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Perspectives of ESD in Taiwan:

Environmental Education for Every Citizen

-

YEH, SHIN-CHENG & izg
Deputy Minister
Environmental Protection Administration
R.O.C. (Taiwan)

Taiwan: Basic Profile

» Area: 36.000 square kilometers

* Population: 23 miliion

* Ranking | I* on the VWorld
Competitiveness Scoreboard 2013
(MDY

» Per capita GDF: USD 41,539 in 2013
{PPR IMF}

= World's 7% largest holder of foreign
exchange and gold reserves (2013)

» Composition of GDP by sector
{2013) Agriculture ( |.69%). Industry
(29.17%), Services (6% 14%)
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Beautiful Taiwan
AVulnerable Island with Rich Biodiversity

= Steep topography
« 36,000 km? area with Jade
Mountain almost 4,000 m high!
: Located in both tropical and
subtropical zones
+ Rich biodiversity
= 50,000 species, |.5% of the warld's,
one-third is endemic
s Significant vulnerability
: Prone to typhoons, earthquakes,
flooding
= Over 98% of energy sources
imported

Need for ESD (Education for Sustainable Development)

* A balance among economic development, social justice,
and environmental protection is desired

» SD-literate citizens are the base for a sustainable
society
- Policy design

= Policy communication

anyiranmant

- Policy implementation
* Envircnmental Education
= EE as the basic version;

= EE as the E-intensive version

of ESD e
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Common elements among
EE, ESD, and the Earth Charter

Environmental |Education for SD |Earth Charter

Education o process of lifelong to extend rolres and

to anderstand the leaming; cultivating global | principles required in the

i e citizens with problem- future

peopie and the solving abilities

enviranment

Connecting people and  Mature as the basis for e To respect [fie and take care

natura of the land

Ecosystems and Systematic views of the Ecological integrity

bindiversity natural environment

Education for justice and Socio-economic aspacts of Socil justice and economic

equity D equity

Environmental justice Unconditional peace and Democracy, non-violence;
public participation peace

Brief History of EE Development in Taiwan

19905 2010
Ministry of Education Passage of EE At _ }
promoted EE in schoois; Comprehensive promotion of EE
Institutes of EE established Enforcement of EE Act;

at universities EE Regiomal Centers

39




Framework of EE in Taiwan

Environmental Education Act
Mational Environmental Education
Guidelines (EPA)

Environmental Education Action Plans
{Ministries, local governments)

Implementation of EE plans and
projects (Ministries, local governments)

Environmental Education Act
Better ciizan

make it simple...... walfare and quality
of life

~Approaches and goals of EEA

& Enhancement
of sustainable

Environmental d-evelment
literacy of

™ citizens

EE processes

all tl::::r the

country
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Special features of the EE Act

* Commeon and Equal .
All government officials and school students, ;E
)

staff, and teachers are required to take at least
hours of EE annually.

* Mandatory training e
> Violators of environmental laws and regulations E

are obligated to attend EE classes.
* Official funding

* EE funds were legislated to central and local @
governments for supporting EE activities.

 ATIRTNORY. | e |
Lommen and Equa

About 4 million people are involved

* 7,226 organizational entities and 3.9 million
people (about one-sixth of Taiwan's population)
must take at least 4 hours of EE every year

® The President is no exception
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Mandatory Training
Classes for violators of environment related
laws

¢ Those who violate environment related laws
incurring high penalties need to attend EE
classes for | to 8 hours.

* To date 38,21 | people have participated in such
classes.

Official Funding
About 4 million people are involved

Recycling

income

105

Number of funding cases from 2041 to 2014
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ESD content for different ministries in

the government

® Energy and production
Minfstry of Econamic Affalrs)

® Science, lechnology and
evaluation (Mnktry of
Schence and Techmology)

® Urban and rursl development
(Ministry of the Interiar)

& Traffic and life (Minlstry of

Transportation and i
Communications) L] 'E:ﬂd fesourees (Ministry of the

" m&?ﬁm&;mmﬁwm & Big-diversity (Courcil of Agriculture)
®  Education and propagation
{Ministry of Educatian)

® Climate change, ensngy saving and
carbaon reduction ([EPA]

Key project, domestic

Integrating higher education:
Regional centers for environmental education

« Learned from EE Capacity of
MNAAEE

+ Universities as integration platforms
of various resources to help
promote the comprehensive
development of EE among academia,

4‘

schoals, industry and society at
large

» To improve environmental
education capacities and develop EE
appropriate to local, professional,
industrial and international contexts
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Key project, international

Global Environmental Education Partnership

» Under the IEP project announced by the Taiwan EPA
and the US EPA in April 2014
* Meetings
* I** in Taipei, Taiwan, 7 countries
= 2nd in Ottawa, Canada, 7 countries

» Major projects
= Baseline EE survey for participating countries
= Climate Change Education

« Citizen Science & Community Engagement (a potential highlight at
the 2015 ministerial}

= Explore how to replicate US-Taiwan Eco-Campus program for
other countries

Future Prospects

* Inter-departmental and inter-disciplinary
cooperation

* Good services of regional EE centers
* Industrialization of EE

* More diverse environmental education
oppertunities
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Cross-field integration
+ international cooperation
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