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737 National Industrial Safety and Health Convention of Japan
and
50th Anniversary of Japan Industrial Safety and Iealth Association

Video message
(Hiroshima, October 2614)

Mr. Guy Ryder
Director-General
International Labour Office, Geneva, Switzerland

EL

Dear delepates, officiats of the Jupan Indostrial Safety and Health Association, ladies aid gontlemen,

It is may greal pleasure to congratulate you all - workers, employers and occupational safety and health practitioners on the 50th
anniversary of the Japan Industrial Safaty and Health Assoclation {JISHA), and on the occasion of the 73 National Jndustrisl Safety
and Health Convention of Japan,

1 alse wanl to take a. moment to convey our heartfelt sym?athy to all of those who suffered in the landslide disaster that hit Hiroshima
in August this year, Wo have seon time and again the resilience of yout counity it overcoming such disasters and going on not only to
recover but to inake great contributions to the development of the global economy, technelogy and demucracy. And yeu have done 8¢

wlth great apirit. And | am confldent that the people of Hiroshima will soon recover and i te samc way come back even stronger.

Since lis establishment JISHA has brought together tho goverament and workers’ and employers’ orgaizations to promote systematic
prevention aciivities in enterprises « and it has trained largo munbers of safoty and health personnel. JISHA's active engagement of
wotkers and employets is really highly comimendabie, Suoh coliaboration is Indispensable to nurtuting » sustainable praventative
culture, Tt is aiso at the heart of fhe ILO"s Oecupational Safety and Health (O8H) instruments.

For devades now, the L0 has bean the world's tsader in establishing and promoting interniational occupational safety and health
standards — with no less than 40 Conventions on OSH. These conventions, afmed at protecting workess and preventing aceidents and
disensos at work, form the underpinning for the ILO's Decent Work agenda. .

While progress has beon made globaily spesking, we still have a long way to go to Insure thal worlplaves are safe and heslthy for
everybody. 1n Aupust, oscupational safety practitioners, policy makers, academios and sclentigts from 141 countries caime together at
the world’s latgest oocupational safety event, the 20% World Congress on Safsty and Health at Work, held in Frankfint, in Cormany, I
recalled then that work glaims more vietims around the globe than does war. And every year, an estimated 2.3 million workerd die
from oecupational injuries and ovoupational digoases,

That moans that every 15 seconds, 2 worker dies from a woricrelated injury or diseaso and that every 15 sagonds, |60 werlors are
harmed by a work-related secident,

Ladics and gentiamen, thess ars sobeving statistics and they compel us all to redouble our effocts to make workplaces safe and
healthy, The challenge is daupting but prevention is possible.

The congequences of inaotien 1s not enly the hann that results for workers and heir Bamifies; it comes also at great cost to enterprises
and sconomies. The ILQ estimates that the dirsot and indirect costs of veeupational illness and mjuries ai work arc US52.8 rillion
worldwide, That’s four per cent of global produstion. And yet this stark fact tends to be largely unrecognized or forgotten, In this

framework, the ILO is renewing its commitment ta protrote OSH as a priovity integral to all parts of its work.

It is clear that inyesting In occupationsl safety and health mekes for strong and healthy businesses as well as strong and healthy
gnrkm‘ﬂ. Respecting the human right to safe and healthy worsplaces is an ebligation but it's also 2 condition for sustaineble ecanomic
cvolopment,

And so the IL0 appreciates and acknowledges JISHA’s sfforts to develop and widely apply its occupationsl safety and health
management gystems guidelines which are in conformity with the 1LO's own guidelines on tEa subject. It is absolutely necessary to
extond practical and systomatic OSE meastives {o alt workers, and that inoludes perifcularly these who are musl vilnerable sud
disadvaninged.

Providing enterprises with comprehensive OS1 services, JISHA has supported employers particularly in the area of hmnan resource
development. The ILO has also been privileged o partner with JTISHA In ILO tochaivel cooperation setivities, JISITA’s work to
dissaminate the IL.O OSH management systems guldelines and its developtuent of 1ts vwn managsment systemn corllfication service
based on ILO standards has resulted from this partership.

JISHA's work 18 encoutagiag and indeed, an inspiration to other parts of the world. We count on JISHA’s continued loadership,
Consistent with Japan’s tradition of internationa) solidarity — I hope and [ trust that we cun also work together to shars your OSH
axperience with countries aspiring 10 raise their own standards.

Ane so | want to thank you all today for continuing your inportant daily work to provent oocupationad injuvies and diseases.

1 havo no doubt that today’s event will allow you to share important knowledge and information ag wel! as renew your collective
commitment to work together towards our commen goal, and tat is Safe and Healthy Work for Al
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