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Bilateral Working Group Meeting
of

American Institute in Taiwan/USDA
and

Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office/ COA
Cooperative Programs in Agricultural Sciences

Monday, April 21, 2014
USDA Headquarters, Whitten Building, Rm. 104A

8:30-9:00 a.m. Coffee and Tea

9:00-9:20a.m.  Opening Remarks

- Mr. Rick Ruzicka, Director for Trade and Commercial
Programs, American Institute in Taiwan

- Dr. Grace Lin, Deputy Director, Economic Division, Taipei
Economic and Cultural Representative’s Office

- Mr. Alan Hrapsky, Acting Deputy Administrator, Office of
Capacity Building and Development, USDA/FAS

- Dr. Huu-Sheng Lur, Director-General, Department of Science
and Technology of Council of Agriculture

9:20-9:30 a.m. Introduction of Delegations
9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Review of Past Collaborative Activities
10:30 - 11:00 a.m. Coffee/Tea Break
11:00 - 11:30 a.m.  Overview of USDA ARS International Programs and Research
Priorities
- Mr. Ibrahim Shagqir, Director, Office of International Programs,
USDA/Agricultural Research Service

11:30-12:00 p.m.  Group Photo

12:00-1:30 p.m.  Lunch in Secretary’s Dining Room
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1:30 - 2:00 p.m. Overview of Taiwan Council of Agriculture’s Research Priorities
- Dr. Huu-Sheng Lur, Director-General, Department of Science
and Technology of Council of Agriculture
2:00-2:30 p.m. Discussion and Identification of Areas of Mutual Interest
2:30-3:00 p.m. Coffee/Tea Break
3:00-3:30 p.m. Continued Discussion of Areas of Mutual Interest
3:30-4:00 p.m. Closing Remarks / Exchange of Gifts / Adjournment
- Mr. Alan Hrapsky, Acting Deputy Administrator, Office of
Capacity Building and Development, USDA/FAS
- Dr. Huu-Sheng Lur, Director-General, Department of Science
and Technology of Council of Agriculture
4:00-5:00 p.m. Preparation of Final Minutes of the Working Group Meeting
6:00-7:30 p.m. Dinner Hosted by USDA
The Hamilton

600 14th Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20005
Near Metro Center
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Minutes of the Bilateral Working Group Meeting of American Institute in
Taiwan/USDA and Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office/COA
Cooperative Programs in Agricultural Sciences
Washington, D.C.

April 21, 2014

Opening Remarks

Opening remarks were given by Rick Ruzicka, Director for Trade and Commercial Programs .
at American Institute in Taiwan; Alan Hrapsky Acting Deputy Administrator; Grace Lin,
Deputy Director Taipei Economic and Cultural Representatives Office; and Director-General
Huu-Sheng Lur. Delegates from the United States and Taiwan introduced themselves. The
meeting agenda was accepted.

Review of Collaborative Agricultural Science Cooperation Activities

Delegates from Taiwan delivered cooperative activity reports of the most recent projects.
The project topics are listed below:

e 2011 APEC Workshoep on Collaboration on the Promotion of Indigenous Vegetables
(TVs) for Coping with Climate Change and Food Security

o Objectives: Through the promotion of IVs- strengthen food security and
mitigate the impact of climate change on vegetable supply; balance year-round
nutrition and prevent degenerative disease; provide new market and enhance farm
income of the resource poor households; conserve biodiversity of vegetables;
benefit rural women by creating livelihoods opportunities.
o Opportunities: Presentations from the resource speakers and member
economies have highlighted the enormous potential for IVs to contribute to
improved food security while coping with future climate change.
o Limitations: The workshop identified a number of constraints that may limit
the adoption of IVs within the member economies.
o Key recommendations: Develop a collaborative network for research,
development and extension among member economies.

¢ Collection of Vegetables Germplasms in Indonesia and Philippines
o December 14-18, 2011: trip to the Philippines to collect 64 cultivars of 22
local vegetables.
o September 13-17, 2011: trip to Indonesia collected 117 cultivars or 21 local
vegetables.

¢ International Symposium on Epidemiology and Disease Management of Citrus
Huanglongbing (HLB) Disease for Sustainable Citrus Production ( November 6-8,
2012)
o Objectives: -
*  To assess the current status of damages caused by (FHLB) and similar
disease (induced by Tristeza virus, phytoplasma) in Asia.
* To share useful information and advanced technology to eradicate
HLB.
* Propose a network of researchers to closely trace occurrence and
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outbreak of various pathotypes of greening to prevent unexpected
intreduction of new pathotypes of greening in Asia.
o Qutputs:

* Collection and integration of information/data on occurences and
damages caused by greening.

* Increased strategic knowledge of Symposium participants

* Proposed network of greening researchers in Asia to further share
information and to closely trace movement of greening over
boundaries.

¢ Study on Pesticide Regulation System in the U.S. (September 30-October 9, 2011)
o Study the techniques and approaches for reducing spray drift at the Ohio State
University
o Visited green house and irrigation system at the University of Maryland and
the IR-4 program field trials to exchange info with related researchers.
o Outputs:

* Pesticide spray dirt predict simulation program, DRIFTSIM can be a
useful tool in bot research and practical ways to build up low pesticide
spray drift application model thus avoid off-target pesticide
cantaminations.

* Understand IR-4 program on facilitation registration of sustainable pest
management technology for specialty crops and minor uses

* Improve pesticide registration system

* Strengthen and integrate pesticide management system in Taiwan and
establish bilateral relationship between researchers for further
cooperation

Overview of USDA/Agricultural Research Service (ARS) International Program and

Research Priorities

Expanding Resources and Impact through International Engagement:

* ARS research priorities: environmental stewardship; crop breeding and protection;
animal breeding and pr{otcction; food safety; human nutrition; “big data” management
* ARS research facilities: 90 US locations; international locations in France, Argentina,
Australia, and China
* ARS top 5 international research activities: ARS overseas research; biosecurity
engagement program; USDA/USAID- Feed the Future; global multilateral
partnerships; bilateral partnering
o USDA/USAID FTF Norman Borlaug Commemorative Research Program:
UG99 wheat stem rust, livestock production & health, pulse production,
mycotoxins
* ARS: Overseas research: European Bio Control Lab (France, with Greece satellite),
South American FUEDEI (Argentina, Foundation), Sino-American Bio Control Lab
(Australia, CSIRO agreement), Cotton Winter Nursery, Tecoman, Mexico
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¢ ARS/Taiwan Cooperation:

o Crop production protection-horticulture-grape rootstock, scion pest and
disease resistance, Picree’s and other grape diseases, pecan cultivation and
disease management, Southeast Asia vegetable virus survey using next-gen
sequencing.

o APP-ARS entomologists, National Taiwan University, Chung His Chemical
Plant Ltd evaluation fire ant baits.

Discussion and Identification of Areas of Mutual Interest

Following an engaging discussion, the consensus of both TECRO and AIT agreed on the
following priority research areas:

Citrus Greening

Climate Change

Third-Country Collaboration

Wild Red Rice Control and Quality Grading

v =

FAS is realigning capacity building efforts to focus more on building and enhancing trade
relationships. To that end, it was agreed upon that ARS, in partnership with FAS, will
coordinate the next bilateral cooperation meeting. TECRO and AIT agreed to continue the
discussion about priority areas of mutual strategic interest for future cooperation.

Due to limited budgets, the AIT and TECRO agreed to approach our future collaboration in a
more strategic manner, taking into account that both sides seck a broader cooperative
program that includes not only mutually beneficial priority research, but also activities that
support capacity building in developing countries.

Both sides agreed that we need to schedule a conference call or DVC in August, 2014 to
discuss next steps in more detail. :

The next bilateral meeting on the Cooperative Programs in Agricultural Science &
Technology will be held in Taipei, Taiwan. The date of the meeting is to be determined
during discussions in August, 2014. Moving forward, the points of contact are as follows:
Emel Lyons, Kendra Barnes, Grace Lin, Chang-Tsern Chen, Marcella Witting. Rick Ruzicka
will be included on all communications.

In closing, Acting Deputy Administrator, Alan Hrapsky stated that he was pleased that the
meeting was productive and looks forward to future cooperation.

Director General Huu-Sheng Lur, stated that he understands the proposed shift in leadership

from FAS to ARS and he looks forward to discussing further and developing a transition
model in August via teleconference or DVC,
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United States Department of Agriculture
April 21, 2014

Attachments:
1. List of participants
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Attachment I:
Participants of Taiwan side

. Huu-Sheng Lur, Director General, Department of Science and Technology, Council of
Agriculture

. Chang-Tsern Chen (Karen Chen), Specialist, Department of Science and Technology, Council
of Agriculture

. Grace Lih-Fang Lin, Deputy Director, Economic Division, Taipei Economic and Cultural
Representative Office in the United States
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Participants of the U.S. side

1. Alan Hrapsky, Acting Deputy Administrator, Foreign Agricultural Service, Office of Capacity
Building and Development, USDA, Washington, DC

2. Howard Anderson, Director, Policy Coordination and Planning Staff, Foreign Agricultural
Service, Office of Capacity Building and Development, USDA, Washington, DC

3. Ibrahim Shaqir, Director, Office of International Research and Programs, Agricultural Research
Service, USDA, Beltsville, Maryland

4. Rick Ruzicka, Director for Trade and Commercial Programs, American Institute in Taiwan,
Washington, DC

5. Darrell Upshaw, Branch Chief, Trade and Scientific Capacity Building Division, Office of
Capacity Building and Development, Foreign Agricultural Service, USDA, Washington, DC

6. Kendra Barnes, Regional Coordinator-Asia, Office of Capacity Building and Development,
Foreign Agricultural Service, USDA, Washington, DC

7. Russell Knight, Taiwan Desk Officer, Office of Country and Regional Affairs, Foreign
Agricultural Service, USDA, Washington, DC

8. Ben Rau, International Trade Specialist, Office of Agreements and Scientific Affairs, Foreign
Agricultural Service, USDA, Washington, DC

9. Rachael Kozolup, International Program Specialist, Office of Capacity Building and
Development, Foreign Agricultural Service, USDA, Washington, DC

i0. Marcella Witting, International Affairs Specialist, Office of International Research and
Programs, Agricultural Research Service, USDA, Beltsville, Maryland
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