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Executive Summary

The 29th meeting of the APEC Counter-Terrorism Task Force (CTTF) was held in Surabaya, Indonesia on 7-8 April, 2013.

During this second CTTF meeting of 2013, members received updates on the intersessional work and activities since the last CTTF meeting held in Jakarta provided by the CTTF Chair and the Secretariat. CTTF members reviewed the Independent Assessment 2013 draft report for CTTF presented by the Secretariat. The Friends of the Chair Group (FoTC) and others made practical suggestions on the recommendations and agreed to send written feedback that will be submitted as the CTTF’s response to the assessor draft report. Following up on the SOM Committee on ECOTECH’s (SCE) recommendation, members reviewed the CTTF Strategic Plan 2013-2017 draft proposed by the Chair. FoTC offered its help in drafting an updated version of the Strategic Plan for intersessional endorsement.

Members reported on implementations of the 2013 CTTF Work Plan and the APEC Counter-Terrorism and Secure Trade Strategy's (CT/ST) cross-cutting activity areas. 
The United States provided updates on the joint TTF/TPTWG/SCCP Trade Recovery Project; on its supply chain security efforts and risk characterization; on the Aviation Security: Low Cost/No Cost Security and Checkpoint Optimization Capabilities Workshop; on the 3rd APEC Aviation Security Canine Screening Workshop; as well as on the progress of the APEC Travel Facilitation Initiative; and on the joint BMG/CTTF/SCCP project to Develop Trusted Traveler Characteristics and Develop Best Practices on Implementing Advance Passenger Information Systems. The United States also presented the draft agenda for the Policy Dialogue on Secure Infrastructure in the APEC Region to be held during the next CTTF meeting at SOM3. 

The Russian Federation briefed on its proposal for holding a thematic discussion on Container Transportation Security; on the priorities of its forthcoming FATF Presidency and the dynamics of the AML/CFT situation in the APEC region; updated on changes in the national Counter Terrorism legislation; reported on security aspects of the ongoing preparations for the 2013 Universiade in Kazan and the 2014 Olympics in Sochi as well as on the activities of the Meeting of Heads of Special Services, Security Agencies and Law-Enforcement Organizations. Australia reported on its self-funded project on Designated Non-Financial Businesses and Professions (DNFBPs). Canada presented its full project proposal of Major Events Security Planning, which was endorsed by the group. Additionally, Indonesia updated members on the planning of the STAR IX Conference.
Following up the discussion on the possibility of transforming the CTTF into a permanent working group, members agreed unanimously with that idea and recommended the Chair suggest revisions to the ToR.  Members were encouraged to send contributions to the Chair for the 2013 APEC Leaders’ Declaration, as well as to send their 2013 updates on individual Counter terrorism Action Plans (CTAPs) to the Secretariat by the deadline of 1st October 2013. 
Members agreed to have the next 30th CTTF meeting in the margins of the SOM3 in Medan, Indonesia.
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The 29th meeting of the APEC Counter-Terrorism Task Force (CTTF) was held in Surabaya, Indonesia on 7-8 April, 2013 in the margins of SOM II. Participants from 17 member economies attended (all except P.R. China, Hong Kong China, Japan and Thailand).  The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Harry Purwanto of Indonesia. 

OPENING REMARKS; REPORT ON INTERSESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AND APEC SECRETARIAT BUSINESS

The CTTF Chair Ambassador Harry Purwanto welcomed CTTF members to the second meeting of 2013 and reported on his activities since the last CTTF meeting, such as his participation in the SOM ECOTECH (SCE-COW) meeting held in Jakarta, January 2013 and in the Riyadh Conference, as APEC CTTF representative. During the SCE-COW meeting the Chair submitted the CTTF annual Work Plan for 2013 and briefed on the progress of the CTTF Strategic Planning Process. The CTTF Chair welcomed ABAC representatives, Mr Tadashi Sahara and Mr David Dodwell, to the CTTF meeting.
CTTF members reviewed and endorsed the draft annotated agenda and Summary Report of the 28th Counter Terrorism Task Force Meeting provided by the Secretariat.
The APEC Secretariat reviewed intersessional and ongoing tasks undertaken by the CTTF since the last meeting in in Jakarta, on 29-30 January, 2013.  The report reviewed several developments such as  the CTAPs process and  matrix highlighting where needs and opportunities exist for CTTF capacity-building activities; the capacity building evaluation survey form for CTTF projects uploaded to the CTTF webpage; the members’ intersessional activities regarding  on-going projects in support of the Implementation of APEC’s Consolidated Counter-Terrorism and Secure Trade Strategy (CT/ST Strategy); and updates on the APEC Travel Facilitation Initiative (TFI) Steering Council. The Secretariat’s report also included project management updates and reminders about on-going tasks, such as upgrading the CTTF task force to a working group, and the open position of the Vice Chair for 2013-2014, as well as the year milestones for the CTTF Strategic Planning process. 
CTTF 2013 INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT

The Secretariat briefed on the CTTF Independent Assessment 2013 draft report submitted by the independent assessor Mr. John Platts, and encouraged members to provide views and feedback for Mr. Platts’ final report which will be submitted to the Secretariat in May 2013.

Members remarked that the eighteen recommendations highlighted in the report were helpful for CTTF’s work and made some suggestions in order to make them more feasible such as reducing or combining several SCE and CTTF recommendations, prioritizing them; as well as categorizing them aspolicy oroperational recommendations. Members agreed to send written feedback to the Chair within a week to prepare a CTTF response. The Chair called   an ad-hoc meeting of the Friends of the Chair Group (FoTC) to continue discussing the CTTF’s suggestions for revising the recommendations.
STRATEGIC PLANNING PROCESS

The CTTF Chair updated members on this process and presented a first draft (circulated previously) of the CTTF Strategic Plan 2013 -2017. He invited members to share their views on the proposed draft and also proposed reporting on progress to the upcoming APEC Steering Committee on ECOTECH (SCE).
Members discussed the CTTF Strategic Plan 2013-2017 proposed by the Chair and decided that this plan should be a living document aligned with the Consolidated CT/ST Strategy. Members agreed to send written feedback intersessionally with the aim of having a final draft circulates prior to the next meeting. Members agreed to conduct a final review and discussion of the plan during the upcoming CTTF meeting in Medan. Members agreed to reference the 2013 Work plan in the Strategic Plan and to remove the current references to the Medium Term work plan. Members decided that the FoTC will prepare the final draft of the CTTF Strategic Plan for intersessional review with the aim of submitting it  to SCE-3.

COUNTER-TERRORISM ACTION PLAN (CTAP) 

Under this subject the Secretariat presented the matrix created to collect the data reflected in the 2012 CTAP Summary Report with the hope that this complementary information can be helpful in identifying needs and opportunities for CTTF capacity-building activities.  The Secretariat also kindly reminded members to submit their 2013 updates of individual CTAPs by 1st October 2013. Members highlighted the usefulness of the matrix, recognized that the CTAP reporting process has unrealized potential for enhancing the CTTF’s work and expressed interest in strengthening this process. Additionally the Russian Federation provided an update on changes in its national Counter Terrorism legislation and Chinese Taipei provided an update on national legislative developments on counter terrorism. 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CTTF WORK PLAN AND THE APEC COUNTER-TERRORISM AND SECURE TRADE STRATEGY’S CROSS-CUTTING ACTIVITY AREAS

The Chair presented the final version of the 2013 Counter Terrorism Task Force (CTTF) Work Plan with the latest contributions made by members following the CTTF meeting in Jakarta. Under this item members shared reports and updates on current activities as well as ongoing and proposed projects in support of the 2013 CTTF Work Plan  and  implementation of APEC’s Counter-Terrorism and Secure Trade (CT/ST) Strategy's cross-cutting activity areas.

Secure Supply Chains

On Secure Supply Chains the United States updated on the joint CTTF/TPTWG/SCCP Trade Recovery Project, which was resubmitted this year, as proponents evaluate other options of funding to implement this initiative. The United States also provided an update on implementation of its national global supply chain security strategy and the related risk characterization. 
The Russian Federation briefed on its proposal for holding a thematic debate on Container Transportation Security to be held in 2014. The schedule for this event will be further prepared by Russia and presented to members later this year Members expressed a common concern on the current low level of container security screening in the world, which apparently stands at two per cent worldwide. Members supported the CTTF discussing and addressing this issue.
Secure Travel 

On Secure Travel the United States reported on the 3rd APEC Aviation Security Canine Screening Workshop held on 18-19 March 2013 in New Zealand. The United States provided an update on the Aviation Security: Low Cost/No Cost Security and Checkpoint Optimization Capabilities Workshop, co-sponsored by Australia and Thailand, and also presented a notional agenda for this workshop, which will be held on 14-15 May in Bangkok, Thailand. 
The United States also updated on the progress of the APEC Travel Facilitation Initiative, which includes six main activities to be implemented by 2015. The report highlighted that success in 2013 will be defined as an updated report by the TFI Council to SCE at the end of year to SOM, which identifies significant progress across all six activities areas and indicators are positive for achieving of all initiatives by 2015. Finally the United States reported on the joint BMG/CTTF/SCCP project to Develop Trusted Traveler Characteristics and Develop Best Practices on Implementing Advance Passenger Information Systems.

Secure Finance
On Secure Finance Australia provided an update on the follow-up capacity building workshop (a self-funded project) ‘Protecting Designated Non-Financial Businesses and Professions (DNFBPs) from Terrorist Financing’, and presented  a  preliminary draft agenda for the workshop, which will be held on 21-22 May 2013 in Jakarta Indonesia (TBC). 
The Russian Federation briefed on the priorities of its forthcoming FATF Presidency and the dynamics of the AML/CFT situation in the APEC region. 
Indonesia briefed CTTF members on the progress made by Indonesia to counter terrorism financing, presenting highlights of the Law of Eradication and Prevention on Terrorist Financing Crime.
Secure Infrastructure
On Secure Infrastructure Canada presented the full project proposal for Major Events Security Planning and the concept note for which  was approved by the BMC during Session 1. Members endorsed Canada’s full proposal and it will be submitted to the Secretariat for APEC funding. 
The United States shared with members the draft agenda for the Policy Dialogue on Secure Infrastructure in the APEC Region to be held in conjunction with the next CTTF meeting at SOM3. APEC Member Economies were invited to provide an overview of national and domestic approaches to critical infrastructure security and resilience at the policy dialogue. The main discussion themes and suggested topics are: 1.Secure Infrastructure Approaches, Policies and Processes; 2.Bringing Resilience into Regional Security; and 3.Furthering Secure Infrastructure and Resilience through Cooperation’.

The Russian Federation updated members on security aspects of the ongoing preparations for the 2013 Universiade in Kazan and the 2014 Olympics in Sochi. 

SECURE TRADE IN APEC REGION (STAR) CONFERENCE

Indonesia updated members on the planning of the STAR IX Conference, and proposed to schedule the STAR for June 2013 in conjunction with SOM3. Members and FoTC discussed the demands of organizing a policy dialogue and STAR simultaneously, and suggested holding the policy dialogue in Indonesia and the STAR IX as part of the P.R. China’s host year.  The Chair will consider this suggestion and announce the final plans later since Indonesia is still evaluating the conference contents and suitable dates. 

ACTIVITIES IN OTHER INTERNATIONAL FOR A

CTTF members provided presentations on relevant activities and measures related to counter terrorism in other international fora.

The Russian Federation shared a report on the annual meeting of the Heads of Special Services, Security Agencies and Law-Enforcement Organizations held on 3-4 October 2012 in Moscow. 
The United States provided an update on the activities of the Global Counter Terrorism Forum (GCTF) in the Asia-Pacific region, including first responders training, which was rescheduled for September 2013, in Indonesia. . The United States also noted that in collaboration with the UNODC, the U.S. Department of Justice will provide training this fall for prosecutors and judges in the Asia-Pacific region. The U.S. also reported on its ongoing implementation of a national global supply chain security strategy including, a project to be conducted with the Organization of American States (OAS)  in partnership with the WCO, in part, to promote increased collaboration between the CTTF and OAS’ Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism (CICTE).
Korea highlighted threats, such as transnational terrorism, international cyber-attacks and trafficking in human beings and drugs and how these have emerged as serious challenges to security. Korea noted its significant dependence on maritime trade and its resulting strong support for cross-border security collaboration in the region. In this regard Korea will host the 5th ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) Inter-Sessional Meeting on Maritime Security on 18-19 April 2013 in Seoul, the Republic of Korea.
The Philippines, gave an update on its international counter terrorism activities including,  the opening of the Cyber Center of Excellence Regional Secretariat, in Manila on 6 March 2013, under a project with the European Union, initiated in 2010. The Philippines also provided an update on its new domestic laws aimed at fighting Money Laundering and Terrorism Financing.
Singapore reported on the International Conference on Terrorism Rehabilitation and Community Resilience held on 26 March 2013 in Singapore, as well as on its contribution to the Fifth Japan-ASEAN Information Security Policy Meeting held in Tokyo in October 2012.
Viet Nam reported on developments in counter-terrorism law that will be addressed by its National Assembly this year. Viet Nam also reported on its expected implementation of international commitments including, two United Nation conventions on the taking of hostages (1979) and the suppression of acts of terrorism (2006).  Finally Viet Nam provided an update on its activities withinthe ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), such as the 11th ASEAN Regional Forum Inter-Sessional Meeting on Counter-Terrorism and Transnational Crime.

The Russian Federation remarked on the 11th ASEAN Regional Forum Inter-Sessional Meeting on Counter-Terrorism and Transnational Crime (ARF ISM on CTTC) co-organized by Australia, held in March 2013 in Hanoi, Viet Nam, and gave updates on the Russian related initiatives following the conference.
OTHER MATTERS, NEXT MEETING AND CLOSING REMARKS

CTTF members continued discussing the possibility of transforming the CTTF into a permanent working group. For this purpose the Chair presented a draft of new Terms of Reference (ToR) for members’ consideration and feedback.  All seventeen members attending the meeting agreed unanimously with the idea of upgrading the task force into a working group and recommended the Chair circulate the draft ToR for comment. Members expressed some concern about the four CTTF members not in attendance and the Chair agreed to consult with them following the meeting and particularly with P.R.China, who will host APEC in 2014. 
The Chair proposed to send out intersessionally an updated ToR for all members to consider with the goal of submitting it to SCE-3 for endorsement. If the CTTF is approved as a permanent working group, the members agreed that they will amend the necessary documents accordingly, including the CTTF Strategic Plan and CTTF 2013 Workplan.  The Members discussed possible names for the proposed permanent group and the Chair offered to circulate suggestions.  
The Chair encouraged members to send contributions intersessionally for the 2013 APEC Leaders’ Declaration to be reviewed during the CTTF-3 meeting in Medan.
The Chair thanked all members for their participation and valuable contributions to the discussion during the meeting. He gave a special thanks to the Friends of The Chair Group (FoTC) which is actively supporting the Chair in important tasks such as drafting an update version of the Strategic Plan for intersessional endorsement; making practical suggestions on the independent assessor’s recommendations presented in the draft report, and more.

The Chair announced that the next and 30th CTTF meeting will be held on the margins of SOM 3 in June 2013.
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