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      Asia-Pacific Legal Metrology Forum

2012 Report
Working Group on Quality Measurements of Agricultural Products
1. Planning of future training programs with a survey

At the APLMF WG meetings in 2011 in Busan, Indonesia proposed hosting a training course in 2012 in a ‘self-funded’ scheme. In thanks for their proposal, “APLMF Training Course on Traceability in Rice Moisture Measurement” has been held successfully on 28 May - 1 June, 2012 in Bandung, Indonesia (see the separate report).

Because many participants in this course requested to continue a training program in this field, a “Survey on a Training Program for Grain Moisture Measurement” was sent from the secretariat to the member economies on 21 August 2012 in order to find additional needs. As of 31 October 2012, the secretariat and the WG have not received any replies to the survey. However, the WG accept any kind of proposals or requests at the 19th APLMF Forum Meeting, or later.

2. Contribution to the activities of OIML TC17/SC1 and TC17/SC8

The WG continuously monitored the activities of OIML TC17/SC1 (Humidity) and TC17/SC8 (Instruments for quality analysis of agricultural products) in regard to the three documents shown below. In this regard, the chairperson attended the TC17/SC1 & SC8 meetings held in September, 2010 in Orlando, USA. 

(1)
TC17/SC1 R92 "Wood-Moisture Meters - Verification Methods and Equipment: General Provisions (1989)": This recommendation was reconfirmed at the 45th CIML meeting in 2010.

(2) 
TC17/SC1 R59 "Moisture Meters for Cereal Grains and Oilseeds (1984)": 
CD5 (5th committee draft) of R59 was sent from the secretariat in USA to the P members in March, 2009. CD6 was proposed at the TC17/SC1 meeting in Orlando (2010), and discussion on the revision of R59 took place.

(3) 
TC17/SC8 on "Protein Measuring Instruments for Cereal Grains and Oilseeds (New)":  
CD2 was sent from the secretariat in Australia to the P members in February 2010. After the TC17/SC8 meeting in 2010, 3CD was circulated to the P members in July, 2012. Some of the members submitted comments by the deadline in October 2012.
3. Other activities

The chairperson attended the APLMF - APMP Joint Symposium on “Metrology for Economic and Social Sustainability” held on 13-15 December, 2011 in Beijing, PR China, and provided an activity report of the WG.

The chairperson exchanged information between the researchers in NMIJ about a new measurement method for grain moisture content using electromagnetic wave. This new method is under development in USA, and it is considered as a promising practical method in the future.

2013 Work Plan
Working Group on Quality Measurements of Agricultural Products
1. Planning of the future training programs.
After the training course in Indonesia in May 2012, the WG will continue calling for host economy of a training program on grain moisture measurement in the ‘self-funded’ scheme. The host economy for 2013 should ideally be different from the economy which hosted the 2012 program in order to give an even chance of participation to all member economies.
2. Contribution to the OIML TC17

The WG as well as Japan aims to contribute OIML TC17/SC1 and TC17/SC8 by dispatching delegates to their meetings. The WG also aims to contribute to harmonize between the activities of the OIML TC/SCs and APLMF in agricultural measurements.
3. Discussion on the development of protocol of international comparison

The international comparison of rice moisture meters is still requested by the member economies. It is necessary to develop a protocol for international comparison since metrological control on grain moisture meters is different among member economies. The WG will continue a discussion to find out a possibility to develop the protocol for a future intercomparison in the member economies in contact with the experts in this field.
4. Monitor the activities of BIPM and APMP

The WG will monitor activities in BIPM and APMP, in regard to the traceability and uncertainty in grain moisture measurements. These organizations recently recognize the importance of grain moisture measurement as an important application of scientific measurement standard.
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