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The KIPRIC founded in affiliation with the KIPA
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a4 %

A ,J\

R &

Jul. 1995 s icle 21, Invention Promotion Act)
Auq. 1996 Designated as an institution specializing in prior art

L0 search for the KIPO (Article 58, Patent Act)
Jan. 2001 Designated as an institution for International Patent Classification

' assignment for the KIPO (Article 58, Patent Act)
Dec. 2001 The KIPI established (Article 32, Civil Act)
Feb. 2003 Designated as an institution specializing in trademark search
' for the KIPO (Section 2, Article 22, Trademark Act)

Aor. 2007 Designated as a public institution

P (Act on the Management of Public Institutions)
May 2008 Designated as an institution specializing in design search

i for the KIPO (Section 2, Article 25, Design Protection Act)
Dec. 2008 Designated as an institution specializing in prior art search

' for the PCT (Article 58, Patent Act)
Nov. 2009  The Essential Patent Center launched
Jul. 2011 The KIPI-PIPC established
# KIPRIC : Korea Industrial Property Rights Information Center # KIPI : Korea Institute of Patent Information
# KIPA : Korea Invention Promotion Association # PCT : Patent Cooperation Treaty
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CAPRBEE R IR

1. Invention Promotion act
Avrticle 21, (Patent Technology Information Center)
(1) A patent technology information center may be established in order to efficiently
distribute informative data on prior art related to industrial property rights. <Amended by Act
No. 9986, Jan. 27, 2010>
(2) The patent technology information center under paragraph (1) (hereinafter referred to as
"patent technology information center") shall carry out the following activities : <Amended
by Act No. 9986, Jan. 27, 2010>
1. Providing facilities and equipment for research on prior art;
2. Analyzing and providing information on prior art;
3. Search for prior art by outsourcing services;
4. Other activities for the distribution of informative data on prior art.
(3) A person who intends to establish the patent technology information center register it with
the Commissioner of the Korean Intellectual Property Office. <Amended by Act No. 9986,
Jan. 27, 2010>
(4) A person who intends to be registered as the patent technology information center in
accordance with paragraph (3) shall be a legal entity able to carry out the activities under
paragraph (2) and equiped with human resources, facilities, database, and computer systems
specified by Presidential Decree.
(5) The patent technology information center may engage in any business for profit so as to
raise funds necessary for carrying out the activities under paragraph (2).
(6) Any person who has become registered as the patent technology information center under
paragraph (3) shall submit to the Commissioner of the Korean Intellectual Property Office a
business plan for each business year not later than one month before the beginning of the
business year and a business performance report for the business year not later than three
months after the end of the business year.
(7) No person, other than the patent technology information center, shall use the name "patent
technology information center".
(8) The Government may contribute funds for expenses incurred in the patent technology
information center within budget limits.
(9) Matters necessary for the contribution under paragraph (8) shall be prescribed by

Presidential Decree.
2. Patent Act

Article 58 (Search, etc. for Prior Art)

(1) If it is deemed necessary for the examination of a patent application (including an
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international investigation and international preliminary examination for an international
application), the Commissioner of the Korean Intellectual Property Office may designate a
specialized institution and assign duties of searching prior art, conducting a patent
classification under the International Patent Classification and others determined by
Presidential Decree to such institution. <Amended by Act No. 6411, Feb. 3, 2001; Act No.
7871, Mar. 3, 2006; Act No. 9381, Jan. 30, 2009>

(2) If it is deemed necessary for the process of examination, the Commissioner of the Korean
Intellectual Property Office may request the cooperation of, or seek advice from, a
Government agency, an organization specialized in the technology concerned or an expert
having profound knowledge and experience in patent matters. In such cases, he/she may pay
them allowances or expenses for such cooperation or advice within the budgetary limits of
the Korean Intellectual Property Office.

(3) Necessary matters concerning the designation of a specialized institution, such as
standards for designation, and the implementation procedures for searching prior art or
conducting a patent classification, etc. under paragraph (1), shall be prescribed by
Presidential Decree. <Amended by Act No. 6411, Feb. 3, 2001; Act No. 7871, Mar. 3, 2006>

3. Civil Act
Avrticle 32 (Incorporation of Non-profit-making Juristic Person and Permission thereof)
An association or foundation relating to science, religion, charity, art, social intercourse, or
otherwise relating to enterprises not engaged for profit or gain, may be formed as a juristic

person subject to the permission of the competent authorities.

4. Trademark Act
Avrticle 22 (Examination by Examiners)
(1) The Commissioner of the Korean Intellectual Property Office shall have applications for
trademark registration and objection to trademark registration examined by examiners.
(2) Necessary matters regarding qualifications for examiners shall be prescribed by
Presidential Decree.
(3) Where an application for trademark registration is deemed to fall under any subparagraph
of Article 23 (1), any person may inform the Commissioner of the Korean Intellectual
Property Office of such fact, together with the evidence supporting it. <Amended by Act No.
5355, Aug. 22, 1997>

5. The Act on the Management of Public institutions
#EERA7E N (Public institutions ) (55756 5% BI2007 454 2 T A7 NEERA (The Act on
the Management of Public institutions) | JEEER » WL/ \ENEHGZEEE SR - &
HAERAEGES (Ministry of Strategy and Finance ) /\MRHII%RE -
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6. Design Protection Act
Avrticle 25 Examination by an Examiner
(1) The Commissioner of the Korean Intellectual Property Office shall have applications for

design registration and oppositions to an unexamined design registration examined by an
examiner.

(2) The qualifications of examiners are prescribed by Presidential Decree.
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