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LEGAL METROLOGY FORUM


2012 The Current Development in Chinese Taipei

I. Weights and Measures Legislation

Several metrology-related regulations, technical specifications and standards have been amended and enacted since last forum meeting. These revisions were made to ensure that the legal metrology structure in Chinese Taipei meets the requirements of consumers, businesses, and the social developing, and harmonizes with the international trends. Meanwhile, there are some more regulations have been revising, based on the foregoing reason.

The key points of legislation are as follows:

1. Guidelines to the legal control on Prepackage Products
Prepackage products are subject to legal metrological control since January 1, 2013. Up-to-date, only laundry powders weighing from 5mg to 10kg and laundry soap in tuft weighing from 5mg to 10kg apply to legal metrological control. In order to help entrepreneurs realizing the control procedure, BSMI summoned local manufacturers and importers to discuss and draft a document and proclaim it in early 2012. This document became the guidelines to the legal control on Prepackage Products.
2. Technical Specification for Verification and Inspection of Liquefied Petroleum Gas Flow Meters
It hasn’t been revised since promulgated in 2003. The revision focused on the harmonization with OIML Recommendation 117. Moreover, the comparison method of the verification against the flow meters is admitted in this version. New regulation is to enter to force on July 1, 2013.
3. Regulations governing verification and inspection for measuring instruments of Measuring Instrument Enterprises

It has been revised ten times since the regulation was promulgated and enacted on August 28, 1987. The latest revision was made on October 31, 2012, and was enacted on the same day. The current regulation of weighing instrument that being marked not for transaction use, certification or official inspection may be exempted from verification will no longer be applicable after 1 January 2014.
II. Legal metrology Affairs

1. Examinations for metrological technical personnel were held in March and June 2012. The examination has been held since 2010. Up to September, there have been 2022 examinees passing the examination.

2. Examinations for department of metrology staffs of BSMI were held in July 2012. Staffs of BSMI, including its branches, engage in legal metrology are required to participate in and pass the examination.
3. Self-verification Affairs
Two more laboratories have been granted to do the verification for their own products. Up to late October, there are 6 laboratories are allowed to do verification on water meters and 3 laboratories are allowed to do verification on diaphragm gas meters. Another 2 more laboratories are expected to join this program in next year.
III.  Other Activities

1. An e-learning website (http://metrology.bsmi.gov.tw/), set up by BSMI to provide relating metrological knowledge, was updated in October 2012. The newly updating included a three-hour online course of statistically introduction.
2. Three sessions of training were scheduled to hold in 2012. These training programs, focusing on the metrology and verification skills of metrology management, sound level meters and weighting instruments, had been completed. 

3. Volunteer Self-management measures on gas stations and traditional markets.
To ensure the accuracy of weighing instruments used at traditional markets and dispensers installed at gas stations, BSMI encourages gas station and traditional markets, based on volunteer, to adopt necessary procedures periodically, such as testing the dispensers or weighing instruments regularly by calibrated standards with traceability, keeping the error of instruments less than MPEs, holding all maintenance record. By implementing those procedures, dispensers and weighing instruments would be stayed at good condition and precise. Meanwhile, BSMI will overview those gas stations and traditional markets and issue a remark if they meet some certain requirements. By late October, there are 509 gas stations and 49 traditional markets having received the remark.

4. World Metrology Day activities
To celebrate the World Metrology Day, Chinese Taipei organized a series of activities on the importance of metrology to human health and environmental safety during May 6-19. Among them, there was a main seminar on May 18: International Metrology Development Trend Seminar, including three sessions which were “Metrology for safety and environmental, economic and societal sustainability”, “Metrology for Safety: what metrology in chemistry can do for your safety”, and “Metrology Developments for Nan particle in EHS Issues”, respectively. Moreover, there was also a forum, “Metrology Day Forum” to be held on the same day. Besides, another six more technical seminars on various fields were given in May 14-17.

IV. Future Plan

Technical Specification for Verification and Inspection for measurement instruments subject to verification
Several technical specifications for verification and inspection have been revising, including breath alcohol testers and analyzers, taxi meters, and weighing instruments.
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