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Airborne spacing, WhICh involves a new allocation of tasks between controller and flight crew, is
envisaged as one possible option to enhance the management of arrival flows of aircraft. It relies on
the ability of the controller to task the flight crew to maintain a given spacing with respect to the
preceding aircraft. The motivation is neither to transfer problems nor to give more freedom to the
flight crew, but to identify a more effective task distribution beneficial to all parties without
modifying responsibility for separation provision.
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In September 2003, the ICAO Air Navigation Conference (ANC/11) recommended that ICAO and
States support the cost-effective early implementation of packages of ground and airborne ADS-B
applications. The first set of applications is known as “Package I”” and includes the “airborne
spacing application” relying on the new spacing instructions.
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Airborne spacing assumes air-to-air surveillance (ADS-B) along with cockpit automation (Airborne
Separation Assistance System, ASAS). No significant change to ground systems is initially
required.
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