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Historical Background

The practice of the conservation of archaeological sites has been quite successful
for only two to three decades in Europe, Nevertheless many aspects of these practices
are worthy of emulation by Taiwan. This paper attempts to contrast the cases in the
UK to the arrangement and conservation of archaeological sites in Taiwan. One case
study is drawn from central Taiwan, i.e., the Hui-Lai site which is located in the most

valuable land in Taichung city.
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Rescuing excavation

The Taichung basin is located in the central part of Taiwan. Excavation data from
the archaeological sites in Taichung city tells the story of prehistoric residents. At
different time periods and under different environmental factors, different styles of
objects emerged. Evidence of prehistoric peoples up to 4,000 BP has been found in
Taichung City.

The archaeological record and the natural environment become a critical source
of understanding the majority of humanity’s past in terms of ecological and culture
diversity. In recent years, rescuing excavation record is not sufficient. In short,
presenting and promoting archaeology education to the public matters for the modern

culture and heritage preservation. Educating the profound and diverse record of
9



ancient humanity has a value for bridging the past and the future.

The work of archaeologists is to salvage prehistory before urban development
destroys important sites in Taichung City. It is also hoped that as the authentic
archaeological findings become of more and more interest to the public and the
students that’s prehistory will become educational and recreational resources.
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In addition to rescuing excavation, the author expects through communication
and interpretation of the archaeological resources for the educational purposes can be

served as sustainable mechanisms for the cultural development in the near future.
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Communication, Interpretation, and Archaeology in education.

Various archaeological problems with relevant ethnic and legislation that appear
in Taiwan are addressed, and, better ways of conservation and management of
archaeological sites in Taiwan are proposed. In the following, the researcher
summarizes several problems confronting the archaeological sites in Taichung City,
later some possible and feasible suggestions to solve the problems in the near future

are discussed.

Once a site and its finds have been recovered, recorded, and studied in certain
ways, the process enters the stages of preservation, interpretation, and display.
According to the sustainability principle, cultural heritage should contribute to the
quality of life for both present and future generations. We should adapt a longer-term
view and involve as much as possible of the public and key interest groups (English
Heritage, 1996: 5-6), so that ‘local characteristics’ can be developed and presented.

It has long been a doctrine in archaeology that a site is best preserved in situ, but
we have to reflect on the notion that preserving too much would risk ‘freezing’ the
historic sites at a single point in time. We should not deny that continuing change
allows life to go on, while reflecting on our evolving culture, interests, and fashions,

and ensure that the past takes its proper place in the present.

Artifacts should be preserved to professional standards and categorized
thoughtfully for convenient accessibility. Displaying fundamentally means that the
finds are evaluated through academic research or transfer from private collections,
and enter the public domain. They are protected by law, and although above and
beyond the reach of the individual, yet something in which the individual has a

legitimate interest and rights. For archaeologists and historians, displays clearly
11



involve various interpretations of historic materials. The interpretations of
archaeological sites and their finds aim to enhance the visitors’ sense of history, sense
of discovery, and sense of wonder.

However, one has to notice that archaeological knowledge is in fact site-specific,
and chronologically narrow. The story is fragmented, based on isolated times and
places, so it must be connected with other relevant sites and historic material to form
a larger picture of the human historical landscape. Pearson (1993: 229-231) critiques
how to interpret and deal with archaeological information, including that archaeology
should be interesting and easily to be understood. It should be open, accessible and
reinterpretable, rather than known, closed, and fully reconstructed. Archaeology
should not itself belong only to the white and the male. It should not lead to racism or
chauvinism. It should respect the past and the dead. Public opinions should be evoked
not only to pressure illegal treasure hunting and trading, but to support conservation

ethics.

Exhibitions may be didactic or intended to evoke feelings through
communication of worth and relevance. Those displays with a looser structure and a
lattice work floor plan reflect a lack of articulate knowledge, while those with a
strong structure and linear circulation should be based on relatively thorough

knowledge about the exhibition subjects.
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In addition to the management and presentation of archaeological sites and
materials, investigations are fundamental for an archaeological museum. The
museum should prepare a long-term strategy or plan for relevant research; thus it may

produce more knowledge to enhance interpretations in the exhibition.
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