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Frequentatives and the Phase Status of VP
Niina Ning ZHANG National Chung Cheng University  Lngnz@ccu.edu.tw

This research shows how the category of a frequentative and the phase status of a verbal
phrase may correlate with the possible and impossible positions of the frequentative.
An event-external and event-internal frequentative correlate with the first and second use
of the adverb twice in John twice knocked on the door twice, respectively (Cinque 1999: 27).
In Mandarin Chinese, the former is expressed by a numeral and typically, the verbal classifier
(CLv) ci ‘time’, whereas the latter by a numeral and an instrument CLv. The event-external ci
may occur in three possible positions. L(eft): preverbal; M(idle): between a verb and its
complement; and R(ight): the right-edge of a VP, as shown in (1).
1) a. Milu cengjing san ci  da-guo Lili. L
Milu before three time beat-exp Lili
‘Milu beat Lili three times before.’
b. Milu cengjing da-guo san ci Lili. M
C. Milu cengjing da-guo Lili san ci. R
However, the positions of an event-internal CLv are not free. For a simple VP, only the R
position is fine; whereas for a VV complex, only the L position is fine, as seen in (2) and (3).

2 a. *Milu san quanda-le  Lili. L
Milu three cL™" beat-PRF Lili
b. *Milu da-le san quan Lili. M
C. Milu da-le Lili san quan. R
‘Milu gave Lili three punches.’
(3) a. Milu san quan da-ku-le Lili. L
Milu three cL™" beat-cry-pRF Lili

‘Milu gave Lili three punches such that the latter cried.’
b. *Milu da-ku-le san quan Lili. M
C. *Milu da-ku-le Lili san quan. R

In the nominal domain, a CL heads UnitP, taking a numeral as its Spec and an NP as its
complement (Zhang 2013). Based on the adjacency of a numeral and a CLv, and the s-
selection of a CLv on a verbal phrase, | argue that a CLv also heads UnitP, taking a numeral
and a verbal phrase as its Spec and complement, respectively. | adopt Travis’s (2010) split
AspP hypothesis, in which a viewpoint aspect is represented by OuterAspP and an event type
aspect is represented by InnerAspP. The former is external to vP whereas the latter is between
vP and VP. Since the eventuality types that may occur with an event-external frequentative
are free, whereas those with an event-internal frequentative are restricted, | argue that the
base-positions of the elements of an event-external CLv construction are represented in (4a),
in contrast to (4b), which is for an event-internal CLv construction. In (4a), the complement
of the CLv is vP, whereas in (4b), the complement of the CLv is VP (see Cinque 1999 for the
high and low positions of event-external and event-internal frequentatives, respectively).

@) a. [outeraspp - [unite™ ™ Numeral [unie CLV [vp ... [inneraspe . [ve. JIITI1 ~ (for (1))

b. [OuterAspP [vP [InnerAspP [Unlthtemal Numeral [Unlt CLv [VP ]]]]]] (fOI’ (2) and (3))
The L-position of a CL, as in (1a), is its base-position. The R position of the CLv, as in

(1c), is derived by the raising of vP, stranding the CLv. The M position of the CLv in (1b) is
derived by object-fronting to a TopP that is between UnitP and vP, before the remnant vP
movement.
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The contrast between (2) and (3) is illustrated in (5). In (2), the unique verb heads the VP,
as in (5a). In (3), however, the lower verb, i.e., the resultative V2, moves and forms a verb
cluster with the matrix verb, V1, as shown in (5b).

(5) a. [vP [InnerAspP [UnitP!mernal Numeral [Unit’ CLv [VP ]]]]] (for (2))

b. [Vp [InnerAspP [Unitplnternal Numeral [Unit’ CLv [Vp]_ V1-V2 [sc DP t\/z]]]]]] (for (3))

The L-position of a CL, as in (3a), is its base-position. The R position of the CLv in (2c) is
derived by the raising of VP, stranding the CLv. The M position of the CLv in (2b) and (3b)
is bad because there is no TopP below vP to host the fronted object, before any VP movement.

The order contrast between (2) and (3) is then that VP fronting is obligatory in the former,
but banned in the latter. Adopting Boskovi¢’s (2014) variability theory of phases, | argue that
this contrast correlates with the phase status of the VP, which is the complement of the event-
internal CLv. In (5a), VP is not a phase. The L position of the CLv in (2a) is illegal because
the UnitP headed by a CLv is nominal (see below) and it intervenes in the vP-phase, which is
verbal. This means that the VP-movement that derives the R-position of the CLv, as in (2c),
is obligatory. In (5b), however, SC is a phase, and the head movement from the SC to VP1
extends the phase, so that VP1 becomes a phase. As a result, UnitP does not intervene any
verbal phase. Therefore, there is no motivation for a VP movement. Consequently, the L
position of the CLv is obligatory.

The nominal properties of CLvs are seen in the following facts. Syntagmatically, like
nominals, instrument CLvs can be modified by adjectives such as da ‘big’, as seen in (6).

(6) Dalinda-le  Yurasan da quan.
Dalin beat-PRF Yuru three big cL™
‘Dalin gave Yuru three big punches.’

Morphologically, instrument CLvs still keep the derivational nominal suffixes such as —
tou, as seen in the CLV " zai-téu in (7a), and —zi, as seen in the CLV*"* glin-zi in (7b) (note
that the CLv time in English has the plural times, unlike the adverb twice).

(7)a. Dalin chuo-le Yurua liang zhi-tou. b. Dalin zou-le  Yurt liang gun-zi.
Dalin poke-PRF Yuru two L' Dalin beat-PRF Yuru two cL*i%
‘D poked Y twice with his finger.’ ‘D beat Y twice with a stick.’

Semantically, event-internal CLvs are typically instrument expressions. In the language,
only nominals can express an instrument. Such CLvs still encode an instrument, and thus
reject another incompatible instrument for the same verb, as shown by (8).

(8) Dalin (yong {*gunzi/caidao}) kdn-le na gé nangua liang dao.
Dalinwith  stick/knife  cut-PRF that cL pumpkin two cL*"
‘Dalin cut that pumpkin with a {knife/*stick} two times.’

In conclusion, although a CLv occurs in a verbal phrase, it is a nominal and heads a
nominal UnitP (In English, although the word time in two times is nominal, the word twice is
an adverb). If the UnitP headed by a CLv is base-generated below VP, as in the case of an
event-internal frequentative, its surface position with respect to other elements of the verbal
phrase is decided by the phase status of its complement (\VP).
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