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Brief Introduction to the
Singapore Judicial College

District Judge Tan Boon Heng
Executive Director, Singapore Judicial College
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About
the Singapore Judicial College

«  Established under the auspices of the Supreme
Court

«  Officially launched by Chief Justice Sundaresh
Menon on 5 January 2015

+«»  Dedicated to the training and development of
Judges and Judicial Officers
«  Three pillars:
O  Local Wing
O  International Wing
QO  Empirical Judicial Research

An extract from Chief Justice Menon’s Response at the
Opening of the Legal Year on 5 Jan 2015

....... our quest does not end with the appointment of the right
person for the job. Judges, like all other professionals, require
continuing education and development.

....... Over the years, the combined efforts of the Supreme Court and

the State Courts have yielded a suite of judicial education programmes.
When | assumed the helm of the Judiciary a little over two years ago,
one of my early priorities was to institutionalise and pull together
the various judicial education programs that had been discreetly
developed. | considered that the time for this had come not least
because judges today are faced with a vastly different operating
climate.

After a period of study and reflection, | am delighted that we have taken
the decision to establish the Singapore Judicial College to manage
and develop these efforts. N




About the Corporate Logo

The College’s logo features a stylised disc that alludes to the
iconic architecture of the Supreme Court Building. The disc is
also a distinct feature of the Supreme Court's corporate logo,
reinforcing the shared vision of fairness and impartiality in the
administration of justice.

A book, an icon of knowledge, is positioned below the disc,
reinforces the College’s vision built on strong structure with solid
foundations that are designed to withstand assault and the ravages
of time.

The solid colours dark green, black, grey and white embody
growth through judicial training and scholarship in a nurturing
and dignified environment.

Vision

To achieve excellence in judicial education and research

Mission

To provide and inspire continuing judicial learning and research
to enhance the competency and professionalism of judges
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Leadership Structure

Chief Justice Chief Justice Sundaresh Menon

I—I

Chaired by Justice Andrew Phang
Board of Governors Judge of Appeal of the Supreme Court
—
Judicial Commissioner Foo Chee Hock
Supreme Court
I

District Judge Tan Boon Heng
(on secondment from the State Courts)

Mr Jam Chee Chong
Deputy Director

Secretariat I } .

)
Empirical )
Local Wing Judicial lnte{/r\}ia:]t\ona\
Research g

Dean

Executive Director

A
MIBCIAL CTLLE

Board of Governors

Chairman
The Honourable Justice Andrew Phang, Judge of Appeal of the Supreme Court of
Singapore

Deputy Chairman
The Honourable Justice Quentin Loh, Judge of the Supreme Court of Singapore

Members

The Honourable Justice (Retd) John Dyson Heydon AC QC

The Honourable Judicial Commissioner See Kee Oon, Presiding Judge of the State
Courts of Singapore

The Honourable Judicial Commissioner Valerie Thean, Presiding Judge of the
Family Justice Courts of Singapore

Professor Joseph H H Weiler, President, European University Institute

Professor Jeffrey Pinsler, SC, Faculty of Law, National University of Singapore
Associate Professor Goh Yihan, School of Law, Singapore Management University
The Hon Judicial Commissioner Foo Chee Hock, Dean, Singapore Judicial College
District Judge Tan Boon Heng, Executive Director, Singapore Judicial College
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Aspirations of the College

Thought leadership and scholarship in the
areas of judicial training and development

< Impart value-neutral technical skills relevant
Share ‘Know How’ to judges, contextualised within an Asian
society

<+ Forge Friendships with our foreign
counterparts

Bridge Building

Areas of Judicial Education in 2015

+ Judging

+  Mediation

+ Procedures

+ Case Management
+ Court Technology

« Developments in
substantive law

« Lawinamulti-
disciplinary
context

Legal
Development

Impartiality
Integrity
. +  Propriety
Social + Equaliy
¢ G i d Dil
Awareness ompetence and Diligence

« Perceptions of Justice
«Judgments in societal context
+ Managing litigants sensitively
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+ CourtIT Awareness
+ DNA Evidence

* Handwriting Forensic

« Forensic Science

« Forensic Medicine

* Bio-Sciences & The Law

Areas of Judicial Education wef 2016

+ Judging
+  Mediation
+ Procedures
+ Case Management * Judicial Administration
+  Court Technology « Courts Reforms
* Research & Innovation
+ Developments in
substantive law
« Lawin amulti-
disciplinary
Legal context Judicial
Development Leadership

Technology
& Sciences

Impartiality
Integrity
«  Propriety
Social + Equaliy
«  Competence and Diligence

*+ Perceptions of Justice
«Judgments in societal context
+ Managing litigants sensitively

PR
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Thrusts in 2015

Local Wing

+ Working with the Judicial Education Liaisons of the
respective courts ie High Court, Family Justice Courts and
the State Courts to map out a suite of training
opportunities offered by the respective courts for
registration by the whole of judiciary

+ The College will augment the local offerings by organising
high impact programmes such as the Judiciary-Wide
Induction Programme for newly appointed Judges/Judicial
Officers, Supreme Court Bench Series, Professorial
Series, Practitioners’ Series and Refreshers on ‘bread and
butter’ areas including Civil Procedure and Evidence Law

+ Besides an annual Training Calendar, we are working12
towards a comprehensive Course Prospectus




Thrusts in 2015

t International Wing ’

Date Programme

6 to 10 April 2015 Strategies of Case Management:  Challenges,

Solutions And Innovation [in collaboration with the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs Singapore Cooperation Programme (MFA-SCP)]

April to July 2015 International Framework for Court Excellence:
Initiative for ASEAN Integration Training for the
Judiciary in Cambodia, Myanmar, Lao and Vietnam (in
collaboration with the MFA-SCP)

8 May 2015 The Singapore Judiciary’s Pro-Arbitration Stance:
A Seminar for the Thai Judiciary under the auspices of
the ASEAN Law Association.

6-10 Jul 2015 End-To-End Court Technology: A Compendious
Survey (in collaboration with the MFA-SCP)

18 — 19 Nov 2015 Innovating Justice

Strategies of Case Management:
hallenges, Solutions And Innovation (6 — 10 April 2015)
i i

The 33 Participants from 23 Countries including Azerbaijan, Bahamas,
Bahrain, Brunei, Cambodia, Fiji, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Lithuania, Malaysia,
Mauritius, Micronesia, Myanmar, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Romania,
Slovak Republic, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Tunisia, and
Ukraine.




End-To-End Court Technology:
A Compendious Survey (6 — 10 July 2015)

The 32 Participants from 27 Countries including Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Cambodia, Fiji, India, Jordan, Mauritius, Myanmar, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan,
Palau, Palestine, Philippines, Romania, Saint Lucia, Serbia, Seychelles,
Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Thailgnd,
Uzbekistan, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

“International Framework for Court Excellence” (27 — 30 Apr 2015), Phnom Penh
under the auspices of the MFA's Initiative for ASEAN Integration

SGP CAMBODIA - SINGAFORE

TRAINING CENTRE

A total of 32 Cambodian participants from the Supreme Council of Magistracy,
Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Interior and the Military Courts enrolled in this 4-
day programme to be familiarised with the IFCE. This course was particularly
meaningful for the participants as the Cambodian courts are undergoing a major,
judicial reform.




— “International Framework for Court Excellence (IFCE)” (19 — 22 May 2015), Yangon
il under the auspices of the MFA's Initiative for ASEAN Integration
Myanmar- Siagapare Training Centre
E%Aémgaﬁmmnﬁ;
Atotal of 27 Myanmar participants from the Union of the Supreme Court, Union Attorney-General,
Ministries of Home Affairs/Border Affairs/Defence and Parliament enrolled in this 4-day
programme to be familiarised with the IFCE. This course was particularly meaningful for the
participants as the Myanmar Judiciary is working on modernising its laws and procedures
especially evidence law, criminal procedure code and implementing court IT. v
“International Framework for Court Excellence (IFCE)” (2 - 6 Jun 2015), Vientiane
" R |

INCIAL CTLLGE

under the auspices of the MFA's Initiative for ASEAN Integration

A total of 30 Lao participants including officers from the People’s Supreme
Court, People’s Regional Courts, Ministry of Justice, Office of the Supreme
People’s Prosecutor, enrolled in this 4-day programme to be familiarised with
the IFCE. This course was relevant for the participants as the Lao Judiciary is

working towards enhancing its judicial system. 18




“International Framework for Court Excellence (IFCE)” (28 — 31 Jul 2015), Hanoi

" under the auspices of the MFA's Initiative for ASEAN Integration
A total of 26 participants from Vietnam including officers from the Judiciary, Ministry
of Justice, Supreme People’s Procuracy, Hanoi Law University and Hanoi Bar
Association enrolled in this 4-day programme to be acquainted with the IFCE.

" R |

INCIAL CTLLGE

“Recent Singapore Judgments Demonstrating a Pro-Arbitration Stance”

for the Thai Judiciary (8 May 2015) conducted by the Singapore Judicial

College at the Supreme Court Viewing Gallery
- -

There were 15 Thai participants including Judge Montri (Court of Appeal Region I),
Judge Ruangsit (Presiding Judge of the Central Tax Court and Judge Wigan
(Central Intellectual Property and International Trade Court).

10



“Innovating Justice” (18 — 19 Nov 2015),
Training Room, SJC Business Centre, Supreme Court

Application is now open. Closing Date: 31 Aug 2015.
For 2015, only SGD 2,000 per person.

A smorgasbord of high impact topics critical to judges desiring
to innovate the justice system will be covered in the 2-day
workshop. They include conceptualising and designing
innovative judicial reforms, harnessing state-of-the-art
court technology and creating legislative frameworks to
facilitate innovating justice. The workshop will adjourn on
a high note with envisioning future courts.

The pedagogy of the workshop will be tailored for adult
learners and legal professionals. It promises to be interactive,
engaging and stimulating with group dynamics.

Thrusts in 2015

Empirical Judicial
Research

+ The College has invited the two local law schools to
participate.

+ The College is sourcing for annual research grants to
fund disbursements and expenses of the academics
and/or participants (where appropriate).

+ Projects are to be recommended by the Board of
Governors for CJ's approval.

22
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Collaborations

Local

+»+ Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Technical Cooperation
Directorate)

+»+ Singapore Cooperation Enterprise

+¢ Ministry of Law

+» Civil Service College + Civil Service College
International

«» Faculty of Law, National University of Singapore

+¢+ School of Law, Singapore Management University

++ Temasek Foundation

23

Collaborations

International

7
°

National Judicial College of Australia
National Judicial Institute, Canada

United Kingdom Judicial College
A

sia-Pacific Network of Judicial Educators

0
*

X/
*

0
*

X/
*

7
X4

X/

+ Dubai International Financial Centre Dispute Resolution

Authority Academy of Law
+¢ Thailand’s Judicial Training Institute
Membership
+¢ International Organisation for Judicial Training (I0JT)
+¢ International Consortium for Court Excellence (ICCE)

24
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Web Presence

« In conjunction with the official launch of the Singapore Judicial
College (“SJC") on 5 Jan 2015, the SJC's microsite was also
rolled out on the same date within the Supreme Court's
existing website

(https:/lwww.supremecourt.gov.sg/sjc/)

e

SNCAPOR

JLTRCUAL COLLICE Font sioe = m

Home  AboutUs Judicial Es Collab 50

Vision
To achieve excellence in
judicial education and

[Esaablestied undor e susposs of the Supeme Cout of Sngapoes, the Singapors Judicial College (‘the

research College’) = decicatid ko the tweng snd duvelopment of Judges and Judicial Oficers. The Collegs consats IR
B ofa Local and in Intemasonsl wing and an empinical uscal resesrch labormory

SEARCH  Within SIC = (o]

Physical Presence

+ The Singapore Judicial College has a small Business
Centre with a reception area within the Supreme Court
premises (Level 1) for registration, enquiries and hot
desking especially for international participants

+ The office space for the Secretariat is at the rear of the
Business Centre

26
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Questions?
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SINGAPORE

JUDICIAL COLLEGE

Supreme Court of Singapore,
1 Supreme Court Lane, Singapore 178879, t: (65)-6332-1053

18/12/2015 5:50 PM
ANNUAL INDUCTION PROGRAMME (PART B) FOR
NEWLY APPOINTED JUDICIAL COMMISSIONERS AND JUDICIAL OFFICERS
6 -9 OCTOBER 2015, SINGAPORE

Tuesday, 6 October 2015

Programme oIC Venue/Remarks

0845 -0900 | Registration

0900 - 0915 | Welcome Address by The Honourable the Chief
Justice Sundaresh Menon (CJ)

0915 -1000 | “In Conversation with CJ” (Reprise)
(A Video Production of the State Courts)

1000 — 1045 | Interaction on “In Conversation with CJ”
Facilitator: Chief Justice Sundaresh Menon

1045 - 1115 | Coffee Break

1115-1230 | ++ Concurrent Track ++

Transition to the Supreme Court Bench
Speaker: Justice Woo Bih Li

Transition to the Singapore Legal Service
Judicial Branch

Facilitator: District Judge Tan Boon Heng
Panellists: District Judges Eugene Teo, Carolyn
Woo and Kenneth Choo

1230 - 1400 | Lunch

1400 - 1500 | Judicial Health (I): Finding a Judicious Work-
Life Harmony
Speaker: Justice Judith Prakash

1500 - 1515 | Coffee Break

1515 -1615 | Judicial Health (Il): Managing Judicial Stress
Speaker: Ms Sophia Ang, Director, Counselling &
Psychological Services, Family Justice Courts

Our Vision: Excellence in judicial education and research.
Our Mission: To provide and inspire continuing judicial learning and research to enhance the competency and professionalism of judges.




1615-1630 | Video Learning on “Stresses of the Job”
Speaker: Justice Michael Kirby, AC, MG, High
Court of Australia

Sharing from the Participants the moments of
judicial stress and how they overcame them

1630 - 1700 | Reflections
Facilitator: District Judge Tan Boon Heng

End of Day 1

Wednesday, 7 October 2015

Programme 0IC Venue/Remarks

0900 - 1000 ++ Concurrent Track ++

For Newly Appointed Judicial Commissioners:
Judicial Conduct In and Out of Court (I):
Introduction to the Bangalore Principles
Speaker: Justice Andrew Phang

For Newly Appointed Judicial Officers:

Judicial Conduct In and Out of Court (lI):
Introduction to the Code of Conduct for the
Singapore Legal Service (Judicial Branch)
Speaker: District Judge Tan Boon Heng

1000 - 1045 Judicial Conduct In and Out of Court: Joint
Discussion on Case Studies

Facilitators: Justice Andrew Phang and

District Judge Tan Boon Heng

1045 - 1100 Coffee Break

1100 - 1200 Managing Court Hearings (I): Best Practices
and Pitfalls when hearing Summonses /
Appeal Lists

Speaker: Justice Lee Seiu Kin

1200 - 1300 Managing Court Hearings (Il): Best
Practices & Pitfalls when conducting trials
Speaker: Justice Tay Yong Kwang

1300 - 1400 Lunch

1400 - 1500 Managing Court Hearings (lll): The Hellish
Trial
Speaker: Judicial Commissioner See Kee Oon




1500 - 1600 Techniques to Manage Litigants-In-Person:
Handling Querulous Litigants
Speaker: Justice Chan Seng Onn

1600 - 1615 Coffee Break

1615 -1715 Panel Discussion on Assessing Credibility
of Witnesses:

Panellists: Justice Chao Hick Tin, Justice Choo
Han Teck & Justice Quentin Loh

1715-1730 Reflections
Facilitator: District Judge Tan Boon Heng

End of Day 2

Thursday, 8 October 2015

Programme 0IC Venue/Remarks

0900 - 1045 ++ Concurrent Specialist Tracks ++

Highlights of Civil Procedure 2014-2015
Speaker: District Judge Tan Boon Heng

Highlights of Criminal Procedure 2014-2015
Speaker: District Judge Shawn Ho

Highlights of Family Procedure 2014-2015
Speaker: District Judge Jen Koh

1045 - 1100 Coffee Break

1100 - 1230 ++ Concurrent Specialist Tracks ++

Discussion on Case Studies adapted from
previous decided cases relating to:

% Civil Procedure (for eg forum non
conveniens)

+¢+ Criminal Procedure (for eg in sentencing,
whether custodial threshold has crossed)

+¢+ Family Law & Procedure (for eg ancillary
issues)

1230 - 1400 Lunch

1400 - 1530 Changing Landscapes in Singapore
Speaker: Mr Peter Ho, Senior Fellow, Civil
Service College — former Head of the Civil
Service]




1530 - 1545 Coffee Break

1545 — 1645 Cyber Security and the Judge

Speaker: Mr Sean Buca, Regional Chief
Technology Officer, Palo Alto Network,
arranged through IDA, Cyber Security Agency
and  Singapore infocomm  Technology
Federation (SiTF)]

1645 - 1700 Reflections
Facilitator: District Judge Tan Boon Heng

End of Day 3

Friday, 9 October 2015

Programme oIC Venue/Remarks

0900 - 1000 Judgment Writing (1): Best Practices in
Trial Judgments from the Appellate
Perspective

Speaker: Justice Chao Hick Tin

1000 - 1100 Judgment ~ Writing  (Il): Practical
Approaches in drafting trial judgments
Speaker: Justice Steven Chong

1100 - 1115 Coffee Break

1115-1230 Judgment Writing (Ill): Critique of a sample
judgment and Drafting Practice [subject to
change]

Speaker: Justice Vinodh Coomaraswamy

1230 - 1400 Lunch

1400 - 1500 Maintaining Judicial Authority in the
Courtroom
Speaker: Justice Belinda Ang

1500 - 1600 Video Learning on:

(i) “Voice Projection”

Speaker: Justice Paul Stein, AM, Supreme
Court of NSW, Australia

(i1) “Intervention”

Speaker: Judge Ann Ainselle-Wallace, District
Court of NSW, Australia

(iti) “Contact with the Media”

Speaker: Justice James Wood, AO, Supreme
Court of NSW, Australia




1600 - 1615

Coffee Break

1615-1700

Optimising Your Time and Resources
[Speaker: Chief Justice Sundaresh Menon]

1700 - 1730

Closing Reflections
[Facilitator: Chief Justice Sundaresh Menon]

Participants will be invited to share on:

¢+ whether the aims of the programme have
been met

+«+ how it can be improved

¢+ whether they have been inspired and
further motivated

1900 - 2100

Closing Dinner @ Van Kleef Room, Level 2,
Park Hotel Clarke Quay
Poolside BBQ with the Supreme Court Bench

End of Course

Note: This programme is subject to change to accommodate contingencies including the background and experience of participants,

availability of course trainers and logistics.




