Member economies, and by member economies with their
relevant Traditional Knowledge Holders. It is proposed
that a more substantive discussion take place and a joint
statement on the topic be issued, at the next CSAE
meeting.

Considerations to guide discussion:

e What is a knowledge system and what are the points
of similarity and difference across all knowledge
systems?

e Why is it important to understand traditional
: o
7 0900 — 1100 knowledge systems in the APEC region*~
e How can similarities in knowledge systems be
leveraged for mutual understanding?

7a. Introduction and framing by Prof Tan Sri Zakri Abdul
Hamid

7b. Case Presentation 1: Traditional Knowledge Systems
and Science Advice by Prof Teatulohi Matainaho,
Chief Science Advisor, Government of Papua New
Guinea, Papua New Guinea Science and
Technology Council, Papua New Guinea

7c. Case Presentation 2: Traditional Knowledge Systems
and STEM education by Prof Jim Metson Chief
Science Advisor Ministry of Business, Innovation and
Employment, New Zealand

7d. Case Presentation 3: Life Science and Traditional
Chinese Medicine by Dr.
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Researcher, Institute of Biophysics, Chinese
Academy of Science, China

7e. Wrap up and actions to discuss in Item 8

1100 - 1130 | Break

Science Advice in the region

8 1130 - 1230 | Informal roundtable discussion on collaborative science
advice - building internal capacity in the APEC region

9 1230 - 1330 | Lunch and Networking
Next steps and planning for the next meeting.

10 1330 — 1430 | Consideration of CSAE’s role and reporting mechanisms
within APEC structures, including relationship with other
APEC fora.
Closing Remarks

11 1430-1500 by both Co-Chairs of the the Third Meeting of the APEC
Economies’ Chief Science Advisors and Equivalents

1500 Meeting concludes
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Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 16 Oct 2015

Prime Minister Najib: Science Diplomacy

Never More Important
Issued by the APEC Chief Science Advisors and Equivalents Meeting

Malaysia Prime Minister Dato’ Sri Najib Tun Razak described the urgent need for greater scientific
cooperation in the Asia-Pacific to mitigate emerging cross-border threats and move towards greater
sustainable, inclusive development in remarks opening a two-day meeting of Chief Science Advisors
from APEC member economies
(http://www.apec.org/About-Us/About-APEC/Member-Economies.aspx) in Kuala Lumpur.

Convening under the theme, “Building Foundations for Scientific Advice Towards Inclusive
Economies and a Better World,” Prime Minister Najib underscored the importance of integrating
science and technology into policymaking among economies in the APEC region. He called upon
their scientific and policy communities to deepen engagement to strengthen environmental
protection and security for all corners of society, singling out council required to address the haze
caused by rampant forest burning that has again engulfed large areas of Southeast Asia.

“My first concern is how can you cope with this, how can you cope and prevent the slash and burn
techniques for clearing land for agriculture,” asked Prime Minister Najib. “Secondly, how do you
prevent fires on the peat solil, peat land, whether it is deliberate or whether because of the dryness of
climate change. | would be very, very interested to know your findings, your advice so that | can
raise the matter at the ASEAN Summit and also during APEC,” with APEC Leaders to meet in
Manila on 18-19 November to decide the future of regional economic partnership.

“Science diplomacy has never been more important,” underscored Prime Minister Najib. “Many of
the defining challenges of the 21st century — most notably climate change, food and water security,
energy security, poverty alleviation and health — have scientific dimensions of increasing
complexity.”

“Malaysia has been at the forefront of articulating the need for a balance, the right balance, between
the environment and development,” Prime Minister Najib explained. “For us, this is the crux of
sustainable development—to use and to be stewards of our natural resources to support our
economy and to alleviate poverty but without compromising the ability of future generations to do
likewise.”
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The APEC Chief Science Advisors forum promotes the incorporation of scientific evidence in policy
decisions for driving development and growth across APEC economies, and is the only established
regional group of its kind in the world. Moving from knowledge and strategic exchanges towards a
detailed agenda for addressing unfolding policy priorities is their key focus in Kuala Lumpur.

“The fact is any government requires technological and scientific advice, and this is further amplified
in times of crisis and emergencies,” said Prime Minister Najib. “Malaysia Airlines Flight 370 was lost
in circumstances that remain shrouded in mystery. The search for that aircraft, however,
demonstrated how the response to human tragedy can unite rather than divide, can reinforce
cooperation rather than underscore separation.”

“Science and technology has played and will continue to play a prominent role in future climate
change-related disaster risk reduction,” added Prime Minister Najib. “Assessments of hazards —
their magnitude, timelines and estimated costs — and the technologies or techniques required to
prevent or mitigate impacts, will be critical to informed decision-making.”

Optimizing the use of scientific advice in emergency situations in the Asia-Pacific is among the
policy angles to be taken forward by Chief Science Advisors. Reporting mechanisms and
whole-of-government approaches as well as bringing in private sector expertise into science
advisory systems are additional points of emphasis.

“It is heartening to note that science advice to governments has emerged as a discipline in its own
right,” exhorted Prime Minister Najib, noting that the Chief Science Advisors forum “marks a turning
point in awareness among APEC member economies that robust and credible science has an
important place in public policymaking.”

“I look forward to learning the results produced at this meeting, which provides the opportunity to
consider issues of common interest and importance to the APEC region,” Prime Minister Najib
concluded.

#H#t#

For further details, please contact:

David Hendrickson +65 9137 3886 at drh@apec.org (mailto:drh@apec.org)
Michael Chapnick +65 9647 4847 at mc@apec.org (mailto:mc@apec.org)

More on APEC meetings, events, projects and publications can be found on www.apec.org
(http://www.apec.org/) . You can also follow APEC on Twitter and join us on Facebook
(http://www.facebook.com/pages/Asia-Pacific-Economic-Cooperation-APEC/1493960451210
93) and LinkedIn
(http://www.linkedin.com/company/asia-pacific-economic-cooperation-apec-secretariat) .

For more information, contact: media@apec.org (mailto:media@apec.org)

20



http://www.apec.org/Press/News-Releases/2015/1015_Najib.aspx
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Immediate Conclusions from CSAE 3

1. Responding to a direct request from the Prime Minister of Malaysia, relevant Chief
Science Advisors & Equivalents (CSAE) Members, convened by Malaysia, will
discuss further the current transboundary haze issue. This small group will also
report back to CSAE Members and APEC officials as a demonstration about how
the CSAE network could work in assisting with such transboundary issues that are

priority areas for APEC.

2. Separately, CSAE Members, led by the 2015 Co-Chairs Malaysia and New Zealand,
will recommend language for inclusion in the 2015 APEC Economic Leaders
Declaration which would task APEC to explore further the issue of the provision of

science advice surrounding and during emergencies.
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