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Director Leaf, Dr. Snedden, distinguished guests, faculty and staff of
the DKI-APCSS, and my dear fellow fellows of ASC 15-2,

ALOHA!

My name is Kathy Ko. I am from Taiwan and a proud member of
Seminar 3.

I am honored to stand here before you on this stage as the
commencement speaker of ASC 15-2. Commencement is a moment to
reflect on our learning experiences, and as a relatively young, junior,
and inexperienced female fellow in security cooperation I would like
to share some of my observations over the past month at the DKI
APCSS.

Networking

Firstly, this program has helped us to bond and build genuine
connections among ourselves. At the first day of class, when I saw
more than a hundred uniformed fellows in the Lainai, I wondered “is
it possible to get to know everyone's name in such a short period of
time, let alone know them well?” “Can we give everybody in this big
group a place where they feel comfortable to learn from each other?”

However, to my surprise, over the past few weeks, everywhere I
went in Honolulu I kept seeing the smiling faces of ASC fellows
greeting me, especially in the Waikele Premium Outlet.

Our friendship crosses age, gender, culture, and rank

I remember the Volleyball tournament in Bellows Beach as the key
moment where we overcame our inhibitions and started to bond.
Here, I would also like to remind you that, Seminar 3 beat you all on
the court to claim the championship.



[ also recall the enthusiasm of our seminar leaders. They planned
many activities and treated us to Hawaiian goodies. The friendly
atmosphere created in this way really facilitated the free exchange of
ideas.

And I will never forget the events at the Lainai. From singing karaoke
to the taste of the Asia-Pacific, we enjoyed each other's company and
learned about our cultures and perspectives.

These events are proof that mutual understanding and respect
between our cultures and nations are possible. At this place, I would
like to thank and congratulate the director, faculty, and staff of the
DKI APCSS for making this all possible.

Learning

The second thing I would like to share is the depth of what we
learned during the course. Through 5 theme modules, we enhanced
our knowledge and practiced what we learned in lectures, electives,
exercises and brown bag lunches.

My key learning point over the past five weeks is the importance of
communication. The lectures and exercises highlighted the
complexity of many security challenges facing us due to differences
in our perspectives and framing of the issue at hand. For me, this
emphasizes the power of networking, mutual respect, and confidence
building as the essential foundation for advanced security
cooperation in the region we all share. I hope that we all will apply
what we learned during the course as building blocks for future
cooperation.

Shared value




Thirdly, I would like to highlight our shared values that set us apart
as human beings.

Security challenges have no boundaries. We discussed how issues
like cyber and health security, disaster management, terrorism,
human trafficking and climate change affect us all. These challenges
transcend our countries' national interests and require collective
action. To meet these challenges, we need to find our common values.

Even though we are from different countries, speak different
languages, are steeped in our own cultural heritage and represent
different organizations with their own concerns and interests, I feel
there are strong bonds among us here at DKI-APCSS.

[ think it is in these bonds that we are able to find our common values.
We found them when we discussed the sorrow faith of refugees; we
discovered them during our proposals to help the islands in Oceania
in their fight against rising sea levels and climate change.

These moments emphasized our shared values as humans, and give
me faith that we can successfully cooperate to meet the challenges
facing our world today. Our world is not only about our own national
interests, but also about finding what we have in common as human
beings.

Leadership

These three things - networking, learning, and shared values - lead
me back to Secretary Deborah Lee James’s speech. She argued that
the three Kkey elements of leadership in today's world are
communication, international competence building and integrity.



I see these three key elements reflected in this room among the
fellows I had to pleasure to learn from. In these five weeks | saw our
region's future leaders in the defense sector, the military, foreign
service, academia, media, and law enforcement communicating and
interacting with each other, learning from each other, in order to
identify our common values.

Closing

With this, I also come to the other meaning of commencement.
Rather than merely reflecting on our graduation, commencement
also means a new start, the beginning of the next stage.

This course has taught me that we are more than a large group of
people in Waikiki or in a shopping mall. We represent the possibility
of future successful regional cooperation. Based on the past five
weeks filled with fond memories and friendship, I believe that,
wherever and whenever we meet again, we are making the world a
better place.

Mahalo for your Kokua!
Thank you!



