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16" International Congress ofiOriental Med1cme =
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September 14(Fri)= 16(Sun)) 201288
Seoul; Korea N

Current and Prospective Research in the
National Research Institute of Chinese Medicine, Taiwan

Yi-Tsau Huang, National Research Institute of Chinese Medicine, Taiwan

The National Research Institute of Chinese Medicine (NRICM) has been established in
Taiwan in 1963 under the Ministry of Education and its expansion has been mandated by the
Taiwan Legislature and the President Edict in 1995. Currently, this Institute has 27 research
fellows in 3 divisions: Division of Basic Chinese Medicine (Biochemistry, Physiology,
Immunology, Pharmacology, Pathology), Division of Herbal Drugs and Natural Products
(cultivation of medicinal plants, tissue and cell cultures, the use of biotechnological
techniques for the mass production of active ingredients from botanical sources), and
Division of Medicinal Chemistry (extraction, purification, idennotification as well as
structural modification and synthesis of pharmacologically active ingredients). As an
example of our Institute’s team work, we have elucidated the neuroprotective mechanisms of
Bu-yang Huan-wu Decoction (F][#:& 1 1) by an integrative neurofunctional, genomic and
metabolomics approach in ischemic stroke mice and demonstrated why a combination of 7
herbs in the original regimen for several hundred years is most effective than single herb or
other abbreviated combinations. From 2013, the NRICM is going to be transferred from the
Ministry of Education to the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare in the context of
government re-structuring in Taiwan. The Division of Clinical Chinese Medicine is yet to
be set up for evaluation of clinical efficacy of existing Chinese medicines, and conduction of
clinical trials for Chinese medicine and herbs etc. In addition, a Division of Informatics and
History of Medicine and Herbs will be established in the Institute. It is anticipated that the
NRICM will be more mission-oriented in operation. In this report, we present current and
prospective research activities in the NRICM and the role and challenges of the NRICM in
Taiwan and in the global context in the 21% century.
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