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College of Education welcomes summer campers from
Taiwan

(2 niutoday.info

NIU’s College of
Education has
welcomed 26 children
and three teachers from
Taiwan to its 2014
American Summer
Education Camp.

The children, from the
National University of
Tainan’s Affiliated
Elementary School,
arrived June 26 and will
spend three weeks in
DeKalb participating in a
variety of experiences
designed to immerse

them in American Gail Hayenga, conference and event coordinator in the NIU College of Education’s Office of External &
Global Programs, greets two American Summer Education Camp students from the National University

culture. : ,

of Tainan Affiliated Elementary School

The visit is kicking off

with a week-long “Argue Like a Scientist” camp, where they will study alternative energy alongside
American school children. The camp will be led by Pi-Sui Hsu of the Department of Educational
Technology, Research and Assessment (ETRA) in collaboration with ETRA alumna and 2014 Golden
Apple award winner Margot VanDyke. VanDyke teaches seventh grade science at O’Neill Middle School
in Downers Grove, lll.

The children will spend the following two weeks attending a variety of summer camps at NIU and the
Kishwaukee YMCA, with side trips to amusement parks, local farms and Chicago cultural attractions — all
with plenty of opportunities to interact with their American peers.

The camp, which is one of the outcomes of the college’s 2014 international partnership trip to Asia, will be
facilitated by College of Education undergraduate and graduate scholars, allowing them to hone teaching
skills and pursue research interests.
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The 2014 American Summer Education Camp
exemplifies the university’s goals of developing
thriving communities and providing experiences that
support students’ academic and career success,
according to Terry Borg, director of the college’s
Office of External and Global Programs.

“One of the exciting aspects of the camp is that NIU
education students to tutor the children each night, to
help them ‘translate’ what they’ve experienced during
the day and to help them prepare for the next day’s
activities,” he said.

Borg added that the 2014 American Education
Summer Camp is just the first of a series of programs
the COE has planned with educational organizations
in Taiwan.

Taiwan’s Miaoli County school district, for example,
has selected 13 of their top high-school students (out of 1,000 applicants) to travel to NIU in
September. The students will spend two weeks attending DeKalb High School as well as participating in
classrooms at NIU and touring cultural attractions in the Chicago area.

Additionally, 10 Taiwanese school principals are scheduled to visit NIU during the first two weeks of
October to attend faculty-run workshops and visit schools throughout northemn lllinois.
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Education 5:16 AM WED JULY 2, 2014

Taiwanese Students Learn How To "Argue" At
NIU Camp

By JENNA DOOLEY (PEQPLEYENNA DOOLEY)

Jenna Dooley WNLJ 104

There are alot of summer camps to choose from, with everything from sports to arts
and crafts.

Two dozen young students from Taiwan are learning with their American peers how to
get their point across. This week, the students are taking part in activities designed
around the study and debate of alternative energy.

The students from the National University of Tainan's Affiliated Elementary School
(http //fuiso pe nutn edu tw/english/about php) will stay in DeKalb through mid-July.

The summer education camp sprung from a relationship NIU's Dr. Pi-Sui Hsu had with
the Taiwanese school.

Hsu says organizers wanted to choose a topic that would generate discussion and
debate.

"Alternative energy is an important topic for middle school students to understand. For
this type of argumentation activity, we don't want them to have a wrong or right
answer."
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They are put into groups along with American students to prepare presentations with
their arguments.

Pei-Ching Huang is a Taiwanese teacher. She says her students benefit from working
alongside the American students, especially when it comes to public speaking,

"Most of the kids in our school, they usually listen. They are shy to talk But here, just
after one day with the American kids, they [are making] friends and are willing to talk."

Taiwanese student Eric Shan Kuan says the American classroom looks similar to what
he's used to, but there's a big difference.

"We can get information on the internet as long as we can use the computers. In
Taiwan, we can't do that. We have to go home and search on the internet."

Nana Wan noticed another difference.
"The classroom chairs and tables are more comfortable in Taiwan."

This is the first in a series of programs bringing Taiwanese students to the area. A
dozen other students will spend two weeks at DeKalb High School this fall.
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A summer camp on the other side of the

world
July 8,2014

Taiwan youth leam about energy, U.S. culture at College of
Education

Bright skies over the NIU campus July 3 provided perfect weather
for an afternoon at the races - the solar-powered model car races,

that is.

The competition area outside Gable and DuSable halls resounded
with happy cheers, mechanical whirs and the clack-clack-clack of

plastic wheels against sidewalk as 42 young people launched the
cars they built as part of the College of Education’s “"Argue Like a

http://lwww.niutoday .info/2014/07/08/a-summer-camp-on-the-oth er-side-of-the-world/



Scientist® academic summer camp.

Some cars zoomed faster than others, of course, but that wasn’t the

point: It was that the sun can make cars go.

And while the camp explored various forms of alternative energy
and mandated debates over which is best, there was no “argument”
over its crowning achievement: Twenty-six of the participants came
from Taiwan to learn not only about science but to make friends in
the United States while bridging and celebrating cultural

differences.

“This is my first time coming to America. I'm very happy,” says Yini
Wu, 12, a visitor from the National University of Tainan’s Affiliated
Elementary School.

“I’'m practicing English to lots of American children,” adds her 12-

year-old classmate, Peter Hsu, “and I’'m Learning lots of things.”

Organizers
of the
Department
of
Educational
Technology,
Research
and
Assessment
(ETRA), and
Margot Yan

Dyke, an
ETRA

alumna and
winner of a
2014 Golden
Apple, want

Pi-Sui Hsu

the children
to feed their

curiosity about science.

Lessons of biomass, geothermal, hydrogen, nuclear, solar and wind
came to life through camp activities such as visits to an ethanol
plant and a wind turbine farm. Meanwhile, argumentation — in this

http://www.niutoday .info/2014/07/08/a-summ er-camp-on-th e-oth er-side-of-the-world/
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case, lively debates over which alternative energy their native
countries should adopt - is a key component of the Next
Generation Science Standards.

“The United States uses more alternative energies than Taiwan, but

Taiwan is moving in that direction,” says Van Dyke, who teaches

seventh-grade science at @’Nejll Middle School in Downers Grove. I

hope we've given them something to think about when they go

home.”

“We want them to walk away with an interest in science,” adds Hsu,
a native of Taiwan, “and open to pursuing study of alternative

energy in the future.”

Hsu originated this concept in 2012 with an NIU Great Journeys
Assistantship Award worth $14,799, which enabled her to study
computer-assisted collaborative argumentation of science projects
between students here and at the National University of Tainan’s

Affiliated Elementary School.

But the time difference forced the children in Taiwan to return to
their classroom at night, prompting Hsu to invite students to NIU

for the summer camp and face-to-face interaction.

Meg Van Dkye and an “Argue Like a Scientist” camper cheer on

a solar-powered car.

http://www.niutoday.info/2014/07/08/a-summer-camp-on-the-oth er-side-of-the-world/



Funded by a grant from the U.S. Department of Education, the
students arrived June 26.

They will depart July 17 after enjoying two more weeks of the
summer camps of their choice as well as trips to amusement parks,
local farms and Chicago cultural attractions, some American “big
box store” shopping, a Chicago White Sox game and a traditional

Fourth of July experience complete with a picnic and fireworks.

Because children in Taiwan begin learning English as early as third-
grade, language poses no obstacles as they sit alongside their peers

from DeKalb County.

“They mingle very well,” Van Dyke says. “They play together. They

learn together.”

“It really benefits them to see American life, to interact and make
friends with American kids, to understand cultural differences and
sharpen their English,” Hsu adds. “It might spark their interest to

come here for future studies.”

Yini Wu is already following that path, knowing weeks in advance
what she’ll tell her friends back home about her trip to Illinois:

“Come to America,” she says, “and NIU.”
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NIU video game camp

offers students creative

outlet
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By ANDREA AZZO - aazzo@shawmedia.com

DeKALB — Diego Wu's first trip out of Taiwan has landed him in DeKalb,
where the 11-year-old is learning how to create his own video games.

During a Northern Illinois University co-ed video game camp this week,
Wau has already learned how to make a shooting game and platform game
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similar to Mario Bros. Students in the camp are using a program
called GameMaker to develop their own characters and game concepts.

Diego said his goal is to create a baseball game, since he wants to be a
baseball player when he gets older.

"I like to play baseball with my friends in Taiwan," he said. "My favorite
part of the United States is baseball games."

There are 20 students, six of them Taiwanese, in the video game camp
headed by Aline Click, director of E-Learning Services and director of
the Digital Convergence Lab at NIU's library. The children range in age
from 9 to 13 years old.

The six Taiwanese students who are participating in the camp are part of
a 26-student group from the National University of Tainan Affiliated
Primary School. They are participating in six camps NIU is hosting to
give them exposure to U.S. culture. Some NIU officials know instructors
at the Taiwan school and gave presentations there to encourage the
students' participation.

The Taiwanese students in the video game camp are interacting with their
American counterparts. Since their English skills are limited,
communication is mostly restricted to showing each other what games
they've created and helping each other when needed.

"Some of them are doing things we don't typically see with the American
students," said Eric Russell, video game camp instructor for the past four
years. "A couple of them made a two-player game on their first day,
sharing a keyboard. That's the first time I've seen two kids sharing a
keyboard."

The students are having a lot of fun, too, said Taiwanese instructor
Deiching Huang.

"Some of the kids like designing their own programs and drawing their
own characters," Huang said. "They like it. They say, 'T designed
something today.' That's what they talk about when they go back to their
dorm."

The American students in the video game camp are enjoying their time as

well. JP Rader, 13, created a platform game he calls, "When In Insanity"
and another he named "Space Invaders."
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The "Space Invaders" game involves shooting aliens before they attack
the player. But the "When In Insanity" game is a little more complex.

"You have to jump through the platforms, don't fall in the spikes and
avoid the enemies," Rader said. "When you get to the end, you get out of
insanity and into a normal life, and you win."

Creativity is a key component. Adam Croslow, 11, is in the middle of
creating a game called "Egg Defenders." The player, a chicken, is
supposed to stop the butcher from getting his eggs. The chicken spits out
pre-chewed worms to defend against the butchers.

"I thought of chickens and how they feed their babies, so pre-chewed
worms was the idea," Croslow said.

Video games are part of most children's culture, regardless of where they
are from, and can help them identify with one another despite their
differences, Click said.

Video game camp officials have switched students' seats each day to get
them to communicate with one another.

"This is the stuff they live and breathe," Click said. "If we know their
games, we gain their respect and understanding."

Learn more

For more information on NIU's video game camps, visit dcl.niu.edu
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