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imagine a world without Standards 



PRODUCT INFRASTRUCTURE PERSON

PRODUCT Plug fits the 

socket

Plug/socket 

combination is safe  for 

electricity supply

Plug/socket 

combination is 

safe for the 

person using it

INFRASTRUCTURE Will the 

electricity supply 

damage the 

product

Gas/water/phone & 

electricity supply 

interactions

Public &

worker safety 

issues

PERSON Can the product 

be used without

difficulty or 

training

Risk of infrastructure by 

people

All service 

provision

Standards transactions…examples





Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987

…the pool, or some or all of the immediate pool 

area including all of the pool, is fenced by a fence 

that complies with the requirements of the building 

code…



NZS 8500:2006 Safety Barriers and Fences 

Around Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs



Swann, G M P. ‘The economics of standardization: An update.’ Report for the UK Department of Business, 
Innovation and Skills, May 2010.





Standards 

= 

GDP



Project brief 
• Research aims: 

* Measure the economic benefits of standards to 
the New Zealand economy

* Obtain comparable measure with other 
international studies

• Research approach:

* Generate an evidence base 

* Examine benefits - sector and NZ – compare 
results



What BERL did
• Measured standards activity

* Standards catalogue

• Impact of standards on productivity

* Econometric analysis

• Economy-wide economic model 
(CGE)

* Link between standards, productivity, and 
wider economic performance (GDP)



Case studies

• Standards reduce costs, risks, 
increase quality

• Qualitative not quantitative data

• But rich insight into: 

* Daily usage 

* Behaviour and decision-making



Project findings
• Standards 

* Are a powerful economic lever

* Positively impacted on capital and labour 
productivity (Total Factor Productivity) 1978-
2009

* 1% increase in standards, 0.1% increase TFP

* Consistent with other intl studies

• TFP measures how effectively capital 
and labour can be combined to 
produce an output
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Questions or comments…


