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The implementation of childcare-related benefit policies for

families with young children in Taiwan

Pei-Yuen Tsai

Graduate Institute of Social Work, National Chengchi University, Taipei, Taiwan

Public support for childcare in Taiwan was relatively limited in previous decades. However,
with increasing difficulties of families in balancing work and childcare responsibilities, the
Taiwanese government has launched several childcare-related benefit policies for families
with children under two years old in recent years, such as parental leave benefit,
childminder subsidy, and childcare benefit for non-employed parents. These policies aim to
relieve parents’  childcare pressures for families with different working statuses and
preferences. Although the role of the government in sharing childcare responsibilities
appears to have been strengthened with the formulation of these policies, it is still a
question whether the implementation of these policies can really meet the demands of
families and enhance state support in childcare. In order to address this question, this paper
examines the implementation of childcare-related benefit policies for families with children
under two and evaluates the effects of these policies. This paper will firstly introduce the
backgrounds and development of these childcare-related benefit policies. Secondly, it will
demonstrate and analyse the results of implementation. Finally, this paper will explore the
1ssues, debates, and problems arising from the process of implementation and assess the
extent to which these policies have addressed the needs of families and promoted family

welfare.
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R " The Implementation of Childcare-related Benefit Policies for

Families with Young Children in Taiwan

. = lé
Median eamings and childminder fees for dual 5y
earner families with children under 3 4

Childminer fees

Eamings of parents 63,000 24%

Eamings of mother 28,000 54%
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