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Law and literature have become a very important topic for laymen in recent times and it is not
hard to explain why. Literature is accessible to everyone, which means that no specific background
to approach it is required. The only skills we need is the ability to read, therefore, legal questions
usually posed in a technical language are made more accessible for common people when presented
from a literary point of view. In addition, literature is usually based on the emotional basis of
human society, whereas law tends to limit itself to reason and it often neglects that emotional
perspective, which, in our opinion, accounts for the fact that in literature many legal questions are
not only best expressed for those not familiarized with the legal language alone.

As it stands and taking into account the title of this Congress "Law, Reason, and Emotion," we
propose this special workshop: "The idea of justice in literature ". Here we will try to highlight the
importance of emotions paired with the idea of justice, - one of the basic ideas concerning Law -,
for legal philosophers as well. With that aim in mind, we welcome contributions that deal with
the analysis of the main literary works concerning the idea of justice. These works, as is well
known, are present in all cultures around the world: Eastern, Western, etc. as it has been from the

very beginning until these days.



We think that a discussion around those works from an international/ global perspective, as
proposed here, not only would be useful for our analysis as legal philosophers, but maybe would set
out the evolution of the idea of justice throughout history. We also think that it would even let us

arrive at a universally shared notion of that basic idea including emotions.
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